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IMPACTING PEOPLE  Globally

continued

2021 Annual Ministry 
Impact Report

LHM’s culturally relevant programs reach more 
than 150 million people each week in more than 
60 countries . Although many in-person activities 
are still suspended due to the ongoing effects of 
the pandemic, this created more opportunities for 
sharing the Gospel through mass media .

LHM continues to 
partner with SAT-7 

for sharing Christ’s 
love through 

satellite television 
programming . 

In addition to the 
New Light talk show 

discussing pertinent 
issues related to youth 

and young adults on SAT-7’s Arabic channel in the 
Middle East and North Africa, LHM expanded 
its program support on the SAT-7 PARS channel 
to reach more Persian-speaking individuals in 
Central and South Asia . Hashtag is a weekly 
program focused on older children and youth 
where the host tells a Bible story and helps 
viewers apply lessons to their lives . In addition, 

the weekly Signal program addresses current 
issues for adults, with guest speakers, positive 
news stories, Bible study, worship, music, and 
viewer testimonies included on each episode .

LHM also initiated a partnership with PAK7 
this year to help develop new children’s video 
programming in Pakistan called Bedtime Stories based 
on a successful SAT-7 Arabic channel program . The 
goal is to share Bible stories and Pakistani cultural 
stories to engage children with Bible truths . 

In collaboration with Trans World Radio Asia, 
LHM started a radio broadcast titled “From 
Despair to Hope” for listeners in Malaysia, 
Indonesia, and Singapore . The 15-minute 
program airs from four stations in Indonesia 
and is then made available 
online and through a 
podcast to bring hope, 
encouragement, and 
practical help to 
people suffering from 
job loss, ill-health, 
financial issues, and 
isolation from family and 

friends . Listeners who 
want to learn more 
about God can then 
respond to receive 
LHM resources such 
as audio Bible radios, 
booklets, and BCCs . 

Outreach efforts in Kenya and Cameroon 
continue to expand through vocational training 
programs where LHM educates young women 
in a practical skill that helps them earn money 
to provide for their families . Women are also 
introduced to the Gospel and enrolled in Bible 
courses to learn more about Jesus .

A catastrophic flood last summer destroyed 
LHM–Ethiopia’s office and ruined its inventory of 
thousands of Gospel tracts, booklets, Bibles, and 
BCC lessons as well as its public address system 

and digital projectors used to share the Gospel 
at large-scale events . Thanks to the generous 
response from LHM donors like you, our 

Ethiopia team was able to continue sharing 
the Gospel with people who desperately need to 

hear it with minimal interruption .

Changing Lives 
   with the Gospel 
THROUGH YOU
by CHAD FIX

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
While the last two years have 

challenged all of us in our personal, 
congregational, and professional 
realms, Lutheran Hour Ministries 
quickly responded to this changing 
world . As I look at the products and 
services that we create for God’s 
Church, for God’s people, and for those 
who do not yet know the message of 
Jesus Christ, I see that He prepared 
us perfectly to be bold in this time . 
Through the grace of God and the 
dedicated work of our talented staff 
and volunteers, what a blessing it 
has been to put our efforts towards 
expanding our global impact and 
reaching even more people with the 
hope and comfort of the Gospel! 

Let’s not forget that, while many 
organizations are having trouble 
surviving or being forced to shrink 

their efforts, LHM has been growing . 
Why is that? Most importantly, we rely 
on our faith and the grace of God during 
these difficult times. I also believe 
it’s because we focus on the ministry 
before us rather than that of the past, 
that we are seeking a true assessment 
of what we are accomplishing and 
changing when necessary, and that 
we are connecting in meaningful ways 
with the hearts and minds of our 
constituency . This may sound simple, 
but it’s not . If it were simple, everyone 
else would be doing the same thing .

We could not accomplish any of this 
without the ongoing generosity from 
people like you . Thank you for being 
part of our global ministry family, your 
unwavering passion to share the hope 
of Jesus with a hurting world, and your 
continuous financial support as we 

respond to changing times with a 
changeless message . You remain in the 
LHM family’s prayers now and always, 
that God might grant us all a measure of 
comfort and lift us up in care and love .

I invite you to explore this year’s 
ministry impact report to see just a few 
ways God is working through you to 
help individuals worldwide find hope, 
comfort, and relief in the Gospel . I hope 
you are humbled to see how He uses 
our talents and treasures to change 
lives by making His Gospel known .

Your Partner in HIS Mission,

KURT BUCHHOLZ
PRESIDENT & CEO, 
LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES

Following are 
some of the ways 

in which LHM was 
abundantly blessed 
by God during the 

last year thanks 
to your generous 

support.

How God 
Changed Lives 
Through LHM 

in 2021

A  Y E A R  I N 
R E V I E W
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In addition to touching the 
lives of around one million 

listeners a week on more 
than 1,800 traditional 
radio stations throughout 

North America, The 
Lutheran Hour is also heard 

today on new media platforms 
such as a podcast, mobile app, Amazon Alexa, 
Google Home, Spotify, iHeartRadio, and Sirius XM 
satellite radio . 

A new podcast, The (Im)Partial Church, debuted 
in 2021 with hopeful content about race, culture, 
diversity, and the Christian faith . Over the span 
of 10 episodes, deaconess and professor Janine 
Bolling and her brother, Rev . Dr . Gerard Bolling, 
gave listeners powerful insights on cross-cultural 
friendships, prejudice, the power of language, 
forgiveness, being an outsider, 
what a good neighbor is, and 
how we’re all members of a 
multi-ethnic family . Their 
spirited conversations 
were full of colorful 
details drawn from family 
life—both past and present .

The third year of the 
successful Gospel Adventures 

program visited the 
southeast Asia country 
of Thailand . Just like 
previous adventures, 
Thailand Trek offered 
elementary and middle 
school students a five-
day curriculum, videos, 
interactive website, theme 
music, optional game and snack activities, and 
an overarching biblical theme . This virtual 
experience also offered a challenge to participants 
to help raise funds to create LHM goody bags for 
the LHM—Thailand team to distribute during 
their school visits throughout the year . More than 
1,000 teachers, parents, and other educators 
registered for Gospel Adventures: Thailand Trek—
giving more than 30,000 students a firsthand 
look at how God so loves the world. 

LHM’s successful Vivenciar.net 
platform, already a popular resource 

across Latin America, is now reaching 
Spanish-speaking audiences in 
the United States with answers 

addressing spiritual questions and 
shifting cultural values . The digital platform 

offers guidance, support, and direction to 
individuals seeking help about relevant topical 

issues through live chats, blog posts, articles, 
e-books, and courses . Since young adults 

are often gravitating to the internet 
seeking answers, including millions 

who are curious—or have doubts—about 
Christianity, Vivenciar .net offers a space 

where trained volunteers can listen to what 
people have to say about specific situations in 

their lives and accompany them in these moments 
with biblically-based support and guidance .

In Latin America, LHM launched a digital 
content platform in Spanish called Lugar De Fe, 
with materials focused and directed specifically to 
help suffering people at this time of the pandemic . 
As a dynamic platform, Lugar De Fe is focusing 

on pandemic issues first, and 
soon it will offer all LHM 

Spanish materials according 
to thematic seasons, as 

well as digital materials 
and programs from the 

ministry centers in the 
region. The platform is filled 

with a variety of materials 
and content that are offered 

for download, like e-books, 
videos, webinar content, podcasts, and more .

In 2018, LHM embarked in a partnership with Barna Group—an industry 
leader for research-based insights about faith and culture, leadership and 
vocation, and generational groups—for a critical study of faith in America . 
After evaluating our own spiritual conversations, and the spiritual vibrancy 
of our households, this past year we began looking outward, starting right 
where we live . During a time when individuals are searching for hope, and 
community is more important than ever, we are answering the question, 

“How can I bring hope to my neighborhood?”
The newest research topic, Better Together, helped 

us learn more about the types of people who 
are taking initiative in their communities—who 
gather, donate, serve, create, teach, mobilize, and 

innovate, alongside other passionate neighbors, 
to meet needs around them . From this research, a 

new box of faith-based materials was developed 
to complement and expand LHM’s growing 

inventory of Barna-based tools . Contents of the 
Better Together kit include fascinating research 

and expert commentary that speak powerfully 
to the possibilities of shaping neighborhoods in healthy ways . Its book, 
booklets, and monograph provide a handy reference when thinking about 
how to live out the Christian vocation of neighbor, and a Neighborhood 
Bingo game is perfect for getting to know your neighbors .

Drawing from insights learned from the Better Together research, LHM 
established The Hopeful Neighborhood Project this past spring . The 
Hopeful Neighborhood Project is a collaborative network committed to 

improving neighborhood well-being 
around the world . The resources and 
online network equip and encourage 
neighbors to work together, using their gifts 
and the gifts of their community, to pursue 
the common good of their neighborhood . At 
LHM we’ve identified three important steps 
toward healthier, more hopeful neighborhoods . First, discover the gifts . 
Second, imagine the possibilities . And third, pursue the common good . When 
put into action, these steps can help us make real connections with our 
neighbors, increase neighborhood well-being, and work toward a world 
where everyone is recognized as a gift from God with gifts to share .

Various aspects of the research findings and their application served as 
the foundation for presentations given at conferences across the United 
States in 2021, including the LWML Convention, National Youth Workers 
Conference, Best Practices Heartland, Siebert Lutheran Foundation’s 
Inspired to Thrive Conference, and many others . Attendees of the Lutheran 

Laymen’s League virtual events learned in the spring what 
Households of Faith are, why they matter to God, and how 

to nurture the faith of individual households . 
The fall event then reviewed the basics of 

Households of Faith, highlighted new interviews 
with single households that have grown in 
spiritual vibrancy, and taught about spiritual 

coaching, both within the household setting 
and in the congregational setting .

IMPACTING PEOPLE  Digitally

IMPACTING PEOPLE  Right Where They Are

Learn how to love your neighbors 
and your neighborhood with tools 

that will help you make a difference 
right in your own community.

LHM.ORG/TOGETHER People Connected with Christian 
Communities Annually
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MINISTRY BY THE NUMBERS

Bringing Christ to the Nations—
and the Nations to the Church through

295 
Staff Members

70,000 
Engaged Constituents

1 millionListeners to The Lutheran Hour® 
Each Week

39,478
New Bible Correspondence 
Course Students Enrolled 
Around the World Last Year

1,235,670Annual Responses 
to Outreach Efforts

1,800+North American Stations 
Airing The Lutheran Hour

119,640People Trained in Sharing 
their Faith Last Year

15,960People Connected with Christian 
Communities Annually

45,499Annual Referrals to Churches 
and Christian Communities

150 million+People Reached with the 
Gospel Globally Every Week

60+Countries Reached 
by Ministry
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International Lutheran Laymen’s League and Subsidiaries 
Consolidating Statement of Activities (in thousands) 
Year ended May 31, 2021, with comparative totals for 2020

 OPERATING SUPPORT 
 AND REVENUE

 Donor support $34,572 $285 $34,857 $31,972 

 Building tenant rent 1,610 - 1,610 1,542 

 Other income, net 3,722 5,682 9,404 472 
 Operating income 39,904 5,967 45,871 33,986 

 OPERATING EXPENSES

 Ministries 24,966 - 24,966 25,458 

 Building tenant services 1,151 - 1,151 1,165 

 Administration and Fundraising 7,908 534 8,442 8,067 
 Operating Expenses 34,025 534 34,559 34,690 

 Operating Income in 

 Excess of Expenses  5,879 5,433 11,312 (704)

 Endowment and other 
 fund distributions 997 (997)             -                  - 
 
 Change in Net Assets 6,876 4,436 11,312 (704)

 Net Assets, Beginning of Year 27,810 17,389 45,199 45,903 

 Net Assets, End of Year $34,686 $21,825 $56,511 $45,199

Lutheran Hour Ministries is the registered d/b/a name for the International Lutheran Laymen’s League.
A copy of the full audit report is available online at lhm.org/report.

2020 
CONSOLIDATED 

TOTALS 
INT’L LUTHERAN 

LAYMEN’S LEAGUE
LHM     

FOUNDATION

2021 
CONSOLIDATED

TOTALS

The LHM Board of Directors and The Lutheran Hour Ministries Foundation want to thank you for being part 
of the LHM family in 2021. The work that we are blessed to do is only possible because of God’s grace and the 
tens of thousands of passionate lay members and volunteers who partner with this ministry every day. Please 

continue to remember us in your prayers as we work to discern and follow the Lord’s guidance for LHM.
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St. Louis, Missouri 
 
Glenn Gerber 
Murrieta, California 
 
Mercedes Hendricks 
Laguna Hills, California 
 
Scott Homan 
St. Louis, Missouri 
 
Aaron Pawlitz
St. Louis, Missouri 
 

Lynn Scudieri
Secretary
Naples, Florida

David Lanius
Treasurer
St. Louis, Missouri

Lois Engfehr
Assistant Secretary
Collinsville, Illinois

Lloyd Probasco 
Grand Island, Nebraska 
 
Robert “Bob” Rauscher
Board of Directors 
Representative
Scottsdale, Arizona 
 
Kurt Senske 
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