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Impacting People  G L O B A L LY

continued

2022 Annual Ministry 
Impact Report

Sharing the Power 
 of the Gospel 
W O R L D W I D E
by CHAD FIX

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Lutheran Hour Ministries has been sharing the hope 

of Jesus for more than 100 years, positively impacting 
millions of lives around the world every day .

But now, more than ever, the world needs the Gospel! 
Did you know there are more than three billion people 
worldwide who have not yet heard the saving message of 
Christ? That means billions of fathers, mothers, children, 
grandchildren, and friends from all walks of life have not 
yet experienced the transformative love of our Savior. 
Many of these people, especially those living in other 
countries, have had little or no opportunity to hear about 
the love of God in Jesus Christ. We must act now to bring 
the hope of Jesus to those who don’t yet know Him.

At LHM, we are uniquely poised to grow the body of 
Christ by reaching beyond those areas where He is already 
known . Our unique global ministry model uses ministry 
centers that are operated by local staff and volunteers who 
have a passion for the Gospel and a willingness to proclaim 
it throughout their communities. These ministry centers 
across five global regions reach into more than 60 nations 

with programming that is contextually appropriate because 
it is developed locally to ensure maximum impact and 
accuracy of the Gospel message .

As we navigate a shifting world culture, we know the 
saving message of Christ does not change, but the way we 
share it does . Guided by your passion to make His Name 
known, we continually keep our eyes on the future and 
challenge ourselves to build capacity that takes advantage 
of new opportunities to broaden the reach of the Gospel.

This life-changing work would not be possible without 
your prayers, involvement, and financial support. I invite 
you to explore this year’s ministry impact report to see just 
a few ways God is working through you to help individuals 
worldwide find hope, comfort, and relief in the Gospel. I 
hope you are humbled to see  . . . how together  . . . we are 
making a difference in the lives of the lost and hurting.

Your Partner in HIS Mission,

Kurt Buchholz 
President & CEO, Lutheran Hour Ministries

Following are some 
ways in which LHM 

was abundantly 
blessed by God 
during the last 

year thanks to your 
generous support.

How the Power 
of the Gospel 

Impacted Lives 
Through LHM 

in 2022

A YEAR IN 
REVIEW

LHM’s culturally relevant 
programs share the 

Gospel with people 
worldwide more than 
163 million times each 

week . This year we 
celebrated two milestone 

anniversaries: 75 years in 
Brazil and 70 years in India . 

We thank God for the wonderful things He has 
done through these ministries .

Increased mass media opportunities led to new 
radio broadcasts in Thailand, Cambodia, and 
Ghana . Locally produced broadcasts like these on 
topics of interest attract a variety of audiences 
and invite listeners to contact the local ministry 
center to receive resources 
that address the topic from 
a Christian perspective. 
Listeners also have 
opportunities to take a 
Bible Correspondence 
Course and connect 
with a local Christian 
community .

LHM–Latvia launched a 
video podcast called Under 
Four . In Latvia, it is common 
for people to say, “Let’s talk 
under four,” when referring 
to a private conversation under 
the four eyes of two people . Each 
podcast allows the host to talk with a guest about 
God working in our daily lives, and how we can 
apply the Christian faith to daily life.

Satellite television broadcasts continue shining 
the light of Christ throughout the Middle East 
and North Africa . The third season of the Arabic 
talk show, New Light, produced in partnership 
with SAT-7 allows three co-hosts to introduce a 
relevant topic for each program . New segments 
are designed to capture the attention of viewers, 
including updates such as youth guests in the 
studio, outdoor interviews, a spiritual message, 
and pre-recorded inspirational success stories. 

Holistic outreach is an effective way of 
demonstrating to people the love of Christ. 

These programs have a comprehensive impact 
in reaching both body and soul as a ministry to 
the unchurched in word and deed where both 

physical and spiritual needs are addressed . 
In Mongolia, staff implemented Financial 
Alphabet Training to provide financial 

education to both Christian and non-
Christian families, youth, and single parents 

to teach them how to manage their finances 
wisely and sustainably while hearing about 
the Gospel through the training modules . In 
Cameroon, Ghana, Kenya, and Liberia, our 
successful holistic programs continue to reach 
at-risk young adults, especially women, through 
medical camps, prison ministry, vocational 
training, and spiritual guidance and fellowship . 

Many ministry centers, 
especially those in Latin 
America, continue to use 
Project JOEL in offering 
biblically based guidance 
to youth in making healthy 
lifestyle choices . In Panama, 
staff and volunteers implemented 
a presentation called “Dream and Fly,” where 
sixth-grade students at three schools learned 
about emotions, values, physical development, 
and goals from a biblical perspective.
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The fourth year of 
the successful Gospel 

Adventures™ program 
visited the African 

country of Zambia . 
Just like previous 

adventures, Zambia 
Bound offered 

elementary and middle 
school students a five-day 

curriculum, videos, interactive website, theme 
music, and more, all under an overarching biblical 
theme . More than 1,000 teachers, parents, and 
individuals registered for Gospel Adventures: 
Zambia Bound—giving more than 40,000 students 
a firsthand look at spotting God’s goodness 
through an introduction to children living in 
another country who carry their faith with them 
through day-to-day life .

Our new CPTLN app (Cristo Para Todas 
Las Naciones) continues a “by Hispanics 
for Hispanics” approach to connect with 
growing Hispanic audiences in the 
most culturally effective way. The app 
serves as a mobile hub for all LHM 
Spanish resources, including sermons, 
sermon notes, daily devotions, booklets, 
Bible studies, reflections, Vivenciar.net, a 
Bible app, and a chat function.

Vivenciar.net continues to 
be an instrumental digital 
platform for LHM to 
reach Portuguese- and 
Spanish-speaking 
individuals worldwide, 
including an expanded 
focus on connecting with 
Hispanics living in the United 
States . More people than 
ever are searching online for guidance on topics 
like stress, anxiety, depression, fear, guilt, toxic 
relationships, and other relevant issues. Vivenciar.
net assists these individuals through live chats, 
blog posts, articles, e-books, and courses. It also 
offers a safe space where trained volunteers can 
listen to what people have to say about specific 
situations in their lives and accompany them 
in these moments with biblically based 

support and guidance .
Now in its 90th broadcast 
season, The Lutheran 

Hour® continues to 
proclaim the Gospel on 
more than 1,800 traditional 

radio stations throughout 
North America each week and 

features a variety of program 
elements to complement the 

sermon. These include interviews with expert 
guests, details about new LHM ministry 

endeavors, deeper discussions about the 
message, and occasional music selections. 

The broadcast is also available online, as a 
podcast, and on new media platforms such 

as Amazon Alexa, iHeartRadio, Spotify, and 
Sirius XM satellite radio .
“How Long …” was developed as a 2022 

Christmas radio special from The Lutheran Hour . 
Hosted by Speaker Rev . Dr . Michael Zeigler, 
this original presentation featured fresh and 
lively arrangements of Christmas carols by 
internationally known vocalist Erin Bode that 
accompanied a story written by Rev. Dr. Jason 

Broge, LHM’s senior director 
of design and development . 

The contemporary story 
illuminated an ancient set 

of poems inspired by the 
Old Testament book of 
Isaiah . They are called 

the “O Antiphons” and are 
the basis of the well-known 

Christmas hymn, “O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel.” In addition 

to being available online, the hour-long special 
aired on 179 stations the week of Christmas 
(including the entire Bott Radio Network).

In 2018, LHM embarked in a partnership with Barna Group—an industry 
leader for research-based insights about faith and culture, leadership and 
vocation, and generational groups—for a critical study of faith in America. 
Two new lay-level resources, Discover Your Gifts: Celebrating How God 
Made You and Everyone You Know and Discover Your Gifts Workbook: Twelve 
Sessions for Exploring Your God-Given Purpose, were published this year 
based on the newest research topic of Gifted for More . LHM also released 
Digital Research Kits designed for church leaders covering each yearly 
topic: Spiritual Conversations in the Digital Age, Households of Faith, Better 

Together, and Gifted for More . Each kit includes a 
digital copy of a monograph, slide deck, links to 

video presentations, and a discussion guide.
Various aspects of the research findings and 
their application served as the foundation 
for presentations given by LHM staff at 
events across the United States in 2022 . 

These included the LCMS Youth Gathering, 
Best Practices for Ministry, Best Practices for 

Ministry: Heartland Conference, LCMS Hispanic 
National Convention, Lutheran Education 

Association Convocation, Q Ideas Culture Summit, and many others.
The Hopeful Neighborhood Project™ (HNP) led a collaborative group 

of more than 50 community leaders, faith leaders, and writers who are 
dedicated to finding ways for people to become more engaged neighbors 
through its participation in the annual National Good Neighbor Day. 
The group shared the theme “Start with Hello” to encourage others to get 

to know their neighbors and build hopeful 
neighborhoods right where they live . In 
addition, HNP joined the University of 
Missouri Extension Council’s Engaged 
Neighbor Program as co-sponsors 
for the newly created Missouri Good 
Neighbor Week celebration. The week was 
a tremendous success, with 12,594 Acts 
of Neighboring registered; 119 Engaged 
Neighbors nominated for a state-wide award; 
295,812 social media views; and 40,765 visits to the campaign web pages.

God has called all laypeople to be powerful witnesses for Christ with 
their families and communities. LHM produced several new resources in 
2022 as convenient ways for you to connect with Jesus and share your 
faith with others . As part of the popular Project Connect booklet ministry, 
a new Journey Through series speaks to relevant topics touching the lives of 

family members and friends . Our Nurturing Your Faith Bible 
studies now include all four sessions of Life Together by 

Rev. Dr. Dale Meyer, the first of four parts 
in Identity by Rev. Dr. John Nunes, and a 

single-session study titled God in Worship 
by Rev. Dr. Jason Broge. LHM Learn’s 
online course library grew with the 
addition of two mini-courses, 5 Ways 

to Talk About Faith with Your Child and 5 
Ways to Engage Scripture with Your Child.
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People Connected with Christian 
Communities Annually



The Lutheran Layman  Winter 2023  |  13

M I N I S T R Y  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

Bringing Christ to the Nations®—
and the Nations to the Church through

290 
Staff Members

225,000+ 
Engaged Constituents

33,367
Number of People Completing 
Their First Bible Correspondence 
Course Last Year

51,713New Bible Correspondence 
Course Students Enrolled 
Around the World Last Year

1,286,127Annual Responses 
to Outreach Efforts

1,800+North American Stations 
Airing The Lutheran Hour®

182,175
Times Individuals Were Equipped 
Last Year to Share Their Faith 
More Effectively

21,178People Connected with Christian 
Communities Annually

118,261Annual Referrals to Churches 
and Christian Communities

163 million+Times LHM Reaches People with 
the Gospel Globally Each Week

60+Countries Reached 
by Ministry
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International Lutheran Laymen’s League and Subsidiaries 
Consolidating Statement of Activities (in thousands) 
Year ended May 31, 2022, with comparative totals for 2021

 OPERATING SUPPORT 
 AND REVENUE

 Donor support $33,823 $866 $34,689 $34,857 

 Building tenant rent 1,515 - 1,515 1,610 

 Other income, net 285 (1,246) (961) 9,404 
 Operating income 35,623 (380) 35,243 45,871 

 OPERATING EXPENSES

 Ministries 26,258 - 26,258 24,966 

 Building tenant services 1,237 - 1,237 1,151 

 Administration and Fundraising 8,741 421 9,162 8,442 
 Operating Expenses 36,236 421 36,657 34,559 

 Operating Income in 

 Excess of Expenses  (613) (801) (1,414) 11,312

 Endowment and other 
 fund distributions 1,237 (1,237)             -                  - 
 
 Change in Net Assets 624 (2,038) (1,414) 11,312

 Net Assets, Beginning of Year 34,686 21,825 56,511 45,199 

 Net Assets, End of Year $35,310 $19,787 $55,097 $56,511

Lutheran Hour Ministries is the registered d/b/a name for the International Lutheran Laymen’s League.
A copy of the full audit report is available online at lhm.org/report.

2021 
CONSOLIDATED 

TOTALS 
INT’L LUTHERAN 

LAYMEN’S LEAGUE
LHM     

FOUNDATION

2022 
CONSOLIDATED

TOTALS

The LHM Board of Directors and The Lutheran Hour Ministries Foundation want to thank you for being part 
of the LHM family in 2022. The work that we are blessed to do is only possible because of God’s grace and the 
tens of thousands of passionate lay members and volunteers who partner with this ministry every day. Please 

continue to remember us in your prayers as we work to discern and follow the Lord’s guidance for LHM.
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St. Louis, Missouri 

Lloyd Probasco 
Grand Island, Nebraska 

Kurt Senske 
Int’l LLL Chairman 
of the Board 
Austin, Texas

9 8 %  - D O N O R S
U

P
P

O
R

T

2% - TENANT RENT 
& OTHER INCOME

7 5 %  - M I N IS T R
Y

10% - ADMINISTRATION15% - FUND 
DEVELOPMENT

Consolidated Operating 
Expenses

Consolidated Operating  
Income


