
 



A stark reality exists in the world today: 

Billions of people live without 
the hope of Jesus Christ …

• Two-thirds of the world’s population does not 
follow Christ.

• More and more Americans—both inside and 
outside of the church—are pledging allegiance to 
the “morality of self-fulfillment,” which is rapidly 
becoming the culture’s moral norm.

• Islam is the world’s fastest-growing religion and 
is projected to surpass Christianity in the second 
half of this century. 

God has called Lutheran Hour Ministries to 
proclaim the risen Savior around the world.   

LHM’s members and partners come together 
to meet the greatest challenge of the 21st 
century, which is to proclaim messages of hope 
in the name of Jesus Christ. This belief leads 
us to a clear mission:  Bringing Christ to the 
Nations—and the Nations to the Church.



LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES 
is a trusted expert in global media that equips and 
engages a vibrant volunteer base to passionately 
proclaim the Gospel to more than 100 million 
people worldwide each week. Through its North 
American headquarters and 34 ministry centers on six 
continents, LHM reaches into more than 50 countries, 
often bringing Christ to places where no other 
Christian evangelistic organizations are present.

But with billions of people still unreached with the 
Gospel message around the world, our work is not done. 

In support of that vision, LHM has 
launched SENT, a five-year global 
initiative to proclaim the Gospel.

Christ’s Great Commission still 
stands. God calls us to be on a 
constant mission for the Savior.

Therefore, we will not rest until… 

• Every person has the opportunity to hear 
the Gospel in an understandable way; 

• New believers are connected to a faithful 
Christian community where they can grow 
in their faith and witness; 

• All Christians reach out in love to those 
who don’t yet know the Savior. 



Arabic programming reaches millions 
of people and generates thousands of 
responses throughout the Middle East 
and North Africa.

SENT Impact
While God’s work on the human heart can never be measured, Lutheran 
Hour Ministries established five-year goals in 2015 that we are achieving. 

Our Reach

REACH
Significant numbers of people experience 
the Gospel through programs, activities, 
or materials. 
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RESPONSE
Significant numbers of people intentionally 
provide contact information for follow-up. 
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Summary of SENT Priorities 

Energize, Equip, and Engage Laity 
for Outreach 

Grow God’s Kingdom through 
Expanded Media Outreach  

Bring the Gospel to the Unreached 
Around the World

Engage Communities in the Digital 
Mission Field

Ongoing Annual Giving* 

TOTAL

$13 million 

$47 million 

$29 million

$5 million 

$55 million

$149 million

$8 million 

$64 million 
($50 million 

designated endowment)

$15 million 

$6 million

$93 million

$21 million

$111 million

$44 million 

$11 million

$55 million

$242 million

Current Five- 
Year Budget

Five-Year Cost 
of New Initiatives Total

* Ongoing annual giving provides the staffing, utilities, and administrative funding that is required to support Gospel ministry 
work around the world. Much of this funding goes directly to ministry programs.

(Not all ministry center locations are listed due to security issues.)

• Africa & the Middle East   
Cameroon, Ethiopia, Ghana,  Kenya, Lebanon, 
Liberia, Madagascar, Uganda

• Asia & Oceania    
Australia, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Laos, 
Myanmar, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam

• Europe & Central Asia    
England, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Mongolia, Russia

• North & South America  
Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Guatemala, 
Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, 
United States, Uruguay



More than half of all Christians have not shared their faith with even one 
person in the last year. LHM is changing this dire statistic.

LHM has a long and respected track record for partnering with 
congregations to enact outreach activities that work in concert with their 
Gospel proclamation mission. This foundation serves as a catalyst as we 
equip and embolden laypeople to be missionaries in their communities. 

Our strategy for supporting the outreach efforts of the laity focuses on 
three vital areas:

1. Provide research on how today’s culture is evolving, and how 
Christians and congregations can respond to reach their communities 
with the Gospel. 

2.  Equip individuals and groups of all ages to reach out to others in their lives.

3.  Develop resources lay members can use to address everyday 
situations or answer questions about Christianity and faith.

God has called all laypeople to be powerful witnesses for Christ to their 
families and communities. This charge has grounded the entire history of 
LHM and will continue to define our work with the church in the future. 

Energize, Equip, and Engage 
Laity for Outreach

FUNDING GOAL: $21 MILLION



With the rise of smartphones, tablets, and internet-connected media 
devices, Americans spend more time in the digital realm. This trend also 
impacts how Americans consume media. With the growing expansion of 
high-speed internet access, researchers predict that viewing media that is 
available whenever and wherever we desire will become the norm.

The growth of on-demand content among Baby Boomers and younger 
generations has created an opportunity for LHM to offer a variety of 
quality podcasts for a new generation of listeners. In the spring of 2018, 
Lutheran Hour Ministries embarked on a new venture—a podcast 
network. The network will offer podcasts designed to target both current 
LHM supporters as well as a new audience of Christians. 

Lutheran Hour Ministries is leveraging the experience gained by producing 
an icon of American broadcast history—The Lutheran Hour®—to boldly 
step into the future. While The Lutheran Hour continues to be a powerful 
tool for sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ as a core program of 
Lutheran Hour Ministries, it will now be joined by additional programs 
that can be streamed on-demand.

A stable source of future funding will enhance our 
ability to continue moving in these new directions.  
Establishing an endowment fund for mass media 
will support The Lutheran Hour while providing 
ongoing funding for new media initiatives.

Grow God’s Kingdom through 
Expanded Media Outreach

FUNDING GOAL: $111 MILLION
($50 MILLION DESIGNATED ENDOWMENT)



Bring the Gospel to the Unreached 
Around the World

FUNDING GOAL: $44 MILLION

More than three billion people have little or no opportunity to hear the 
Gospel. LHM has ministry centers in many areas of the world where these 
people groups are concentrated. Capitalizing on this advantage, we are 
intensifying efforts in many countries that are unreached by the Gospel. 

Radio and online media are effective communication platforms in these 
areas. As we expand, LHM is dramatically increasing its use of these tools, 
as well as personal and holistic ministries, to reach many more people with 
the life-transforming message of Jesus Christ. 

Close to 90% of mission work by North Americans is done among people 
who already have access to the Good News of Jesus Christ. LHM takes a 
different path—working in areas where the Gospel is not widespread by 
focusing on three key emphases: 

1. Unreached people who have little or no possibility of hearing the Gospel.

2. Urban areas, which house large concentrations of unreached people.

3. The emerging global youth culture, which is identified as another 
unreached people group.

LHM’s international ministry centers employ local Christians who know the 
language, understand the culture, and know best how to communicate the 
Gospel in their context.



Facebook. YouTube. Instagram. Twitter. Taken together, the billions of 
users on these sites would comprise the largest nation on earth. In spite 
of being so “connected,” a recent study from the University of Michigan 
shows people are actually lonelier than ever. LHM is uniquely called to fill 
this void. 

LHM conducted research to develop and test optimal web and mobile 
platforms for reaching targeted audiences with the Gospel. Building on 
this research, LHM launched THRED, a network of online content that 
ignites conversations with non-churched people on digital platforms to 
create connections that lead to community.

This online dynamic allows for two-way conversations where individuals 
can discuss issues that affect people’s lives.

LHM has created follow-up tools that allow individuals and congregations 
to stimulate conversations with the unreached. Ultimately this facilitates 
more opportunities for connections into Christian communities. 

Our strategy takes place in three phases:

1.   Initial Contact: Programs and initiatives that allow for a first contact.

2.    Relationship Building: Platforms that provide discussion and 
learning opportunities.

3.  Real-Time Personal Connections: Connecting individuals to 
Christian communities where their relationships with Christ and the 
church will deepen.

Engage Communities 
in the Digital Mission Field

FUNDING GOAL: $11 MILLION



Our Prayer
Gracious Lord, we thank You for the opportunity to be called sons and 
daughters by Your grace, because of Your dear Son. You have made us 
Your people and given us the privilege of proclaiming salvation in Your 
Son to an ever-changing world. Now, Lord, as Lutheran Hour Ministries 
seeks to expand its efforts, grant us wisdom and boldness as we lay plans 
to break new ministry ground. May millions more be welcomed into Your 
kingdom. To You be the glory. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

* Statistics cited in this document were provided from the following sources: Pew Research Center, 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, Joshua Project, University of Michigan, and Barna Group.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

SENT@LHM.ORG   •   1-800-944-3450

660 Mason Ridge Center Dr.

St. Louis, MO 63141-8557

LHM.ORG/SENT

@LHMglobalmin

facebook.com/LutheranHourMinistries       

vimeo.com/luthhourmin  


