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Dear Fellow Undershepherds of the Savior: 

Blessings to you select few who are privileged to proclaim the crucified and risen Redeemer. May you do so with boldness, 
clarity and conviction. 

Not only is this my prayer, it is also the petition of many of God’s people who sit in the pews where the Holy Spirit has called 
upon you to serve. This I say with no little degree of confidence. I say it because many of your people send me letters, emails 
and visit with me personally. 

High on the list of their concerns is the state of Christianity in North America. 

Those who watch the religious news, and many of them do, are upset by the attacks which are being directed against the Savior, 
His preachers and His people. They are shocked that the common denominator for many Colleges, Courts and Comedians is a 
dislike and disregard for the Savior’s story of salvation. 

Even worse, our people are saddened to see one denomination after another compromise their traditional doctrinal, and 
Scriptural positions so they might become more acceptable to the world . 

I give thanks that so many within our membership are coming together and saying, “Sir, we would see Jesus.” It us our 
privileged calling to encourage believers in the faith even as we do our best to reach out to the lost.

God bless you as the Holy Spirit uses you to touch the lost with the message of life.  In Christ I remain, 
His servant and yours, 

Kenneth R. Klaus, Speaker Emeritus, The Lutheran Hour

Ephesians 3: 7-9
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5 Sunday Lent

Resurrection Sunday

3 Sunday Easter

6 Sunday Easter

Pentecost

Peter & Paul
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CALENDAR DATE:  .................................................6 APRIL, 2014
CHURCH DATE:  ..................................... FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
THE TEXTS:  EZEKIEL 37:1-14; ROMANS 8:1-11; JOHN 11:1-45 (46-5); JOHN 11:17-27, 38-53

SUMMARY
Any pastor who has been around for a while has conducted his fair share of funerals. We know that there are almost an infinite number 
of family variables when it comes to saying farewell to the dearly departed. Some want flowers, others want none; some want burial, 
others cremation; some want open casket, others closed. Still, there is one thing which is consistent in every funeral service: when we 
bury ‘em, they stay buried. In contrast to this common human fact, all three of our texts speak of God miraculously bringing back to life 
those who are dead. You may pick and choose from Ezekiel’s vivid dry bone imagery, Paul’s logical differentiation of those who are or 
are not made alive in Christ; or the Savior’s temporal preview of what believers can expect to experience on Judgment Day. No matter 
which text(s) you choose to work with, the urging remains: Jesus lived, died, and rose to save all the lost and we must urge our people 
to be the good news tellers so that heavenly crowd may be as large as is possible. (And, yes, keep the emphasis on the Holy Spirit Who 
alone calls, gathers, and enlightens.) 

THE TEXT(S) FOR EVANGELISM EMPHASIS 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 37 The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle 
of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, 
and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4 

Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God 
to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come 
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 7 So I prophesied 
as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 
8 And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no 
breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: 
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 
breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these 
bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.’ 12 Therefore 
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And 
I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, 
O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I 
am the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord.”

Romans 8:1-11 8 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you 
free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set 
their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set 
the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, 
for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 You, however, are not in the 
flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his 
Spirit who dwells in you.

John 11:17-27, 38-53  17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 

So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give 
you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on 
the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and 
everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 
lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an 
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odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So 
they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always 
hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said these 
things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen 
strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had 
come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him. 46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had 
done. 47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. 
48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 
49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. 50 Nor do you understand that it is 
better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” 51 He did not say this of his own accord, 
but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but also to gather into 
one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 53 So from that day on they made plans to put him to death.

POSSIBLE SERMON TITLES AND EXPLANATIONS

1. ZOMBIES – EMPHASIS ON OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
Let’s see, there’s the Night of the Living Dead, Dawn of the Dead, Day of the Dead, Land of the Dead, Diary of the Dead, Survival of the 
Dead, Shaun of the dead and Planet Terror. (For those of you who illustrate with a projector short and amusing video clips of Zombie’s 
are on the Internet. If I were pressed I could give you another half-dozen titles of movies which deal with zombies. Not only are Zombies 
a cinema mainstay, they are also big on college campuses where students get dressed up and pretend to be living-dead who want to 
find, catch and feast on real red-blooded men and women. In legend, and according to some religions, a zombie is: a human who has 
died and is brought back to “life,” albeit without a beating heart or a real nervous system.  

Any contemporary reader who looks at the “dry-bones” passage of Ezekiel 37 might be forgiven for thinking the Lord is talking 
reanimating His own version of the zombie. Nothing could be further from the truth. When the Lord brings someone back to life, as 
was the case for Lazarus and our Savior Who rose according to prophecy, they are not cut-rate, bargain-basement, second-rate human 
beings. They are the real McCoy. 

But that does not mean there are no zombies among us. There are many who could aptly be described as “living-dead.” These are the 
people who, without faith in the Savior, remain dead in their sins and condemned to live an existence which is devoid of forgiveness, 
peace, and joy. 

Now the big question about zombies is, “What to do with them?” The movies say you have to shoot them in the head if you really wish 
to dispose of them. But that is not what the Lord wants us to do with our living-dead. He wants us to share Jesus and the blood-bought 
salvation He has won for us. He wants us to share Jesus so dry bones may be fleshed out and brought into heaven.  

2. SOME CONDEMNATION – EMPHASIS ON EPISTLE LESSON
We live at a time when nobody is wrong. Like Fonzie in the old TV sitcom Happy Days, the world has a problem saying the words I was 
w-w-w-wrong. We may have been misdirected, we may have been misunderstood or misinterpreted, but we weren’t wrong. Children 
don’t fail tests; they merely don’t understand the process. We don’t have winners and losers. They have been replaced by people who 
do their best. Businesses don’t fail; they just have a fatal downturn. Criminals don’t do bad things; they are the product of parental 
misunderstanding, poverty, chemical, emotional, or psychological imbalances. That is especially true when you hear the opening line 
of today’s Epistle Lesson: “Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” That’s an absolute truth. Which 
means the reverse is also an absolute truth: there IS condemnation for those who are NOT in Christ Jesus. 

Paul’s closing line in this text is also an absolute. He says: “IF the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.” Once again, we have an 
absolute statement. Conversely, that means: Those who do not have the Spirit in them will not have a glorified body on Judgment Day. 

From the world’s perspective, St. Paul is speaking way too strongly. The world would prefer to have an escape clause, a loophole, 
a dodge, or way of escape. Sadly for them, there is none. Which is why, if we wish to see these folks in heaven, we must do all we 
can to share the Savior and the salvation which He brings. Illustrative material could include other rules of life for which there are no 
exceptions. i.e., jumping from the Empire State Building without a chute and expecting to live; trying to swim the Atlantic underwater 
with one breath of air. Impossible! No exceptions. 

3. I BELIEVE – EMPHASIS ON GOSPEL LESSON
Being the sister who complained about Mary’s work ethic, for centuries Martha has received bad press from the pulpit. This is our 
chance to balance the scales. The declaration of faith she makes in this text is without equal in the Gospels. Her simple, “I believe” is 
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profound, powerful, and unconditional. Not only does she believe that Jesus is the promised Messiah, she also holds that He will bring 
about a resurrection from the dead on the Day of Judgment. That Jesus has such power is shown in what transpires at the grave. 

It is the raising of Lazarus, more than any other act or preaching, which sets the Christ on a collision course with the cross. (See John 
12:10) Indeed, with this miracle, many individuals are brought to faith and even Jesus’ enemies must admit that something special has 
happened with the raising of Martha’s brother. Now here is the important part. Most of the world’s doubters are not going to get an 
opportunity to see another Lazarus miracle. They must be given a faith which believes without seeing.  

That’s asking a lot, because people don’t believe without seeing, do they? Well, actually, they do. Most have never been to the North or 
South Poles, but we believe they are there. Most believe there was an Abraham Lincoln, but they have never met him. Most believe in 
viruses and bacteria, but we have never seen them or shaken their hands. We believe in many things, why not this miracle which was so 
powerful Jesus’ enemies were compelled to acknowledge it? 

We need to witness to these unbelieving folks around us because, unlike the eye-witnesses and the priests, they have no time to 
consider things. The day they see someone raised from the dead will be Judgment Day… and on that day it will be too late to consider 
and form a new opinion. No, we must witness so they, like Martha in the story, may proclaim, “I believe You are the Christ and in You 
resurrection from the dead can and will happen.” 

ILLUSTRATIONS

UNBELIEVERS ARE DEDICATED TO SPEAK AGAINST THE GOSPEL - Samuel Clemens, aka, Mark Twain, was a brilliant writer, an 
insightful humorist, a first-class speaker, and a critical observer of the human condition. Sadly, Mr. Clemens felt his undeniable ability to 
find our foibles, to point out life’s pathos, to make us smile and laugh at our insecurities, inconsistencies, and contradictions somehow 
qualified him to be a critic of God; that his keen eye for earthly activities gave him the credentials to pass judgment on the workings of 
the Deity. Which is just another way of saying that the death of his brother in a steamboat accident, his involvement in the tragedy of 
the Civil War, the hypocritical attitude of some Christians, and the tragic death of his only son convinced Clemens that the concept of a 
caring God, a loving God, a gracious Deity was baloney, bunkum, and balderdash. Of course, when Clemens was in front of the general 
public, he felt it wiser to keep such heretical opinions muffled and muzzled; but when he was with his wife, with his beloved Olivia, he 
was merciless in his criticism of religion in general and Christ, Christians, and Christianity in particular. Mr. Clemens is quoted as having 
once said, “I would not interfere with anyone’s religion, either to strengthen it or to weaken it. I am not able to believe one’s religion 
can affect his hereafter one way or the other, no matter what that religion may be.” The truth is, Clemens did interfere with the religion 
of others. The man who took pride in his ability to accurately observe, record, and share the human condition, somehow managed to 
miss the mark when it came to examining himself and what his criticisms of Christianity was doing to his wife’s Presbyterian faith. His 
outspoken opinions, his overstated objections, his endless whining against the Lord, against the faith, and against the elect, slowly and 
thoroughly ground down his wife’s beliefs until no faith in a loving Deity was left to her. According to Clemens’ biographer, in 1876 Livy 
underwent a time of psychological and mental bereavement. Genuinely concerned with his wife’s condition, Clemens swallowed his 
pride, set aside his low opinion of Jesus, and asked his wife if she couldn’t find some kind of comfort in her Christian faith. With sadness 
in her face and in her words, Olivia replied, “(No) I can’t… I haven’t any.” Looking back on that conversation, Clemens later confessed 
he felt a great deal of guilt because he was the one who had undermined his wife’s faith; he was the one who had planted the seeds 
of doubt in her heart; he had been the individual who had robbed his wife of her earthly and heavenly hope. So strong was Clemens’ 
regret, he reluctantly admitted he would have changed things if he had been given the chance. Of course, the chance to put things 
right never came. It seldom does. 

WHAT IS IMPORTANT: An English warship of the olden times is cruising the ocean and she spies a Spanish galleon in the distance 
laden with gold from the Indies. Captain and men are determined to overtake and capture her, for they have a relish for prize money, 
but their vessel sails heavily. What then? If she will not move because of her load, they fling into the sea everything they can lay their 
hands on, knowing that if they can capture the Spanish vessel, the booty will make amends for all they lose and vastly more! Do you 
wonder at their eagerness to lose the little to gain the great? Sailor, why cast overboard those useful things? “Oh,” he says, “they are 
nothing compared with that prize over yonder. If we can but get side by side and board her, we will soon make up for all that we now 
throw into the sea.”

ARE WE READY - On Halloween, a number of years ago, Orson Wells produced a radio drama about an imaginary attack from outer 
space. A student at Campbell College in North Carolina, turned on his radio midway through the broadcast. He didn’t realize he 
was listening to a work of fiction. When the announcer described fire falling from above, the student recalled some sermons from his 
boyhood and decided the end of the world had come. He grabbed the telephone and cried: “Mama, Mama, have you got your radio 
on? It’s Judgment Day, and I’m not ready to meet God!” The next day his classmates took him apart like a clock. The teasing was 
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merciless. It stayed that way until chapel when the pastor said, “I understand one of the boys got a lot of ribbing because he got scared 
listening to the radio program last night.” And then he paused, “But, young men and women, what if it had truly been the end of the 
world last night -- would you be ready?” There it was, the “what if.” 

ONE PERSON CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE - A number of years ago a long-term study was conducted by Johns Hopkins University. A 
professor had his graduate students interview and investigate the background of 200 boys who were growing up in poverty. Then, on 
the basis of the information, the students were asked to predict the future of those boys. The college students predicted 90% of those 
12-to-16-year old lads were going to spend serous time in jail. As I said, this was a long-term study. It was ‘long-term’ because, twenty-
five years later, the university sent researchers into the area to re-interview those boys who had now grown into men. The study wanted 
to see what had happened in a quarter century; it wanted to find out if the predictions had been accurate. Of course, there had been 
changes during the 25 years. Some boys had moved, some couldn’t be found, and a few had died. Of the 180 who could be found, 
only four had spent any time in jail. The researchers were amazed. When they tried to determine how their predictions could have been 
so wrong, a pattern emerged. One after another of the now grown-up boys said, “Well, there was this teacher…..” One after another 
of the boys talked about how they had been touched by the same teacher. The researchers had to know, “Is this teacher still alive?” 
Well, yes, she was. She was alive and living by herself in a retirement home. Eagerly they went to her and asked, “What did you do 
that left such an impact on so many boys who seemed destined for a bad life?” The teacher thought, thought again, and then thought 
some more. Finally she said, “Nothing comes to me. I didn’t do anything. All I tried to do was truly love my students.’ That’s the story. 
Now, here’s the question: do you think that story is real? I mean, do you think that story really happened? Do you think love can change 
people and their destinies?

WHAT WILL IT TAKE? -- “WHAT MAKES A GOOD CHURCH?”
If all the lazy folks will get up,
And all the sleeping folks will wake up,
And all the discouraged folks will cheer up, 
And all gossiping folks will shut up,
And all the dishonest folks will confess up,
And all the estranged folks will make up,
And all the disgusted folks will sweeten up,
And all the lukewarm folks will fire up,
And all the dry bones will shape up,
And all the sanctified folks will show up,
And all the leading folks will pay up,
And all the true soldiers will stand up,
Then, and only then, will we have a good church.

THE LORD ACCOMPLISHES HIS MISSION
Henry Stanley was the explorer and he was telling an African chief about Jesus; when the African chief started crying and desired to 
know more. That night Stanley was pacing the floor, and decided to write a letter for missionaries to come to Africa. There was no 
telegraph, no mail, no trains, and Stanley did not know what to do? Stanley had a Frenchman that was home sick, so Stanley gave 
the letter to him to take back to England.  The young man took the dangerous trip down the Nile River. The natives caught him and 
killed him, they robbed him, and left his body not buried.  The corpse rotted on the hot dry sand. Months passed and the message for 
missionaries was doomed. One day English soldiers just happened upon the body and his boots were near his bones. They found the 
letter written by Stanley, and sent it to the Governor of Egypt. The Governor forwarded the letter to England. Seven months from the 
day it was written in was printed in THE DAILY TELEGRAM in London. Here is part of that message: 

 King Mutesa of Uganda has been asking me about the white man’s God. Although I had not expected turning missionary, for   
 days I have been telling this black king all the Bible stories I know.  He has further caused the Ten Commandments, as well as  
 The Lord’s Prayer and the Golden Commandment of our Savior,  ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,’ to be written on   
 boards for his daily reading.  Oh, that some pious, practical missionary would come here! 

The day the article ran in the paper, seven young men responded and went to Uganda as missionaries. One of those was Alexander 
McKay who became the Holy Spirit’s voice to win many thousands for the Savior. 

The Sunday School teacher told the 5th grade class that Jesus was buried in a borrowed tomb. One student said that she knew why. 
“Jesus only used it three days.”
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A BETTER UNDERSTANDING - Young Harold had a really bad case of Attention Deficit Disorder. On Palm Sunday, Harold’s Sunday 
School teacher sent empty plastic eggs home with each of her students. Mrs. Wilson told them to bring something back in the eggs 
next Sunday to represent Easter. She really didn’t expect Harold to bring anything, because he never listened in class. The next Sunday 
her children brought their eggs back. Susan had a pretty spring flower inside her egg. Joey had a little cross in his egg. Jackie had put 
a plastic butterfly in her egg. But, just as Mrs. Wilson suspected, there was nothing in Harold’s egg. She was surprised that he even 
remembered to bring it back! She had praised each of the other children for what they brought, but she didn’t say anything about 
Harold’s empty egg. Harold looked at her with anticipation and said, “Mrs. Wilson, you didn’t say anything about my egg!” Mrs. Wilson 
said, “But, Harold, you don’t have any reminder of Easter in your egg.” Harold replied, “Uh-huh! It’s empty just like Jesus’ tomb!”

NO CONDEMNATION - Christ meets you outside the throne room, takes you by the hand, and walks you into the presence of God. 
Upon entrance we find grace, not condemnation; mercy, not punishment. Where we would never be granted an audience with the King, 
we are now welcomed into His presence. If you are a parent, you understand this. If a child you don’t know appears on your doorstep and 
asks to spend the night, what would you do? Likely you would ask him his name, where he lives, find out why he is roaming the streets, 
and contact his parents. On the other hand, if a youngster enters your house escorted by your child, that child is welcome. The same is 
true with God. By becoming friends with the Son we gain access to the Father.

NOBODY HAD EXPLAINED - Many years ago in St. Louis, a lawyer visited a Christian to transact some business. Before the two parted, 
his client said to him, “I’ve often wanted to ask you a question, but I’ve been afraid to do so.” “What do you want to know?” asked 
the lawyer. The man replied, “I’ve wondered why you’re not a Christian.” The man hung his head, “I know enough about the Bible to 
realize that it says no drunkard can enter the kingdom of God; and you know my weakness!” “You’re avoiding my question,” continued 
the believer. “Well, truthfully, I can’t recall anyone ever explaining how to become a Christian.” Picking up a Bible, the client read some 
passages showing that all are under condemnation, but that Christ came to save the lost by dying on the cross for their sins. “By having 
Jesus as your Substitute and Redeemer,” he said, “you can be forgiven. If you’re willing to acknowledge Jesus, let’s pray together.” The 
lawyer agreed, and when it was his turn he exclaimed, “O Jesus, I am a slave to drink. One of your servants has shown me how to be 
saved. O God, forgive my sins and help me overcome the power of this terrible habit in my life.” The converted lawyer was C.I. Scofield, 
who later edited the reference Bible that bears his name.   P. Meier, Christian Child Rearing, Baker, 1977, p. 49ff.
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CHURCH DATE:  .............................................................13 APRIL, 2014
CALENDAR DATE:  .......................................................PALM SUNDAY 
THE TEXTS:  ISAIAH 50:4-9A; PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11; MATTHEW 26:1-27:66
MATTHEW 27:11-66; JOHN 12:20-43

CALENDAR DATE:  ........................................................17 APRIL, 2014 
CHURCH DATE:  .................................................. MAUNDY THURSDAY
THE TEXTS:  ...EXODUS 24:3-11; HEBREWS 9:11-22; MATTHEW 26:17-30
EXODUS 12:1-14; 1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-32; JOHN 13:1-17, 31B-35

CALENDAR DATE:  ........................................................18 APRIL, 2014 
CHURCH DATE:  ............................................................GOOD FRIDAY
THE TEXTS:  ISAIAH 52:13-53:12; HEBREWS 4:14-16; 5:7-9; JOHN 18:1-19:42;
JOHN 19:17-30
 

CALENDAR DATE:  ........................................................20 APRIL, 2014 
CHURCH DATE:  ............................................RESURRECTION SUNDAY
THE TEXTS:  .....ACTS 10:34-43; COLOSSIANS 3:1-4; MATTHEW 28:1-10; 
JEREMIAH 31:1-6

SUMMARY

Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Today you are privileged to preach on that singular event which has changed our world and our 
eternity. It is worth noting that in Arabia, our brothers and sisters in the faith greet the dawn of death’s defeat with the words: “Al 
Massiah qam!” (Phonetic pronunciations) Christ is risen! A quarter of the globe away, Mandarin Chinese share the same saving 
success story by saying: “Ji-du fu-huo-le!” In Germany, the birthplace of the Reformation, worshippers, hurrying to fill churches and 
cathedrals, greet each other with: “Christus ist auferstanden” and in Greece believers say: “Christos Anesti!” Only in North America 
do we celebrate Resurrection Sunday with a weak “Happy Easter” that makes no reference to Jesus’ defeat of death. That is because 
the world, with its talk of love, peace, and giving, can celebrate the birth of a Baby at Christmas, but to accept Jesus’ resurrection a 
person must also confess His Deity and His success in saving sinners. Recognizing this truth, right from the start, the announcement 
of the resurrection is accompanied by an order to “go tell.” Tell the disciples, tell Peter, tell everybody. The world may still think the 
resurrection is foolishness, but this Sunday we are evangelists, we are tellers of the Good News: Christ is risen!

THE TEXT(S) FOR EVANGELISM EMPHASIS 

Acts 10:34-43 34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who 
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through 
Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism 
that John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of 
the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and made him to 
appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. 42 And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living 
and the dead. 43 To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Matthew 28:1-10 Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see 
the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the 
stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards trembled and 
became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is 
not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the 
dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the 
tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and 
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took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and 
there they will see me.”

POSSIBLE SERMON TITLES AND EXPLANATIONS

1. THE UNEXPECTED – SERMON BASED ON ACTS 10:34-43 
Life is filled with disappointments. That is because people and things very seldom fulfill our expectations. The toy which is advertised 
on TV doesn’t do the same things at home. Our new car doesn’t get the same mileage as was advertised. Even the spouse we married 
is not the perfection on which we had gambled. The same thing can be said about the Lord. Almost. In truth, the Lord doesn’t fulfill our 
expectations, He exceeds them. Cases in point are the two main characters in Acts 10. The first is Cornelius, the Centurion. Probably 
promoted from within the ranks of these Italian bowmen, Cornelius would have been an exemplary soldier. More than that, he supports 
charity and is a prayerful man. Still, living under the law, his belief was incomplete. When the Spirit moved him to send for Peter, 
Cornelius would have been amazed at the message of grace which he heard… a message which centered on the Christ. The risen 
Redeemer exceeded expectations for the Roman centurion. 

But Jesus also exceeded expectations for Peter. A good, Jewish boy, Peter had to be taught, because of Jesus, he no longer was under 
the law. That first lesson was followed by one even more surprising: Gentiles needed to hear the story of the risen Lord so they, too, 
could believe. Yes, the Lord exceeded Peter’s expectations. Not surprising. Jesus regularly did that. He exceeded expectations when 
He walked on the water and when He stilled the storm. He exceeded expectations when He spoke to a Samaritan woman and when He 
healed the lepers. Most of all Jesus had exceeded expectations when He rose from the dead. None of the disciples had expected that. 
Still, it happened and now it was their job to share that news with the world.

It is an ongoing job. You see, the world has expectations of God and His people. They expect us, like our Lord to be narrow, egotistical, 
and legalistic. That is because they don’t understand the freedom and forgiveness which were won the day the Savior rose. God has 
exceeded our expectations, now it is our turn to try and fulfill His. 

2.   BUT NOT THEM – SERMON BASED ON ACTS 10:34-43 
An atheist once said, “If I believed as you Christians do, that hell is a place of eternal torment and heaven is everlasting bliss, I wouldn’t 
be able to sleep until every person in the world had heard how to be saved.” We Christians agree… at least in principle. Those who 
would preach this sermon will be asking their people, “Who do you NOT want to see in heaven.” Silly? Perhaps not. In theory we 
admit that we want everyone in heaven. That’s theory. The actuality is, “Who are we going to tell, ‘Christ is risen?’” Statistics say most 
Christians never invite anyone to meet their Savior. Most denominations say their mission budget is being reduced each year. It appears 
that sharing the resurrection reality is not a priority for many.

If that is the case, let’s take a look at those for whom Jesus died and rose. Did Jesus rise to save Herod, the man who tried to kill Him 
shortly after His birth? Did Jesus die to save the Pharisees who put heavy burdens on others and tried to discredit Him? Did Jesus die 
for the men who beat Him, whipped Him, lied about Him, crowned Him with thorns, laughed at Him? Did He die for the disciple who 
denied Him; the man who persecuted His followers, the Centurion from Rome? Did Jesus REALLY rise from the dead so all these could 
be saved and does he REALLY want us to tell everyone? 

He did, and in doing so He paid the price necessary to save them. Now if Jesus could forgive these folks, if He wants them to know 
how they can be saved, should we not do all we can to see them in heaven? So we ask again, “Who do you not want to see in heaven?” 
Better yet, let’s turn that around: “Whom are you willing to talk to so they can be saved?” Would you talk to Hitler or Columbine’s 
killers? How about the rapist or the fellows who steal from widows? Jesus wants them to be called to repentance, repentance, faith, 
and salvation which is made possible by the words: “Christ is risen.” As the man said, “If those words are true, we dare not rest until 
everyone has heard how to be saved.”  

3. DISCOURAGED, DEPRESSED, DELIVERED– SERMON ON THE GOSPEL
There are moments in history after which the world would never again be the same. (The preacher might include, but certainly would 
not be limited to: the discovery of gunpowder, germs and bacteria, air-flight, the computer chip, etc. Please feel free to list, and flesh 
out those things which you feel are most significant.) Still, there is no event which has proven to be more transforming than that which 
took place when Jesus rose from the dead. Let us take a look at the changes which took place for those who were there that day. 

The DiscourageD – Have you ever been discouraged at the unfairness of life? (The preacher may insert some examples.) You are not 
alone. There is little doubt the guards at Jesus’ tomb were discouraged. Their comrades were all comfortably asleep while they were 
ordered to spend the night awake through the cold, Judean night.  What a waste of time. Worst of all, they had been instructed to 
guard a Corpse. Not a prisoner, but a Corpse. Like the cynics and skeptics of our modern day world, no doubt they thought, “It’s not 
like Jesus is going anywhere. Friday’s execution squad has made sure of that.” Moreover there was a great, sealed stone guarding the 
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tomb’s entrance. Yes, the guards would have been discouraged as they stood watch that night. There would be no surprises for them. 
They knew that when a person is dead, he’s dead. At least that’s the way it should have been. But their world was changed when 
the earth quaked and the stone was rolled away. Their immediate fear: they would be punished for having botched the job. Their 
secondary fear: they would somehow let slip that Jesus had risen. From then on, like the world, they were dedicated to perpetuating 
a lie. 

The DepresseD – Possibly depression has been your lot in life. (Loss of job, or a loved one, of future plans and dreams might just be a 
few examples.) If so, Resurrection Sunday has some women who understand your darkness of soul. While the rest of the Jewish world 
was celebrating Passover, they were in mourning over the unfair and unjust murder of Jesus. To them He had been a Son, a Friend, a 
loving Preacher, Teacher, and Miracle Worker. He had reached out to the untouchable, been a Friend to those who were unlovable, 
and had spoken words of repentance, forgiveness, and heaven. When the disciples were in hiding, they had stood watch as His 
message and life ended with His being railroaded to the cross. Then, adding insult to injury, they had not been able to properly 
prepare His Body.  That is why, early on Resurrection Sunday, days after He had died, they were making their way through the dark to 
finish His burial and say their final farewells. Like the guards, they knew when a person is dead, he stays dead. 

The DelivereD – Yes, that Resurrection morning their world, like ours, was filled with those who were discouraged, depressed, 
downhearted, dispirited, dejected, and disappointed. It was also, like ours, filled with those who were doomed and damned. But 
then came that moment, that earth-shaking moment, the most important moment in all of human history; an earthquake, an angel, 
an open and empty tomb. And, no matter what might be your level of faith or lack of it, your world was changed. For the soldiers 
who cowered in fear, the world became more frightening. For the women who went to the tomb there was forgiveness, faith, and 
eternal future. Christ is risen! That moment still divides all of humanity; which explains why we who have found the joy of Jesus need 
to let the lost know their world can be changed.  

ILLUSTRATIONS

EXCLUSIONISM: Anyone who loves to watch any sport on any level, anyone who has watched American Idol, or the Voice, or 
Dancing With The Stars is acquainted with the idea of exclusionism. That is because almost every sport and every television 
competition program works toward the idea of discovering who is “best.” One-by-one the teams and contestants are whittled away 
until only one is left standing, only one remains at the top of the hill, only one can claim to be the champion. Of course, exclusionism 
is also a part of life. Have you ever applied for a loan, or applied for a job, or asked a popular girl for a date? Were you turned down? 
Did you see someone else come out ahead of you? Welcome to the world of exclusionism.  Thankfully, the Triune God does not want 
the religion which bears His Son’s Name to practice exclusionism. You may not be surprised, but Peter was… and the world still is. 
In the earliest years of the church there was some discussion, some controversy on just whom did God want in heaven? Indeed, it 
took a vision and a miracle or two for Peter to understand that the saving message, “Christ is risen” was for everybody. That vision, 
accompanied by a visit to a Roman soldier’s home, convinced Peter that the Lord didn’t practice exclusionism. He understood that 
the Resurrection message is God’s invitation to an everlasting, heavenly party and it is our job to extend the Lord’s invitation which 
says, “Let’s celebrate! Christ is risen.” 

NOT ONE OF MANY - We need to always remember: “Christianity does not hold the resurrection to be one among many tenets 
of belief. Without faith in the resurrection--there would be no Christianity at all. The Jesus Movement would have fizzled out like a 
damp firecracker--if he had not conquered death.” As Martin Luther once wrote, “The gospel does not explain the resurrection. The 
resurrection explains why we have the gospels.” As C. S. Lewis reminds us, the resurrection was the foundation of every sermon in 
the book of Acts.

INAUSPICIOUS – The “Grand Opening” was hardly anything but grand. Indeed, it was downright inauspicious. The heat wave had 
lasted 15 days and on July 17, 1955 the thermometer hit 110 degrees. The asphalt had been put down the night before and ladies 
who wore high heels to the gala affair found themselves sinking into and getting stuck in the black gumbo. The plumbers had been 
striking and most of the drinking faucets, while bright and new, were decorative rather than functional. There was a scare about a gas 
leak, a piece of glass fell and clunked a State Senator on the noggin, and Peter Pan’s flight continuously kept breaking down. That is 
why I say ‘Disneyland’s Grand Opening seemed most inauspicious.’ Of course, you know the rest of the story. 

Grand Openings aren’t always “grand.” This Resurrection Sunday consider the story of Peter who was told to share the Gospel with 
Cornelius, a non-Jewish, Roman soldier. Peter, being a good son of Abraham, Isaac, etc. was upset by the order. After all, he had 
been taught that God’s chosen people were God’s only people. To Peter’s way of thinking, if Cornelius wanted to join them, he was 
going to have to go through rituals, rites, and a painful initiation. 

Yes, that is what Peter thought until God gave the Apostle a vision. You can almost see the light bulb going off over Peter’s head. You 
can almost hear him say, “AHHHHHHH, now I get it. God is having a Grand Opening and He wants me to invite everybody.” 
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Yes, Peter got that news, and you may also have gotten that news… but may I, on this Resurrection Sunday, tell you much of the world 
has not.  Much of the world still believes Christianity is the religion of the New World, the exclusive domain of the “white race.” In 
many nations, the news telling about the opening of Jesus’ tomb is simply not that grand. 

LOST BODIES - In Summer of 1993, when the Missouri River ripped through Hardin, Missouri, the grain bins, City Hall, houses, and 
barns gave way. The people no longer had telephones, electricity, or running water.  People thought it couldn’t get any worse. Then it 
got worse. The river cut out a crater 50 feet deep where the cemetery used to be. The river took the cemetery’s trees, the cemetery’s 
brick entryway, and about 900 caskets and burial vaults downstream toward the Mississippi. The vaults came to rest in tree limbs, 
on highways, along railroad tracks, and in bean fields two and three towns away. People who lost everything to the flood were left 
weeping for parents that died decades ago, stillborn children that never grew up, husbands killed in farm accidents, and mothers 
who died in childbirth. Some of the bodies, which had been placed in the cemetery when it was founded in 1910, were never found. 
But it is not because a giant Jerusalem river ripped through its banks and destroyed Joseph of Arimathea’s tomb almost 2,000 years 
ago, that Jesus’ body cannot be found. His body was not swept to the Mediterranean Sea, the Dead Sea, or the Sea of Galilee. 
Nevertheless, His body has not been found. Nor will it ever be. That is because: Christ has risen!

VALUABLE BODIES - A number of years ago, in December, three masked burglars broke into the Louvre Museum in Paris and stole 
the 152-year-old diamond-encrusted dress sword of the French king, Charles X. A museum spokesman said that the sword, made 
in 1824 by French artist Frederic Baptiste for Charles’ coronation, has such historical value that “one cannot set any value on it.” 
That would be true for Jesus’ body as well. No value could be set on it. As Christians, we know that if Jesus’ body were discovered, 
He could not be our Savior. But His body would still have value, because Jesus would remain as the greatest Teacher the world has 
ever seen. His words turned the world upside down as He gave a new way for people to get along together, based on love. Yes, 
Jesus’ body would be invaluable.  But the fact is that the disciples did not steal Jesus’ body away. As they freely admit in the Gospel 
narratives, they were afraid to come out of hiding. The women, not they, were the first to go to the tomb. And those women had gone 
for the express purpose of embalming a dead body, not to be the first witnesses to the resurrection. The disciples did not have the 
courage necessary to brave the guard at the grave, nor the courage to break the seal that was on the tomb. No, the disciples did not 
steal the body and spend the rest of their lives promoting and perpetuating a lie. True, there have been such grand hoaxes in the 
annals of history. But nobody would die, as the disciples did, defending a hoax.

DON’T KNOW HIM - Sadly, the world doesn’t know Jesus. They don’t know Who He is or what He has done. Not unlike the story 
from years ago of a poor crippled man whom some of the neighborhood boys teased unmercifully. Quite a few years ago a poor 
cripple was nicknamed “Old Rattle Bones” by a cruel group of boys on the street. The head mischief maker, Freddie, became quite 
concerned, when it appeared the man had had enough of the name calling. The crippled and twisted man headed straight toward 
Freddy’s home, as he called over his shoulder, “I’m going to talk to your mother about this.”  Because Freddy’s friends were with him, 
he tried to hide his anxiety.  “Go on, Old Rattle Bones,” he shouted, “see who cares if you talk to my mother.” The man said with 
sadness as he continued on his way, merely sighing, much more quietly, “You wouldn’t call me names if you knew me better.” Arriving 
at Freddy’s house, “Old Rattle Bones” was welcomed by Freddy’s mom who immediately told her son to come in also.  Turning to 
Freddie, the man said, “Years ago when you were just a baby, your nurse took you out in your carriage for a ride near the river.  She let 
go of the handle for a moment and your carriage rolled down the hill.  Before she could catch up with it, the buggy had plunged into 
the water below.  I jumped into the river and after a considerable struggle, brought you to shore. I left before anyone could find out 
who I was.  The water that day was frigid, and it aggravated my rheumatic condition.  Now, 10 years later, I can scarcely hobble along.” 
Freddie was touched (When this story took place, children could still be touched by adults with stories like that). Freddy hung his head 
and began to cry. “Thank you for saving me. I’m sorry for calling you ‘Old Rattle Bones.’  I didn’t know who you were!” If the world 
knew Jesus, and it is our job to tell them, they would act differently. 

PUTTING JESUS IN HIS CASKET – Since the Savior came forth from His tomb the world has tried to get rid of Him. In the early 
centuries of the church, the emperor Diocletian set up a stone pillar on which he celebrated what he thought was his great 
accomplishment. The pillar commemorated his action For Having Exterminated The Name Christian From the Earth.  Another Roman 
leader made a coffin, symbolizing his intention “to bury the Galilean” through killing His followers.  He soon learned that he could not 
put the Lord Jesus in that casket, and ended up surrendering his heart to the Savior. 

YOU CAN ONLY DIE ONCE - During the time of Napoleon, a young father was drafted into the army. When the man was drafted, a 
friend volunteered to go in his stead. The substitution was made, and some time later the replacement was killed. Through a clerical 
error, the young father was drafted for a second time. “You can’t take me” he told the surprised officers. “I’m dead.  I died on the 
battlefield.” The officers argued that they could see him standing right in front of them, but he insisted they look on the lists of the 
deceased to find confirmation of his death.  Sure enough, the man’s name appeared there, with the name of his substitute written 
beside it. The officers were not satisfied with the explanation, so the case finally went to the emperor himself.  After examining the 
evidence, Napoleon said, “Through a substitute, this man has not only fought, but has died in his country’s service.  No man can die 
more than once; therefore the law has no claim on him.” That’s what Jesus did for us. 
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HELPING THE LOST – “Go and tell.” That was what the angels said Jesus’ disciples should do with the Resurrection News. We need 
to share the Savior’s victory so people can be brought home. Officer Peter O’Hanlon was patrolling on night duty in northern London 
some years ago when he heard a cry. Investigating, he saw, in the shadows, a little boy sitting on a doorstep. With tears rolling down his 
cheeks, the child whimpered, “I’m lost. Take me home.” O’Hanlon began naming streets as he tried to help the child remember where 
he lived.  When that failed, he listed the area’s well-known shops, but this attempt also failed. Then he remembered that in the center of 
the city was a well-known church with a large white cross which towered above everything else. O’Hanlon pointed to the cross and said, 
“Do you live anywhere near that?” The boy’s face brightened with recognition. “Yes, take me to the cross.  I know my way from there!” 
Having looked into the tomb and finding it empty; having knelt before the cross where Jesus died to set us free,  are you not able to 
shout this joyful Resurrection Sunday in glorious exclamation, “I know my way from here”?

RESERVES, REGRETS, RETREATS - In 1904, William Borden, heir to the Borden Dairy Company, graduated from high school and was 
given a trip around the world. Traveling through Asia, Europe, and the Middle East, seeing the souls still lost, touched Borden’s heart. 
Writing home, he said, “I’m going to give my life to prepare for the mission field.” When he made this decision, he wrote in the back 
of his Bible two words: “No Reserves.” After graduating from Yale University, he turned down high-paying jobs and entered two more 
words in his Bible. “No Retreats.” Borden completed his studies at Princeton Seminary. Borden sailed for China to work with Muslims, 
stopping first in Egypt for some preparation. While in Egypt he was stricken with cerebral meningitis and died within a month. Was 
his life a waste? Not at all. In his Bible underneath the words “No Reserves” and “No Retreats,” Borden had written the words, “No 
Regrets.” I believe that would sum up our Savior’s life as well.  As He lived and died for us, there were No Reserves, No Regrets, and No 
Retreating. Because of what He has done, we ought to do the same. We ought to hold nothing back; we ought to not retreat, and we 
ought to have no regrets. 

CALENDAR DATE:  ........................................................27 APRIL, 2014
CHURCH DATE:  ....................................SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
THE TEXTS:  ........................ ACTS 5:29-42; PETER 1:3-9; JOHN 20:19-31

CALENDAR DATE:  ............................................................4 MAY, 2014
CHURCH DATE:  ........................................ THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
THE TEXTS:  ............ACTS 2:14A, 36-41; 1 PETER 1:17-25; LUKE 24:13-35

SUMMARY

christ is risen! Those three words are the culmination of God’s plan of salvation for sinful humankind. Of particular emphasis in the 
previous sentence are the words, “God’s plan.” You see, there are many plans which have been put on the market which promise peace 
with God and eternal life to all who comply with these human regulations. In contrast to these flawed and foolish plans is the truth of 
God which says Jesus Christ came into this world to seek and save the lost. He lived, suffered, died, and rose so that there might be a 
reconciliation between God and man. In the two passages from today’s readings, which lend themselves to an evangelism emphasis, 
you will see the Lord’s plan comes as a revelation to people who should have known God’s intention. 

The Pentecost crowd to whom Peter spoke was composed of people who had often heard the Old Testament prophecies concerning 
the Messiah. They had seen Jesus, heard His message, evaluated His miracles. In spite of that, under the urging of the Jewish religious 
leaders, they had called for Jesus’ crucifixion. On Pentecost, by the Holy Spirit’s urging, they are cut to the heart by a realization of 
what they had done… and comforted by how the Lord had used Calvary’s terrible tragedy to accomplish His plan. Not surprisingly, 
thousands were baptized… and every day thereafter others were saved by the shared story of the Savior.  

Similarly, the two men, disciples who met with Jesus on the road to Emmaus, say they had “hoped” Jesus was the Messiah. It is only 
when Jesus reveals Himself that their eyes are opened to a right and proper understanding of God’s plan. Jesus’ crucifixion was not the 
end of their hope, it was part of God’s plan which was designed to reconcile the lost. As always, when the two had been given a proper 
understanding of God’s plan, their overpowering reaction was to share the good news of the resurrection with others. 
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In today’s message we encourage the preacher to concentrate on the difference which continues to exist between God’s plan and 
humanity’s plan for salvation. Then, having done so, invite his listeners to share God’s good news. It is simply too precious to be kept 
to yourself.  

THE TEXT(S) FOR EVANGELISM EMPHASIS

ACTS 2:14A, 36-41  14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell 
in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has 
made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to 
Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you 
and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he 
bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word 
were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.

LUKE 24:13-35 13 That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they 
were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus 
himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, 

POSSIBLE SERMON TITLES AND EXPLANATIONS

1. SKINNING A CAT – SERMON BASED ON ACTS 2:14A, 36-41
I am not sure when or under what circumstances the expression, “There is more than one way to skin a cat” came about. Personally, I 
can find no explanation which will not get an individual into trouble with cat lovers or the ASPCA. So, let’s forget about cats. Instead, 
let’s just apply the expression to much of life. Many people believe there are a lot of ways to do just about anything. If I say “this is 
how a person changes a tire,” hundreds of voices will be raised in protest, hundreds of voices who have a better way. That is, in part, 
because today we live in a world where one opinion is supposed to be just as good as another. Yes, I know the advertisers want you to 
believe that their dishwashing soap, underarm deodorant, or pet food is wonderfully better than that of their competitors. I’m amused 
when they tell me that this canned food has the “natural beef flavor that cats crave.” Maybe so, but I have yet to see 12-pound Fluffy 
stalking and bringing down an 800 pound steer. 

The bottom line is: if you love a Yugo, feel free to drive one. If you want to tool around town in a Stanley Steamer, be my guest. If 
you want to wear pink pants and a purple shirt to church (Make sure nobody is wearing pink pants and a purple shirt to church that 
Sunday), nobody is going to mind. All of these things are okay and personal opinion wins out. 

But when it comes to salvation, things are a bit different. That’s what the crowd found out on Pentecost. The crowd to whom Peter 
spoke that Sunday was familiar with Jesus. They had heard some of the radical things He had said (a few examples, e.g., it is better 
to pluck out your eye; give everything to the poor, etc.). They had seen His miracles such as the raising of Lazarus. But they had also 
heard the Pharisees say He was a Hypocrite, a Party-er, a Sinner, a Samaritan, a Devil. Their highest ranking church leaders had said He 
was dangerous and has urged them to call for Jesus’ crucifixion. With Jesus’ own followers having deserted Him, many in that crowd 
might have felt justice had been served when the Savior was crucified on Calvary.  Most certainly, with the death of what appeared to 
be another false prophet, the status quo had been preserved. 

And so things returned to normal. The Jews believed what they thought was right, the Romans and Greeks did the same. It’s not much 
different today. Radical sects within Christianity, Buddhism, Islam, and a host of other lesser religions all promote themselves as being 
righter, better, truer. And, the thinking goes, who is to say if all of them aren’t right and everyone is, in his own way, worshipping the 
same god. 

That is a question which calls for an answer. It is an answer the Triune God is willing to give. With the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, we have evidence that there may be more than one way to skin a cat, but there is only one way to save a soul.  Only 
Christians can say they have a Savior Who, according to prophecy has risen from the dead. Only Christians can say they have a living 
Lord Who has conquered sin, death, and devil. Only Christianity has eyewitnesses who are willing to verify the resurrection reality. 

That was the message the Apostles shared that special Pentecost. They let the world know Jesus wasn’t just a Prophet, a Quack, a false 
Messiah. He was the genuine Article. They told their listeners it does make a difference what you believe and if a person wants to be 
saved, he needs to repent, believe, and be baptized.
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It is a message which we need to share as well. There are times it does make a difference what you believe. You may believe you 
are driving the right way, but if you are going the wrong direction on Highway (Fill in the name), you will die. If you take the wrong 
medicine for your illness, it won’t do you any good and can do you a lot of harm. And if you wish to be saved, no substitutions will do.  
 
2. HORSESHOES AND HAND GRENADES – SERMON BASED ON LUKE 24:13-35
“Close only counts in horseshoes and hand grenades.” That’s what my father used to say when we failed to follow through on a 
promise or a good intention. My mother, who was not a veteran, chose not to refer to weapons in her conversation. That’s why she 
said, “A miss is as good as a mile.” My grandfather preferred the phrase, “Close, but no cigar.” That phrase hankered back to the 
time traveling circuses would come to town and if a player managed to win on the midway, he was awarded a very, very bad cigar. It 
doesn’t make much difference which of these expressions you choose to use, for the purpose of understanding our text for today; 
they all mean the same thing: if you don’t get Jesus right, you’ve got Him wrong. 

Now, the two fellows about whom Luke writes, the fellows headed toward Emmaus, got Jesus wrong. They don’t say a lot, but what 
they do say, from start to finish, is pretty much incorrect. Talking about Jesus they say, He was “a Man who was a mighty Prophet.” 
Well, Jesus most certainly did prophesy. He spoke about the fall of Jerusalem and the end of the world. He gave Peter a few clues 
on how the big Fisherman would die, and He said the story of salvation would be preached throughout the world. Yes, Jesus was 
a Prophet, but that’s not good enough. It’s close, but no cigar. The two disciples were right about Jesus being delivered up to 
be crucified, but they were mistaken when they thought it was the religious leaders who had done that. Jesus went to His cross 
voluntarily and His death was done by the will of His Father. The Emmaus disciples were wrong again when they said, “we had hoped 
He would redeem Israel.” Note the past tense. They were saying, “Before He was dead, we hoped Jesus would save us. But now 
that He’s gone, so is our hope.” Then, of course, is their explanation of the events of Resurrection Sunday. They exhibit no belief, no 
trust in the women’s reports. All they know is Jesus’ borrowed tomb is empty. Listening to these two disciples we conclude they have 
missed by a mile and they don’t win the cigar. 

It didn’t take long for Jesus to lead these two to a proper understanding of God’s plan for salvation. Once they grasped that the risen 
Lord was the LIVING Lord Who had defeated death, these two flew back to Jerusalem so they might tell the disciples. That’s what 
happens when you get really good news… you have to tell somebody. As evidence, I point to the fact that when the two walked in on 
the other friends of Jesus, it must have been a cacophony as both parties hurriedly told about Jesus’ resurrection miracle.   

Just for a moment I would like you to think of your friends who aren’t Christian. Now, in North America, when somebody doesn’t 
believe in Jesus, it is usually not out of ignorance or lack of opportunity. Unbelievers usually have made a conscious choice to not 
follow Him. Among the many (and the preacher will name some of his own pet peeves here) things they believe about Jesus is that: 
He is One among many; He was a Prophet (Islam); He is one of many gods (Islam); He is the one Path to heaven (21st century North 
America), if there is a heaven. He was a good Man; a wise Teacher, a wonderful Philosopher. The disciples made up the story and 
actually Jesus revived and found the French ruling class. Close, but no cigar. Well, the last story isn’t even close. 

Jesus was many of the things people believe about Him, but He was so much more. These people may be right, but they are not 
completely right which means they are wrong. Remember close only counts in horseshoes and hand grenades. Now we who are 
saved have been given the opportunity of setting things straight. We have been asked by the Lord to share His story. It is a privilege, 
an obligation, an opportunity. It is what God’s people have done in every generation. It is what we do if we care, if we really care. After 
all, we don’t want to get to heaven and find our friends have missed getting there because we didn’t want to go that extra mile. 

3. HIM THEY DID NOT SEE - SERMON BASED ON LUKE 24:13-35
One of the great surprises to me as a young person in second grade was that my teacher did not live at school. I do not apologize 
for that bit of naiveté. After all, our teacher was there when I arrived; she was there when I left, and she ate her lunch at school with 
the rest of us. There was nothing to indicate she had an outside life. The first part of the revelation of her alter-ego came when our 
family went to the grocery store and we saw her shopping for food. Later on we went out for lunch after church and there she was at 
the next table… eating with a strange fellow who later became her husband. All of which is my way of saying: sometimes we don’t see 
people, and if we do see them, we may not see them accurately. 

You may have experienced something similar in your own life. Did your parents ever refer to your brother or your sister as the artistic 
one, or the athletic one, or the smart one? At the time, didn’t you take that to mean they saw you as the boring one, the klutzy 
one, or the ignorant one? Did you ever work hard to achieve success and find your efforts had been overlooked and the prize went 
to someone else? Have you ever had someone dismiss you, or misinterpret you, or simply ignore you altogether? All of these are 
variations on the theme which says, “You weren’t seen.” 
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It wasn’t much different for Jesus. Throughout His life He was not seen and if He was seen, He was viewed wrongly. At the beginning of 
His life, King Herod saw Jesus as competition for an earthly throne. At the end of His life the Priests and Sanhedrin saw Him merely as a 
Person Who would bring Rome’s wrath down on the nation. The disciples saw Him as One Who would usher in a new golden age for the 
nation of Israel and the Pharisees saw Him as a Liar, a Friend of sinners, and a Person who disregarded the law. 
Even after Jesus rose from the dead people didn’t see Him. Through her tears Mary Magdalene thought He was the gardener and, at the 
beginning of their time together, the disciples headed to Emmaus were not permitted to recognize Him. It is not surprising that, even 
though they had heard the report from the women about a risen Jesus, Peter and John returned from Jesus’ empty tomb and summed 
up their expedition with the words, “We didn’t spot Him.” 

Ignoring the guards who had fled, the seal on the grave which was broken, and the great stone which had been rolled away, and the 
burial clothes which gave credence to the resurrection truth, the best they could do was report: “We didn’t spot Him.”

With this report Peter and John become the poster-children for doubters and deniers, cynics and skeptics. They also become the 
spiritual forefathers of many in our own generation who take a cursory look at the evidence of the resurrection and say to any who would 
listen, “We don’t see Him.” 

It is a sad commentary on Christians in our generation that, all too often we let those words stand unchallenged and unanswered. It is 
sad that we don’t courteously correct: “Then you had better take a better look.”  Take a look at the prophecies which Jesus completed. 
Calculate the odds of any person doing such a thing. Realize that no other religion has a central Personage Who has done anything 
similar. Take a look at Jesus and see Him reaching out to the untouchable and touching those who were supposed to be unreachable. 
Listen to His words. Who has ever spoken with words so profound? Look at Jesus in the Garden as He is crushed down by the weight 
of our sins? Do you know anyone else who would carry such a burden for an enemy? Look at Jesus as He allows Himself, yes, ALLOWS 
Himself, to be railroaded to the cross by those who hate Him. His first words from that cruel gibbet are words of forgiveness. Look at His 
empty tomb. Stand with His disciples and eat with Him, feel His breath, touch His wounds. Whom else do you know who could conquer 
death in such a way?

Jesus is unique in the world’s history. He is unique in the salvation which He has won for all; He is unique in the forgiveness which is freely 
given by the power of the Holy Spirit. He is unique and we need to pray that those with whom we share God’s plan for salvation will, like 
the two on the road to Emmaus, have their eyes opened so they, too, may know the Savior has risen from the dead. 

ILLUSTRATIONS

THE PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH: Not so long ago a church pollster came out with a shocking statistic: 89% of folks who go to church 
have concluded the church’s purpose is to answer their needs. Only 11% think the church exists to win the world for Christ. Do you doubt 
it? How many times haven’t you heard someone say, “I left that church; they weren’t giving me what I wanted” or “I’m going to ‘Such 
and Such’ church because the other place just didn’t have good music”? Or to get closer to home: how many times have you read in the 
church bulletin, “Folks, quit calling the office… we already have too many volunteers serving on our Evangelism Team”? 

CHICKEN OR CHURCH - I was told that, years ago, there was a restaurant in Atlanta called “Church of God Grill.” Those who went to the 
establishment and asked, “Where did the unusual name come from?” were told: “We had a small church here and, to make ends meet 
we sold chicken dinners to people after Sunday worship. Bottom line is: people liked the chicken, and we ending up doing such a good 
business, that we cut back on church and moved forward selling chicken. Eventually we kept the name “Church of God” and just added 
the “Grill.”  That kind of thing can happen when a congregation wants to push their plan and not God’s plan.
 
I KNOW WHAT I BELIEVE – ISN’T THAT ENOUGH? - There is a story of a hunter walking through the African jungle who found a huge 
dead elephant with a pygmy standing beside it. Amazed, he asked: “Did you kill that elephant?” The pygmy said, “Yes.” The hunter 
asked, “How could a little bloke like you kill a huge beast like that?” “I killed it with my club,” the pygmy answered. The astonished 
hunter asked, “How big is your club?” The pygmy replied, “There’s about 60 of us.” Maybe you weren’t quite expecting that angle, but 
it does illustrate the old saying that there is strength in numbers. When it comes to the church, though, numbers are unimportant unless 
God is in them.

HOW TO MAKE MEMBERS DISAPPEAR – The pastors got together once a month for breakfast. Although separated by doctrine and 
denomination, this time they found a common ground: their churches all had a problem with bats. Their approach to dealing with the 
problem became inventive and comical. The first said, “I took a shotgun and let loose with some buckshot. The bats stayed and the 
Trustees got upset about the holes in the ceiling.” The second said, “I trapped them and took them 5 miles away where I released them. 
They made it back to church before I did.” The third pastor said, “Fellas, I’ve had some success. What I did is I ran them through my 
confirmation program and I haven’t seen them since.” That is, of course, what can happen if church exists only for you. 
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GOOD WITNESSES – Not so long ago in the local court a man had been brought in to stand trial for a crime. The judge, noting he was 
alone, asked the man if he had an attorney. The man said, “Nope, can’t afford an attorney, your honor.” The judge replied, “Then I shall 
make sure a court paid attorney is assigned to you.” The accused thought for a moment and suggested, “Your honor, I don’t want you 
to think I’m ungrateful, and I really could use a good attorney… but what I need most of all is a few good witnesses.” 
SELF HELP – Many folks think they can save themselves. It reminds me of the fellow who had a toothache for two days and tried to treat 
it himself. Using a small drill, he opened his mouth and ground away. When he was done, he filled the hole with spackle. Self-treatment 
worked. He didn’t have a bit of pain, until the following day. Then his tooth hurt worse. Did he look for help? He did not. He repeated 
the procedure, drilled things out and filled his tooth one more time. This time he used some plastic goop he bought at the hardware 
store. That did the trick. No more pain--for a whole three hours. Then agony returned with a ferocity that can’t be described at a Sunday 
worship where we pray the children are listening. Using his own answers, he never got rid of that toothache--just as our own answers 
and plans for salvation will not get us into heaven. 

MORE THAN YOU HAVE DONE - When I was at seminary, at the next university, a giant state university, a famous guest lecturer was 
brought in to talk about Jesus. Out of curiosity and because a lot of my friends wanted to hear what he was going to say, I went along. 
Long story short: he took a shot at religion in general and Christianity in particular. He put down just about everything I hold sacred. At 
the end, he opened himself up to questions. I expected some hot-headed young men to oppose him, and make a plea for Jesus. He 
was ready for that, but he was not ready for what happened. Instead an older lady went to the microphone. She started by saying, “I 
came here tonight to learn something good about Jesus, and I have not heard it.” She continued, “Let me tell you what Jesus has done 
for me. I’ve been a widow for 30 years. My husband’s death left me with five children. Back then, without a cent to my name, I trusted in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He comforted me, and helped me bring up my children. Nobody knows what troubles I faced, what feelings I felt. 
But each day the Lord’s grace was enough. You can say I’m foolish. Those who haven’t been where I have been might believe you, but I 
know there is power and love and forgiveness in my Savior.”

That kind of argument was new to the lecturer. Rather than fighting her publicly, he gave her and the audience a look which basically 
said, “You poor old dear. Live in your delusion. I won’t try to straighten you out.” Well, he forgot this lady was a mother. She knew she 
was being patronized and shot, “That look won’t do. Truth is truth, and your silly smirk can’t change it. Jesus Christ has been all this to 
me, and I can’t leave tonight, having heard you talk about Him without speaking up for Him. I’ve checked Him out as a Savior, and that’s 
a lot more than you have done.”

ALL FAIL - A therapist can commiserate and say, “I feel for you;” but therapists can’t change you or save you. Therapists can’t give you 
the eternal answers. Some religions encourage, “Change your state of mind and you will be lifted up.” But that’s as far as they can go. 
Other churches say, “Here are rules to help you escape your sin,” but, even then, you’re never sure if you have. Some world religions 
offer all kinds of mental and physical exercises to help you. If you fall short, in their philosophy, you are recycled and reincarnated 
again and again. Science can tell you there is no such thing as sin. After all, from its perspective you’re only a human animal, but your 
conscience says better. Name the philosophy or religion, all will fail to give you the absolute, positive, powerful assurance of salvation 
and hope you need. All will fail, except for Christianity.

JESUS ALONE BRINGS US HOME SAFELY - Eric Barker, missionary from Great Britain, spent 50 years overseas sharing the Savior. 
During World War II, the war got close enough he was advised to send his wife and eight children to England for safety. His sister and 
her three children were also evacuated on the same ship, while Barker remained behind to carry on God’s work. A short time after his 
family left, Pastor Barker announced to his congregation, “I’ve just received word that all my family has arrived safely home!” He then 
continued with the service. It was only later that his congregation found out just before the worship service began, he had been given 
a telegram which told of how the ship on which his family was sailing had been torpedoed. There were no survivors. I cannot imagine 
the impact of that telegram. In a few short words, his life should have been turned upside down. No, I can’t imagine what went through 
his mind. I know every problem I have ever had is nothing compared to what that man felt. I know many people would snap under the 
weight of such a tragedy. Barker did not. Instead, the Spirit of God lifted his eyes. Rather than a lost family, having seen Jesus, he saw a 
saved family. Seeing Jesus, he could look past death and a watery grave to see his family with Jesus. In the worst of life, he saw Jesus. 

FORGETTING GOD’S PLAN - In 1863, during the dark days of the Civil War, President Lincoln called a day of national humiliation, 
fasting, and prayer. This, in part, is what he said. “It is the duty of nations, as well as of men, who owe their dependence upon the 
overruling power of God, to confess their sins and transgressions in humble sorrow, yet with assured hope that genuine repentance 
will lead to mercy and pardon, and to recognize the sublime truth announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by a history that those 
nations only are blessed whose God is the Lord. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the 
necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us. We have grown in numbers, wealth, and 
power as no other nation has grown, but we have forgotten God.” Lincoln called upon God to engage the enemy and the Union was 
preserved.
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MAN’S PLANS CAN BE MIGHTY FOOLISH - Foolishness. The world is full of it. In California there was a 20 foot modern metal sculpture 
called, “Great Planes Study Number Seven.” It was destroyed by workmen with bulldozers. The workmen thought it was junk. Worse, 
it was more than a year before somebody noticed the sculpture was missing. Worse still, city officials paid the artist to replace it. Want 
another? Romeo Bittencourt, from Puerto Alegre, got a divorce. Romeo is 90 years old. He has been married 65 years. He has 12 
children, 50 grandchildren, and 36 great-grandchildren. The reason for his divorce: “Incompatibility.” One more?  Outside Orlando, Fla., 
a state trooper hailed a truck driver on his CB. He asked, “What is your speed?” The truck driver quickly lied back, “65, officer, just 65.” 
The trooper immediately radioed, “Then I advise you to pull over and get out of the way because I just clocked your trailer doing 80.”

Cats have foolish moments when they climb a tree and can’t get back down. You have a foolish moment when you eat mini-donuts, 
corndogs, cotton candy, and then get on the tilt-a-whirl at the amusement park. When I look for my keys which are jingling in my 
pocket, that’s a foolish moment. When I push on the door that says “pull,” that’s a foolish moment. When we dial the wrong number, 
apologize to the person who answers, and then dial the same wrong number again -- that’s a foolish moment. When we are stalled 
on the interstate and explain to the police officer, “Yes, sir, I knew the gas gauge said empty, but I thought I could keep on driving for 
awhile,” that’s a foolish moment. The person who wrote to the Internal Revenue Service and asked if they could please have their name 
removed from the mailing list was a foolish moment. All of us have had them. I mean all of us. When you start your car and it’s already 
running, that noise tells everybody around, you’ve had a foolish moment.

The Bible tells us humanity has had a lot of foolish moments. When Adam and Eve were banished from the Garden of Eden for having 
fallen into Satan’s temptation, when they turned around and saw the angel guarding the entrance and realized they had lost paradise; 
that was a foolishly sinful moment. When Moses hit the rock rather than speaking to it as God had commanded, performing an act 
of disobedience which would stop him from entering the Promised Land; that was a foolishly sinful moment. Look at every Scriptural 
personage and you will see that not one of them escaped having a foolishly sinful moment. All did things they regretted; spoke words 
they wished they could have recalled; took paths they wished they could have retraced.

Now let’s get something clear. When you have a foolish moment before the world, you feel silly. You might even feel stupid. But when 
you reject the Lord and His plan for you, when you ignore the plan of salvation so wondrously shown in the cross and empty tomb, the 
foolish moment takes on an infinitely deeper and darker meaning. Foolishly avoiding the power of the cross is not merely silly or stupid. 
It is sin and it is damning. And there is no foolishness more unbelievable than dying people who reject the message of the cross and 
God’s plan of salvation.

IGNORE IT, IT WILL GO AWAY – In the beginning decades of the 20th century, a wealthy Chinese businessman came to Europe and 
found himself fascinated by some of the western technology. Most intriguing was a powerful microscope. Looking through its lens to 
study crystals and the petals of flowers, he was amazed at the beauty and the detail. He purchased one of these devices and took it 
home. He thoroughly enjoyed using it until one day he examined some rice he was planning to eat for dinner. He discovered tiny, living, 
many-legged creatures were crawling in his uncooked dinner. After some agonizing, he concluded there was only one way out of his 
dilemma -- to destroy the microscope. Ridiculous? Not any more ridiculous than those people who do not want to admit to their sin; no 
more foolish than those who think God’s truth is trivial; no more foolish than those who think they have the power to live successfully 
without the forgiveness which Jesus has won for them on His cross. In short, it is foolish to not to acknowledge God’s plan of salvation 
as being the only plan which offers forgiveness and life eternal. 

When God makes a plan, He sticks to it and doesn’t change it for the sake of convenience. Not so with humankind. Now I can’t verify 
this story, other than to say it didn’t happen to me. Even so, I could see it happening. It begins with people who were getting on the 
jumbo jet. They had all just been seated when a voice came over the intercom saying, “There’s a warning light for the thermal expander 
valve on the number two engine and I won’t fly until it’s been replaced. The passengers are requested to return to the terminal waiting 
room.” Passengers did as they had been told, and then 10 minutes later were instructed to get back on the plane. One passenger from 
Mississippi asked a flight attendant, “That’s amazing. Did they get the new thermal expander valve installed already?” The attendant 
said, “My land, no! There’s not one of those things within a thousand miles. They got us a new pilot.” Foolish to trust your life on an 
airline that would do such a thing? Maybe. But to trust eternity on man’s plans is foolish to the nth degree.
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CALENDAR DATE:  .......................................................... 11 MAY, 2014
CHURCH DATE:  .....................................FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
THE TEXTS:  ....................ACTS 2:42-47; 1 PETER 2:19-25; JOHN 10:1-10 

CALENDAR DATE:  .......................................................... 18 MAY, 2014
CHURCH DATE:  ......................................... FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
THE TEXTS:  .................ACTS 6:1-9; 7:2A; 1 PETER 2:2-10; JOHN 14:1-14

SUMMARY

in the Gospel lesson for the Fifth Sunday of Easter the preacher will be pleased to come upon the familiar, and comforting claim of 
the Christ: “I am the way, and the truth and the life, nobody comes to the Father except through Me.” Those words had a tremendous 
impact on the early church. A quick reading of Acts shows that the newly called believers adopted the Savior’s words as the official-
unofficial name for the body of believers. (cf Acts 9:2; 19:9; 19:23; 24:22)  While “The Way” is an accurate description for the Savior Who 
sacrificed Himself so that the path to heaven might be cleared of sin’s debris, it is not the kind of claim which would sit well with those 
who were the leading representatives of other faiths. It matters little if a person was a Jew following the old Covenant, a philosophical 
Greek who sought enlightenment from within, or a practical Roman who followed the gods because it seemed a reasonable thing to 
do,  watching family and friends desert the old gods to follow the risen Redeemer had to be both frustrating and frightening.  

In the 20 centuries since the Savior walked the earth many things have changed. We have seen technological, medical, and scientific 
breakthroughs in abundance. In the church, our places, styles, and forms of worship change, but some things are constant: the Lord’s 
church must keep on preaching, proclaiming, and pointing people to Jesus, the true Messiah, the only One Truth Who can call us into 
the Light and set our feet on the way to heaven. 

The Evangelism Emphasis sermon suggestions which follow utilize the special emphasis of the texts to encourage believers to reject 
the claims of all false deities and invite others to follow Jesus Who alone remains the Way.   

THE TEXT(S) FOR EVANGELISM EMPHASIS 

ACTS 6:1-9 - 6 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the 
Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the 
disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from 
among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves 
to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of 
faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 
6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them. 7 And the word of God continued to increase, 
and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 8 And 
Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. 9 Then some of those who belonged to the 
synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up 
and disputed with Stephen.

1 PETER 2:2-10 2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— 3 if indeed you 
have tasted that the Lord is good. 4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 
you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and 
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” 8 and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble because 
they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

JOHN 14:1-14 14 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we 
do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
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comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him 
and have seen him.” 8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you 
so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do 
you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the 
Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the 
works themselves. 12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will 
he do, because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If 
you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.

POSSIBLE SERMON TITLES AND EXPLANATIONS

1. THE LAST PLACE YOU LOOK  – SERMON BASED ON ACTS 6:1-9; 7:2A
In this message the Pastor may wish to begin sharing experiences of forgetfulness. Speaking for myself, I cannot count the number of 
times I’ve looked for my wallet, car keys, sun glasses, passport, and sundry other items which I need to get through the day. My search 
usually begins with me asking my wife, “Honey have you seen...,” and then I fill in the name of the missing article. Sometimes she is 
able to help, most times, not. That is because I usually have put these things down in a safe place where I mistakenly believe I will be 
able to remember them. Stage two in the search to reclaim the wandering wallet, or whatever, begins with a backtrack of the places 
I’ve been. If that proves fruitless, the search escalates into tearing drawers apart, moving chairs, and searching around the cushions of 
couches. Not surprisingly, the item is always found in the last place I look. 

Forgetfulness. Most of us have times when we are forgetful. Usually the lack of recall is a temporary thing over a matter of inconsequence. 
But there are times when loss of memory can be disastrous. (See the first story in our illustration section.) Who among us have not seen 
a man and woman forget the love which once united them in vows of lifelong faithfulness? Certainly most of us have known the terrible 
tragedy of watching someone have an illness where their memory is slowly stripped away. What terrible pain it is to forget those who 
love you and were important to you; what a loss it is to forget who you are and all the events which have shaped you. 

If forgetfulness can be a tragedy for an individual, what can be said when forgetfulness happens to the church? It does happen, you 
know. The Reformation was begun because, over the centuries, the church had forgotten who they were and the message of grace 
that they had been told to deliver. Indeed, for a while it looked as if even the early church was going to forget. (Read the opening 
verses of Acts 6.) By the Holy Spirit’s power the Church was growing at an astounding rate. Things which once were simple had become 
complicated and stress was growing while tempers were shortening.  Some of the folks felt their loved ones were being neglected by 
the Apostles. It was a frightening moment and one which easily could have had John turn to Nathanael and say, “You know, pal, we’ve 
just got to dig in more. If this church is going to succeed, we’re going to have to put in the time to do this table-waiting thing right.” 
Yes, they could have said that, and if they had, they would have forgotten who they were and what they were supposed to do. 

Yes, they could have said that, but they didn’t. Rather than running themselves ragged trying to make everybody happy the Apostles 
thoughtfully concluded, “It’s not right that we neglect preaching the Gospel so we can be consumed by lesser matters.” With seven 
deacons selected, the Apostles got back to doing what Jesus had asked them to do: preach the Gospel to every soul in every nation. 
Over the centuries there have been many detours to sharing the Savior’s story of salvation. Ask most retired Pastors what they miss 
most and they will tell you, “Sunday mornings.” Ask them what they miss least and they will reply with three little words: “The Voter’s 
Assembly.” 

And why would these august decision-making bodies be held in such low regard? Simple: it’s easy for them to forget who they are and 
become derailed. Budgets, and expenditures, and traditions, and practices, and service times, and personalities, and what order of 
liturgy should be used, and can we use drums, and a thousand other items crowd out that which should be remembered: we preach 
Christ crucified and risen. We share the Savior. 

Of course there are a myriad number of things which will make a church forget who they are. A moral dilemma, a scandal… And that, 
my friends is because the devil wants us to forget, while the Holy Spirit wants us to remember: “we should never give up sharing the 
Savior and the salvation He has won with His life, death, and resurrection.” When it comes to telling others how to be saved, OUR 
CHURCH NAME should not be the last place people would look. 

2. LISTENING LISTENING– SERMON BASED ON 1 PETER 2: 2-10

The pastor may wish to begin this message along these lines: Not so long ago I was working at (name hobby, sermon, etc.) when 
my wife came up to me and started talking about something which was really important to her. She went on for a while and then she 
stopped. It was only then that I looked up from what I was doing. She said, “You weren’t listening to me.” My reply was simple, “Sure I 
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was,” and I repeated back what she had been saying. Exasperated, she replied, “Well, I need you to look like you’re listening.” 
Pastors understand that. It may come as a revelation to some, but the reality is: ministers really do try to make their sermons 
interesting. Conversely, they work hard at not being overly boring.  Still, when we stand in the pulpit, there are those times when we 
can see your shoulders slump and your eyes glaze over. We’re pretty sure you’re thinking about the roast in the oven, or the kick-
off for a football game, or how many verses of the hymn are we going to sing. True, you may be listening, but you don’t look like it. 
You’re not LISTENING listening.

During the course of Jesus’ ministry, I imagine He encountered the same sort of thing. More than once He told His disciples about 
the necessity of Him having to suffer, be crucified, and rise from the dead on the third day. Now I’m not sure what the disciples were 
doing or what they were thinking, but they really didn’t get it. They may have been listening, but their reactions when the Savior was 
arrested, their barricading themselves behind locked doors on Resurrection Sunday morning, gives every indication that they weren’t 
LISTENING listening. 

Many of you understand. You have people you love, perhaps some of those who are closest to you, who have wandered away from 
and rejected the message of salvation won by the blood of our Redeemer.  When you try to share the Savior with them, they look 
bored, they get angry, they walk away, or they threaten you with ending the relationship if you continue. They may be listening to the 
words, but they aren’t hearing the message which says Jesus Christ is the Cornerstone upon which the Holy Spirit builds faith. Jesus 
is the means by which the lost receive mercy and grace. It is one of your heavy burdens that these precious people aren’t LISTENING 
listening. 

You should know the same thing is happening in our nation and around the world. In the mid-and-far-East there are nations which 
have made it a crime to try and convert people to Christianity. In our own nation, it is becoming politically unacceptable for Christians 
to publicly voice their opinions or their faith. The skeptic and cynic is applauded and accepted while the Christian with God’s 
message of grace is dismissed and disregarded.

So, what are we to do? Peter, a man with no little experience in sharing the Savior with unappreciative audiences, gives us a clue 
when he wrote: “you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” As God’s called people we are to proclaim the wonders 
of our great God Who has taken us from darkness to light, from hell to heaven, from damnation to salvation. 

But suppose people don’t listen… or they turn a deaf ear… or they are antagonistic… or threaten us… or... Please note that although 
Peter had encountered all those reactions over the years, he doesn’t include any of them in his writing. He doesn’t say, “As long as 
people listen, we are to proclaim the excellency of God.” No, our job is to share the Savior. Period. We share Him when others listen 
and when they don’t. We share Him when they applaud and when they don’t. We share Him because that is what people do when 
they are called out of darkness. To those who still are enshrouded by blackness, they say, “This way… this way.” Then, we pray that 
they may someday really LISTEN listen and be moved into the light of the Lord Jesus.
 
3. CONCESSION AND COMPROMISE – SERMON BASED ON JOHN 14: 1-14

We live in a world of give and take, of concession and compromise. Common thinking says that if the Palestinians and Jews can’t 
agree about who has claim to the city of Jerusalem there is only one possible solution: concession and compromise. If the United 
Auto Workers wants one thing and their Employers want another, they go to the bargaining table and make concessions and 
compromises. If the Republicans want to run the country one way and the Democrats another, the only way anything will get run is 
through concession and compromise. When Dad wants to go fishing on vacation and Mom wants to go to the Mall of America, it’s 
time for concession and compromise. 

Concession and compromise is a wonderful idea. Still, there are times when the two simply don’t work. When Adam and Eve were 
tempted in the Garden, they conceded that God may not have given them the correct information and they made some dietary 
compromises. That day concession and compromise introduced us to sin and death. Read through the Bible and you will see how 
almost every person of note was tempted to make concessions and compromises.

If you read through the temptation story of Jesus, you will come away with an understanding that even the perfect Son of God 
was encouraged by the devil to make some concessions and compromises. You’ve heard how Satan slyly suggested, “Jesus, 
make bread;” “Jesus, throw Yourself down from the temple,” “Jesus, worship me.” They were all sinful submissions which said if 
Jesus would give just a little bit, He wouldn’t have to go through all that suffering; He wouldn’t have to carry the world’s sins, and 
He wouldn’t have to die on the cross. To all of those urgings, using Scripture, Jesus refuses to bend. He was about the Father’s 
business and through His suffering and sacrifice all who believe on Him would be forgiven and saved. Jesus made no concession or 
compromise because He knew that He was the Way, the Truth, and the Life. He knew that our coming to the Father as adopted and 
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forgiven children was dependent upon Him completing His work of sacrifice and substitution. 
Today, corporately and individually, Christians are being called upon to make concessions and compromises. You have heard the call, 
“Take down your crosses lest they offend someone.” “Don’t be concerned about the political candidate who accepts abortion.” “Don’t 
speak about the Savior in public or in school.” “Don’t pray out loud when you are in a restaurant.”

Yes, you have heard the call to concession and compromise. We are urged, “Don’t say Christianity is the only faith. After all, other 
religions have sincere believers; can’t they be saved, too? Won’t other religions also take us to god and to heaven?” 

God, Himself answers that question when He says, “You shall have no other gods along side Me.” Jesus bears witness to the 
correctness of that position when He says, ‘He is the way and the truth.” Not one of many ways or multiple truths, He is THE way and 
THE truth. Only through Holy Spirit given faith in Him is it possible for us to be transformed from lost to saved. 

Assuming all this is true, and it is, God’s people are left with a choice. We can either be bold in our proclamation of God’s truth which 
we possess or we can concede and make concession. Now I encourage you to do just that if you believe the Bible is one of many Holy 
Books and Jesus is One of many Saviors. But if you believe as the Bible says, and if you really wish those around you to be saved, you 
must join this church in bearing witness that in some things, in this salvation thing, no concession is possible. Unlike Philip, we know the 
way to heaven, and that Way is Jesus. 

ILLUSTRATIONS

AMNESIA – FORGETTING WHO YOU ARE - The videos and photographs show scenes from a full and prosperous life: a couple 
getting married, raising kids, celebrating the holidays, and taking family vacations. They’re precious memories. But the man who 
lived them cannot remember them -- any of them. In fact, Scott Bolzan has no memory of any part of his life story. It’s all been erased. 
“These are things I know I should remember,” said Bolzan, 47. “My first date, my first kiss with my wife, our wedding day, the birth of 
my children; all of those memories that everyone else in the whole world shares; these are things I know I should remember. I have no 
emotional attachment to these days even when I look at the pictures.” 

Bolzan has an extreme case of severe retrograde amnesia. Sixteen months ago, Bolzan was in the middle of his usual morning routine 
at work at Legendary Jets, a jet management company where he was CEO. On his way to get coffee, he stopped in the men’s restroom, 
and it was there that he slipped on what he thinks was a puddle of cleaning oil…. “Because I have no concept of who I am as a person, 
I don’t know what my dreams, my aspirations, what my goals were,” said Scott. Sifting through boxes of photos and old videos, Bolzan 
has learned a lot about the man he was before the accident: a college football star from Chicago turned professional NFL offensive 
guard for the Patriots and the Browns. Bolzan was a pilot, who ran a successful private jet management company, before his accident. 
Joan brought him to an airplane hangar hoping it would jog his memory, but it didn’t. He says that kind of thing doesn’t bother him 
much. “You don’t miss what you don’t know,” he said. (ABC News – April 19, 2010 – Bob Woodruff, reporter. Website: 
http://abcnews.go.com/Nightline/amnesia-man-hits-head-loses-memories/story?id=10396719&singlePage=true )

A FAILURE TO COMMUNICATE – I was new to the ministry when I made one of my first evangelism calls. Actually, I wasn’t making an 
Evangelism call at all. I was visiting with a farmer who had no church and the witness kind of just happened. As we talked, I asked, “Are 
you lost? And he replied, “No, I’ve lived around here all my life.” I didn’t know if he was being straight with me or pulling my leg. My 
next question was, “Are you a member of the Christian family?” “No, they live two farms down the road.” “Are you ready for Judgment 
Day?” “When is it?” “Judgment Day could be tomorrow or the next day.” “Well, when you find out, don’t tell my wife, she’ll probably 
want to go both days.” 

ANY DIRECTION - It was quiet in the Ardennes on Sunday, December 16, 1944. People were preparing for their first, free Christmas 
since the Nazis had been run out. It was then, hundreds of German artillery pieces, deploying an unprecedented destructive power, 
opened up on the American positions. Two hundred fifty thousand German soldiers marched in; a thousand tanks rolled in. Their goal: 
to take Bastogne, and then, if their luck held, reclaim Europe. By December 20, American troops, under the command of General 
A.C. McAuliffe, were surrounded. On the 22nd, the Germans called for his surrender. History records his monosyllabic reply: “Nuts.” 
But history almost ignored the words of a young soldier from the South. He was also in Bastogne. Being a relatively new replacement, 
you might expect him to be shaking in his boots. He wasn’t. He seemed so calm that one of his comrades, as they sat together 
before an open breakfast fire, asked him a question. For purposes of broadcasting, I have cleaned up the military language a bit. The 
conversation went something like, ‘You do know the Krauts have us completely surrounded, don’t you?’ “Eyuup. Them poor dirty 
dogs.” “What do you mean them poor dirty dogs? We’re the ones surrounded.” “Eyuup, but if’n I un’erstand cirrectly, this is the fust 
time in this war we kin ‘tack the enemy in any which way we wan’.” I like the lilt of his language. I like his style.



23

WHO HAS THE ANSWER - Years ago, I heard of a pastor who had been criticized because He believed God’s truth and not man’s 
opinion. On the day he retired, he answered his critics saying, “Some have found fault with me because I am always quoting the Bible. 
They would rather have me be more scientific.” Then, by prior arrangement, and with her consent, he brought up a widow. “This poor 
lady,” he continued, “has lost her only son. She wants to know if she will ever see him again. I will put my Bible away and let science 
give the answer. Will this woman see her son again? Where is he? Does death end all? Those who are scientific here, what do you 
say?” There was a very long pause. “The woman’s heart is breaking. Science, please speak. Philosophy must speak! What do you say? 
Nothing? Then let me, once again, pick up my Bible.” The pastor opened his Bible and read, “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection 
and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.’ Do you believe 
this?” (John 11: 25-26). Then, closing the Book, and patting it affectionately, he said, “I will stick to the Book.” May you do the same. 
Trust the Savior. For above all foolish human wisdom, Jesus is the power of God. The wisdom of God. (1 Corinthians 1:24). Amen.

A DESIRE TO FINISH TOGETHER - Years ago, a starter raised his pistol. He inspected the intense runners at their marks. The crowd 
leaned forward to see every detail of the 100-yard-race. The microphone amplified the announcer’s words: “On your mark, get set ...” 
The word “go” was masked by the crack of the gun. The runners came out of the starting blocks, each one of them giving it their all. As 
you saw them take strides, it became apparent this race was special, indeed. This race had been sponsored by the Special Olympics. At 
this race, all the contestants were physically and developmentally challenged. But they were not challenged in their intent and purpose. 
Look at them. Almost evenly matched, they run the race. First one in the lead, then another, never more than a step separating the 
leader from the pack. The entire race might have continued that way. But it didn’t. One of the young ladies wiped out. She is okay, but 
the tough track surface has scraped both her knees and her dignity. Her fellow runners continue on--but only for a few yards. Then, 
without any instruction, without a coach’s correction, they stop; each of them. They each turn around and come back. They help up the 
girl who tripped, brush her off, and arm-in-arm finish the race together.

DARK WHERE YOU LIVE- A poor little boy once heard his Sunday school teacher say, “Jesus is the light of the world.” He took her 
remark literally. After class, the boy said, “If Jesus really is the Light of the world, I wish He’d come hang out in my alley. It’s awful dark 
where I live.” Is your alley dark? Jesus will come.

ENOUGH LIGHT - Years ago, a farm boy was walking with his father across their farmyard. The boy, carrying the lantern, told his father 
he was afraid because the lantern showed such a little way ahead of them. The father answered, “That is so, but as you walk on, you will 
find the light will cover your footsteps.” And it will. Jesus is bright enough to light each step of your way, each moment of your day, and 
keep the darkness away. And that is enough. Amen.

FOREWARNED - Sometimes we Christians are not very good at being living advertisements to the Savior. Years ago, a Christian 
baroness, living in the highlands of Nairobi, Kenya, hired a young national to be her houseboy. After three months, he asked the 
baroness to give him a letter of reference. He wanted to work for a friendly sheik that lived some miles away. The baroness, not wishing 
the houseboy to leave just as he had learned the routine of the household, offered to increase his pay. The lad shared he was not 
moving on to receive a higher salary. When asked why he was moving, he shared that some time ago he had decided to become a 
Christian or a Muslim. It was that search which brought him to work for the baroness. He wanted to see how Christians lived. Now he 
was going to work for someone who believed in Islam. After three months with him, he would decide what faith to adopt. He wasn’t 
going to read Christianity’s Bible. He wasn’t going to look at his sins and see that only God’s Son could take away those sins. He was 
going to pick a faith solely on the basis of the living advertisements for whom he had worked. It goes without saying, the baroness, 
realizing she had been a living advertisement for Jesus and had neglected a clear sharing of her Savior, was embarrassed. She could 
only exclaim, ‘Why didn’t you tell me that at the beginning?’”

GANDHI - During his early days in South Africa, Mahatma Gandhi inquired about Christianity. For several Sundays he attended a 
Christian church. His evaluation was, “The congregation did not strike me as being particularly religious. They were not an assembly 
of devout souls, but appeared rather worldly-minded people going to church for recreation and in conformity to custom.” Gandhi 
concluded there was nothing in Christianity that could be of service to him, and he went his way.

JUDGING JESUS - People all around you should read the Bible and see clearly what you have. But, they don’t. People all around 
you will judge your Savior by what you say and do. Be careful. Be like the college student, a recent convert, who tried to be a living 
advertisement and make a defense of Jesus before his mocking college professor. Not being accustomed to speaking, he hemmed 
and hawed. At this, the professor cuttingly commented, “Young man, is that the best you can do? You ought to be ashamed of yourself 
looking and talking like that.” “Well,” the young man replied, “I am ashamed of myself, but I am not ashamed of Christ.” God grant the 
words and the example of John the Baptist and this college student. Be our words and example as we become living advertisements 
for the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Amen.
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PREACH WHAT - Years ago, a man who had always jeered at the idea of a Savior or salvation became ill. During the months of his 
disorder and decline, the neighborhood minister sent him small packages. Nothing big, just a few little things to let the man know he 
had not been forgotten. As it became apparent that time was running out, the man sent for the minister. He began the conversation by 
saying, “I didn’t ask you here so you could regale me with religion. I did, however, want to thank you for your kindness.” Understanding 
the rules of the conversation, the minister inquired: “May I ask one question?” “Yes,” said the man, “one question, as long as it isn’t 
about religion.” The minister spoke: “Okay, here goes. I’m preaching tomorrow. Quite a few people will be there to hear me. Some, like 
you, may soon be facing death. Here’s my question: ‘What shall I preach about?’” There was a long silence. The reply came: “Pastor, 
preach Christ to them, preach Christ.”

WHY WE WITNESS - The police report said she had been dead “for a while” before someone missed her or found her. They said there 
was no evidence of foul play. They said she died of natural causes. They said her diary held nothing of interest for police or coroner. 
You, however, might be one of those few who find what she wrote interesting. Through the last weeks of her life, she had repeatedly 
written the same three words: “Nobody came today.” When I heard that story, I said to myself, “I hope, if I had known this lady, I would 
have come to visit her.” I hope I would. I hope my compassion would make me feel pain when someone else hurts. Compare that story 
with one carried by The Associated Press in March of 1994. It was a tale of some fifth-graders who attended Lake Elementary School 
in Oceanside, California. The most eye-catching part of the story was the accompanying picture. It showed, for all the world to see, 
14 very bald boys. The article told about Ian Ogorman. Ian had been undergoing chemotherapy for cancer. Knowing it was more than 
probable he would lose his hair, Ian took the initiative and had his head shaved. Of course, a single bald boy is going to draw a fair 
amount of attention, and generally, attention is not something a fifth-grade boy wants. Knowing that, one of his classmates, Kyle Hanslik 
said, “The last thing he (Ian) would want is to not fit in. We wanted to make him feel better.” That’s why 13 of Ian’s classmates trooped 
down to the barbershop, plunked down in the chair, and had their heads shaved. Christian compassion should make you feel pain when 
someone else hurts.

WHAT DID JESUS DO? - In 1997 (July 18), the television program “20/20” featured a story on baseball player Bret Butler. He was 
suffering from cancer. Bret told how his daughter, after she found her daddy had cancer, had come to him. She said, “Daddy, I prayed 
to Jesus that He would give me your cancer.” Bret asked, “What did you do that for?” “Because, daddy, I can handle the pain better 
than watching you in pain.” I love that little girl for her intentions. But she couldn’t take away her daddy’s pain. No matter how much she 
loved him, she couldn’t carry his pain. No one can do that--except for Jesus. Jesus came to live for us, die for us, and rise for us. Jesus 
came to heal the crippled of heart and soul. Today He says, “Brother, sister, I have asked the Father to give Me your sin, your sadness, 
your sickness, your sorrows. I can handle the pain better than you.” Such a Savior who says such things is worth knowing. 

A CHALLENGE ANSWERED BY THE CROSS- Last week I read about a little girl who proudly wore a shiny cross on a chain around her 
neck. I don’t think the cross was made of gold or was especially valuable. But it was pretty and had found a special place over her heart. 
Things would have stayed that way, until one day she was approached by a man, one of those crabby kind of guys that, thank heaven, 
you don’t meet very often. The man said, with acid in his voice: “Young lady, I imagine you think Jesus died on a cross for you. If He did, 
and I’m not saying He did, I don’t think that cross was pretty like the one you’re wearing. I think it was an ugly wooden thing. I don’t 
think you should wear it as a piece of jewelry. After all, you wouldn’t wear a hangman’s noose or an electric chair around your neck, 
would you?” That little girl, placed in a position far too personal for her to deal with, responded with respect: “Yes, sir, I do believe 
Jesus died for me on a cross. And I know that His cross would not have been as pretty as mine. But I also know, sir, what they told me 
in Sunday school.” “And what was that?” the man queried. “In Sunday school, my teacher told me that whatever Jesus touches, He 
changes. I think that is true for this cross. I know that is true for me.”

DON’T LIKE JESUS? DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT - After the English conquered Mount Everest, the tallest mountain in the world, 
they planted their flag at the summit. One mountaineer from another country trash talked the event and challenged, “Well isn’t this just 
one of many typical English glory ventures?” Hearing the trash talk, the British ambassador replied, “I’m not qualified to give an official 
opinion, but I can say this: if you don’t like the flag flying up there, why not climb up and take it down?”

SUPPOSE THEY FAIL - Let me tell you a story. It is a story. Scripture nowhere says this story ever really happened. But it’s a good story 
and appropriate for today’s message. The story begins in the time immediately following the crucified and risen Savior’s return into 
heaven. The Lord Jesus was walking with the archangel, Gabriel. They were involved in an earnest, intent conversation. You can begin 
eavesdropping on the conversation as Gabriel asks, “Master, You died for the whole world down there, did You not?” “Yes,” Jesus 
replied. “I tasted death for every human being.” The angel with a solemn look into Jesus’ gracious face commented, “You must have 
suffered much.” “Yes.” again was Jesus’ answer in a voice very quiet yet filled with the deepest of concern. “Master, allow me to ask, 
does everybody now know what You have done?” “Oh, no, Gabriel. Only a few individuals in Israel know about how I lived for them, 
fulfilled the law for them, carried their sins for them, died for them, and rose to show everything I had done for them had fulfilled the 
Father’s plan of salvation.”
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“Master, I am concerned. You must have a plan to tell everyone. How is the world going to hear that God loved them enough to 
sacrifice His Son in their stead?” “Well,” the Lord Jesus replied, “I did ask Peter and James and John and Andrew and some others of 
My disciples down there to make it the business of their lives to tell others. After they’re done, the next generation of believers will tell 
those who come after them. And that generation will tell the next. Eventually, every human being in their own personal Jerusalem will 
have heard the story that they can be saved, not by their own works, but by God’s grace and faith in Me as their suffering substitute. I 
told them repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached in My name to all nations, beginning in Jerusalem.”

Gabriel now spoke with a hesitating reluctance. His words showed he could see problems with the plan’s promotion, progress, and 
completion. Nevertheless, he ventured: “Yes, Lord, but suppose Peter fails. Suppose after a while, John simply doesn’t tell anyone. 
Suppose their descendants, their spiritual children, way at the beginning of the 21st century get so busy about things like, well, how 
the stock market is doing or whether they are going to lose their jobs or how their neighborhood is going downhill or even wars and 
rumors of wars--just anything really--that they don’t tell others. The whole thing is going to break down and You’re going to have died 
for nothing. What will happen then?”

Gabriel’s entire posture, if a spiritual being like an angel can have a posture, was tense for he was thinking of Jesus’ suffering and the 
numbers of souls lost if they were left untold about Jesus. “What will happen then?” With complete confidence came back a calm, 
caring, confident reply. Jesus said, “Gabriel, I have made no other plan. I know these few, by the power of the Holy Spirit, with the 
means of grace, beginning in Jerusalem, will tell the story of salvation. They, and those who come after them, will let everyone know 
that ‘God so loved the world He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes on Him will not die, but have everlasting life’” 
(John 3:16).

Was Gabriel right? Was Gabriel right in his evaluation of people and their low level of commitment to the cause of the crucified Christ? 
Scripture shares, only with reluctance and a lot of arguing with God, that Moses eventually agreed to lead God’s people out of slavery 
(Exodus 4). When God instructed Jonah to sound a call to contrition in the sinful city of Nineveh, the prophet rejected the plan and 
ran the other way. An entire book of the Bible, the book of Judges, is dedicated to showing that while God loves His people, He was 
never able to count on His children’s continued commitment. With such an untrustworthy Old Testament tradition, you can understand 
Gabriel’s concern.

WHAT THEN - About two years ago, a college adviser told me about one of his students who had collared him in a hallway. Animatedly 
running his sentences together, the young man excitedly shared the bright future he was absolutely convinced lay ahead of him. 
That very day he had received wonderful news: he had been accepted into a prestigious law school. Because of that single event, he 
believed the rest of his dreams would become a reality. When the young man finally took a breath, the professor, who sees a bigger 
picture, interrupted. He asked the young man, “And when you get through with your courses and pass the bar, what will you do then?” 
“Then I’m going to go get my doctorate.” “And after you get your doctorate, what then?” “Well, then I will get a number of difficult 
cases and I will, by eloquence and with a thorough command of the law, gain a distinguished reputation.” “And with this renowned 
reputation, what then?” “Then in wealth, I shall live comfortably looking forward to a happy old age.” “And after this happy, wealthy, 
old age, what then?” “Oh, I don’t know, I guess, I’ll die” came the reply. “And after you die, what then?” The young man had no 
answer. His planning for the future had stopped.

THERE’S TIME - An old story goes around the religious circles every few years. It tells of a council that the devil called down in hell. At 
this meeting, the demons debated the merits of which method was best in stealing souls from the Savior. One of them said, “I will go to 
the earth and tell everyone the Bible is a myth.” Satan smiled and nodded approvingly, saying, “Not bad. Some people will believe it, 
but I think we can do better.” Another said, “I will tell people there is no God, no Savior, no hell, no heaven.” “A distinct improvement,” 
said his royal lowness. But another received a standing ovation when he shared, “I believe we need to be clever. Let’s tell people there 
is a God and there is a heaven and there is a hell and there is a Savior. But let us also tell them there’s no hurry. They are young and they 
have time to think of such things when they’re old. Let us tell them that Judgment Day hasn’t come for thousands of years and is not 
likely to arrive in the next five minutes.” Now, lest you’ve missed the point, let me say all of these demonic devices have been working 
quite effectively for centuries. Nevertheless, there is no doubt the most effective tool in Satan’s collection is that which says, “There is 
no rush to be ready.” That’s the message we must share.
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CALENDAR DATE:  .......................................................... 25 MAY, 2014
CHURCH DATE  ............................................... SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
THE TEXTS:  ................ ACTS 17:16-31; 1 PETER 3:13-22; JOHN 14:15-21
 

CALENDAR DATE:  .......................................................... 28 MAY, 2014 
CHURCH DATE:  ........................................................ ASCENSION DAY
THE TEXTS:  ................ACTS 1:1-11; EPHESIANS 1:15-23; LUKE 24:44-53
 

CALENDAR DATE:  ..........................................................1 JUNE, 2014
CHURCH DATE:  ................................... SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
THE TEXTS:  ......... ACTS 1:12-26; 1 PETER 4:12-19; 5:6-11; JOHN 17:1-11

CALENDAR DATE:  ..........................................................8 JUNE, 2014 
CHURCH DATE:  .................................................. DAY OF PENTECOST
THE TEXTS:  ................ NUMBERS 11:24-30; ACTS 2:1-21; JOHN 7:37-39

SUMMARY

The preacher who stands in the pulpit on Pentecost is confronted with a congregation which considers this special day to be an un-
festival. Perhaps that is because nobody has put Pentecost lights on their houses; no one has sent out Pentecost cards; nobody is 
singing Pentecost carols; no newspaper is telling us, “Only 2 shopping days left until Pentecost.” There are no Pentecost parties, 
no Pentecost music being pumped through shopping malls; no children’s Pentecost cartoons on television; no Pentecost trees, no 
Pentecost ornaments; no Pentecost festivities, and you haven’t driven all over town to get your child or grandchildren the perfect 
Pentecost present. Nobody is calling you up on the phone hoping you have a “Peppy Pentecost.” There is no Peter Rabbit hopping 
down the Pentecost trail and nobody is wearing their Pentecost outfits or bonnets. This year June 8th may be the birthday of the 
church, but many would say it’s no more special than World Brain Tumor Day and less important than World Oceans Day both of which 
are remembered on June 8th. That being said, the pastor will do well to restore this specialness of this day on which the Lord gave His 
people faith and some degree of understanding as to why the Savior had come and what He had done. 

THE TEXT(S) FOR EVANGELISM EMPHASIS 

NUMBERS 11:24-30 24 So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD. And he gathered seventy men of the elders 
of the people and placed them around the tent. 25 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the 
Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. And as soon as the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied. But they did not 
continue doing it. 26 Now two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the Spirit rested on 
them. They were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 27 And a young 
man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28 And Joshua the son of Nun, the assistant of Moses from 
his youth, said, “My lord Moses, stop them.” 29 But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD’s people 
were prophets, that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!” 30 And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp.

ACTS 2:1-21  2 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a 
sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to 
them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 
gave them utterance. 5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 And at this sound 
the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 7 And they 
were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his 
own native language? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and proselytes, 
Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” 12 And all were amazed and perplexed, 
saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.” 14 But Peter, standing with 
the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give 
ear to my words. 15 For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. 16 But this is what was 
uttered through the prophet Joel: 17 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your 
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sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 18 even on my 
male servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will show wonders in the 
heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 20 the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon 
to blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 21 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

POSSIBLE SERMON TITLES AND EXPLANATIONS

1. I DON’T GET IT  – SERMON BASED ON ACTS 2: 1-21

Every once in a while the disciples had a flash of insight and they managed to make a powerful witness of faith. At Caesarea Philippi, 
when Jesus asked, “Who do people say I am?” Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” That day Jesus gave 
rightful credit to the Holy Spirit for Peter’s insightful words. Still, most of the time, the disciples just didn’t get what Jesus was all 
about. Even on the day when the risen Redeemer ascended into heaven the disciples were still asking if Jesus was “going to restore 
the kingdom of Israel.” (Acts 1:6) Little wonder Jesus once said about them, “How long am I to bear with you?” (Matthew 17:17) No, 
the disciples didn’t get the reason Jesus had come or the result He was bringing about with His life, suffering, death, and resurrection.

In this they are not alone. (See illustration section for examples.) Almost all of us have times in our lives when “we don’t get it.” Talk 
to any 1st or 2nd grade teacher and they will tell you how they try to explain concepts like addition or subtraction, or north, south, 
east, and west. They can talk until they are blue in the face, but some of their children don’t get it. And then, finally, one day, for no 
apparent reason, the concept shines through for those students. What had been an impossible idea the day before becomes child’s 
play. Most of the instructors I’ve talked to say it’s like watching a light bulb going off over the heads of their students. 

On Pentecost there were no light bulbs hovering over Jesus’ followers. Instead of a light bulb, when the Holy Spirit came upon 
them, there were burning flames. At that moment the disciples got it. They knew Jesus had come to establish a heavenly and not an 
earthly kingdom. They knew that it had been necessary for God’s innocent Son to die so sinful humanity might be redeemed. They 
understood how He had fulfilled all the Old Testament prophecies so there might be proof that He was indeed the promised Messiah. 
Everything fell into place for Jesus’ friends when the Holy Spirit came. They got it, and the first thing they did was go out and share it. 
They shared with others the importance of the resurrection and the need for repentance, baptism, and faith. 

Of course, that doesn’t mean everyone who heard them that day, “got it.” There were those who, listening to what was being said; 
concluded the disciples had a snoot full. “Not so,” says Peter, “It’s too early in the day for that. No, what we have been given is 
knowledge about the Savior Who was crucified and Who has come back to life. It is God’s plan to save us. It is God’s measure which 
says, ‘Repent, be baptized, believe.’”

In a similar way, today there are those who still don’t get it. Outside the church there are those who don’t want what Jesus offers. Their 
minds, hearts, and souls remain closed to God’s gracious, blood-bought Gift. Even for those inside the church, there are those who 
seem to have a resistance to understanding the value of what the Holy Spirit wishes to give. They may not be skeptical like the people 
of the world, but they sure feel excluded. 

How sad… because the Holy Spirit is there. He comes today as He has always come… bestowing gifts and blessings and 
understanding and leading repentant hearts to forgiveness. True, we can’t turn the light bulb on over someone’s head, but we can 
keep sharing and teaching and witnessing with a belief that the day may come when they won’t stop the Holy Spirit from winning a 
soul. If that happens, my friends on that day, they will get it. 

2. UNLIKELY CANDIDATES  – SERMON BASED ON ACTS 2:1-21

The pastor preaching on this festival day may wish to concentrate on the light of the Lord Jesus which the Holy Spirit allows His 
people to reflect into the world. Understand, this is not our light… it is only that which we have been given. To that end, the following 
may be of help. It begins with the preacher asking, “Have you had your flu shot yet?” Every year we are asked, “Have you had you 
flu shot.” Today the flu is a nasty illness, but it was much more so in 1918. 1918 was when 500 million people caught the bug and 50 
million died from it. Things got so bad that New York churches were closed by order of the Health Department. Surrounded by illness 
and unable to preach, one pastor had an idea. He arranged to have spotlights placed inside his church.  Why? It was his idea that the 
congregation’s magnificent stained-glass windows might now bear witness to the crowds outside the church. Seen from outside the 
building, the eloquent sermons in glass attracted more attention than had his regular sermons. People came from all over the city to 
tarry reverently outside the church and then to leave with renewed confidence. 
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Today, on Pentecost 2014, we remember that outside the doors of this church there is a plague. This is not a plague of the body, it is 
a plague which is killing untold sinful souls who have not met or believed in the Savior.  Which is why, on this Pentecost Sunday, as we 
remember the coming of the Holy Spirit in power and flame upon the disciples, we pray that He will once again descend upon His 
people throughout the world, and especially at YOUR CHURCH, allowing us to point to the light of Jesus. We ask that, even as the 
Holy Spirit once empowered Galilean fishermen, a tax collector, and a political activist to powerfully preach the passion and purpose of 
God’s will in the blood of Jesus, so He will use us. May we become living windows which show to all the world our Savior Who gave His 
life so we might have life. 

Read through Scripture and you will see many times when the Lord shone through sinners. Go to Bethlehem and see Him select the 
young shepherd, David, to be the greatest of Israel’s kings. In doing so, the Lord passed up the other, more-imposing sons of Jesse 
with the explanation: “For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart” (1 
Sam 16:7 ESV). At this point the pastor may wish to list and amplify other unlikely candidates the Lord selected to get out His messages 
of warning, repentance, and hope. (Noah, Abraham, woman-chasing Samson; Amos the herdsmen) He might well end up with thrice-
denying Peter, who, forgiven and restored, is raised up to preach the first sermon to share the Savior’s story of salvation. 

Of course, the Holy Spirit did not stop blessing the church with the end of the Apostolic Age. The power of Pentecost was there when 
a German monk stood before Prince and Papal representative and said, “Here I stand.” The power of the Spirit was there when Bach 
wrote on his music, “Soli Deo Gloria” - alone to the glory of God. 

Others could be mentioned: In our nation Harriet Beecher Stowe, daughter of a minister and sister of a clergyman, took on 19th 
century slavery, with her book, “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” You may never have read that book, but within months after it was written it was 
translated into 20 languages. It was so powerful a statement that, for months, the output from three paper mills was fed into presses 
which were running 24 hours a day to get the word out. 

And now, by the same Holy Spirit’s outpouring, present day leaders can be raised up to share the Savior to a world of lost sinners; to 
confront those who wish to challenge the Christ; to break down the doors of doubt. Indeed, God can use us to let the world know that 
Jesus lives and He lives in us. And if we become transparent, they will see the wonders of God’s grace. 

3. KEEP IT DOWN  – SERMON BASED ON ACTS 2:1-21

See if this sounds familiar: When I was young, every year our family went on a vacation. Believing we needed to get away from the 
routine and the familiar, we usually ventured on a road trip of many miles. Back in those ancient times, there were no mini-or-maxi vans. 
We kids were in the back seat of the car… in close proximity to each other… for mile after mile. It was a violation of personal space 
and today, I’m pretty sure, such long drives with children in the back seat has been outlawed by the Geneva convention. But back 
then we were next to each other and occasionally we touched. That touch almost always began a long and drawn out, loud argument. 
Eventually, when our long-suffering father had had enough he would turn around and say, “Either you kids quiet down, or I’m going to 
pull over and make you quiet down.” We never were brave enough to call his bluff. 

Quieting down. That is one thing which God’s people are not to do… at least not when it comes to sharing the wonders and blessings 
they have received through the Savior’s sacrifice. We call that evangelism or good-news telling. Evangelism is the thing the Lord asked 
us to do, that we are supposed to do, but most of us politely decline to do. Which means most people need an adjustment which 
comes from the Holy Spirit. 

Let me ask a question: “What would you do if, when you were driving home today, you came across a gas station which was listing 
SUPER at $1.00 a gallon and REGULAR at considerably less than that?” No doubt the first thing you would do is get in the line to fill 
up your vehicle. But while you were in that line what would you do? Would you not call up your friends, your family, the people you were 
close to and tell them about your discovery? Of course you would. Good news like that can’t be contained. (The pastor may wish to give 
other examples: a family which was told a loved one who had been in critical condition was going to pull through; the student who was 
admitted into the college he knew would reject him; the couple which had been trying to have a baby being told one was on the way.) 

When you get good news, you have to share it… or at least you should share it. It is a great tragedy of our present age that somehow, 
somewhere, for many people the earth-shaking, sin-destroying, eternal life-giving message of the risen Redeemer has become, how 
should I say it… boring. Can you imagine… we were destined for eternal fire and now we’re headed for a place where there are no 
tears? How could that possibly be boring? 

When you get good news, you have to share it… or at least the Holy Spirit says we should. Of course the world wants us to sit still, shut 
up, and keep that news to ourselves. There are governments all around the world who have enacted laws to muzzle anyone who shares 
the Savior; who have set up terrible punishments for any citizen who is called to faith in Jesus by the Spirit’s power. In our land, political 
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correctness calls upon us to be cautious and circumspect lest we somehow, possibly offend someone else. We are told to “hold our 
tongues” lest we say something offensive like, “Jesus is the Way, the One and only Way to heaven” or “The blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanses us from all sin.” And then, of course, we have a whole bunch of personal fears which tell us to “hush up.” I wouldn’t dare try to 
list them all, but I might mention, “We don’t want to offend at a restaurant, so we pray to ourselves”…a frightening spiritual thought. 
We aren’t trained so we don’t teach; we don’t want to have people turn and look at us, so we don’t sing too loudly; we don’t want to 
look too religious so we sit in the back baby benches with our family, even though the “baby” in our family is 37 years old. And when it 
comes to greeting those around us on a Sunday morning, well, we don’t know what to say, so we only speak to our family.

That is not what happened on that first Pentecost. On that day, Peter and the rest received fiery flames over their heads, they heard 
the sound of a rushing, mighty wind, and experienced a miracle which reversed the confusion of languages which God had brought 
about at Babel. Now they could have turned to each other and compared… “Hey guys, James the Less can speak in Pamphylian.” 
“Oh yeah, well, that’s nothing, Simon the Zealot has got Cappadocian down pat.” No, that didn’t happen. Those fellas got up and they 
proclaimed. They proclaimed so loudly, so enthusiastically, and, I have to believe with such a smile on their faces that folks thought 
they had been doing some serious partying. “They are filled with new wine,” was one reaction directed to those who were telling the 
message of salvation for the first time. In numerous languages the word went boldly out: “Repent, believe, be baptized.” 

“Repent, believe, be baptized.” That’s what the Apostles said… it’s what we should say. Why? Because we’ve got good news… the best 
news… the only news which can forgive sinners and move their address from hell to heaven.  

ILLUSTRATIONS

SHE DIDN’T GET IT – A Texas Highway Patrolman recently shared how, the week before, he had helped a lady in an emergency. She 
was on one of the over-crowded toll ways of that sprawling city when her car died. It was rush hour, she was in the middle lane, and her 
car simply stopped. She was terrified. Cars were whizzing by on either side; drivers were shooting her dirty looks; some, in convertibles, 
shouted things a lady, nor anybody else, should have to hear. An occasional hand gesture was made to make her feel worse, if feeling 
worse had been a possibility. Eventually the police arrived, stopped traffic, and got her safely to the shoulder of the road. 

The officer lifted the hood and checked for some of the more obvious and easily correctable difficulties. He checked things out but 
discovered nothing out of order. Then, the officer traded places with the lady who was still sitting in her car, clutching the steering 
wheel. Positioning himself in the driver’s seat, the officer turned the key. The battery was charged, the starter engaged, but the motor 
didn’t fire. That’s when the policeman found the cause of the car’s problem. He got out and informed the lady there was nothing wrong 
with her vehicle that a gallon or two of gas wouldn’t fix. That’s right; she had run out of fuel. Having heard the news, the woman seemed 
terribly upset. Her question to the officer tells just how upset she was. She asked, “Tell me, officer, will it hurt the car very much if I drive 
it home this way?” To the Christian policeman’s credit, he didn’t laugh out loud. Indeed, he told me he wasn’t even smiling when he 
said, “Ma’am, it doesn’t work that way.” 

ANOTHER “SHE DOESN’T GET IT” - It was in the 1960s, at least according to the story I was told, that an elderly Scottish couple, a 
couple who had never flown before, made the decision to visit their son in New York City. Their decision was made easier by the fact 
that he had given them three grandchildren whom they had never seen. At any rate, they got their tickets on a Lockheed TriStar. In 
the days before airport security, the excited couple got on the plane easily enough and the takeoff was equally non-eventful. Then, 
somewhere over the Atlantic, the pilot’s voice broke in over the speaker system. In a matter-of-fact way he said, “Ladies and gentlemen, 
it is my obligation to inform you that one of our three engines has failed. I want to assure you there is no need for concern. This is a 
modern jet and it is fully capable of taking us all to New York on three engines. The greatest problem we will encounter is that we will 
be arriving at our destination about an hour late. I encourage you to sit back and enjoy your flight.” 

About half-an-hour later the captain’s voice was once again heard on the intercom. Using a tone not unlike Tom Hanks, “Houston, we 
have a problem,” the captain’s measured announcement said, “I am sorry for disturbing you, but I must tell you we have lost the second 
of our three engines. Please be assured, we will make a normal and completely safe landing in New York. Unfortunately, this means we 
will be two-and-a-half hours late. I am sorry for the inconvenience. Having shared the bad news; the good news is you can sit back and 
enjoy the flight.” At that point, the Scotch grandma turned to her husband and complained, “I’m thinking if that third engine fails, it’s 
going to take us days to get to New York.” That’s a lady who “doesn’t get it.” 

BEING SPECIFIC AS TO WHOM WE WANT - Samuel Colgate helped create the Colgate business conglomerate. Along with being 
an astute businessman, Colgate was also an ardent servant and supporter of the Savior. One Sunday, his church had a big push to 
evangelize the neighborhood. The pastor preached a moving message and at the end he extended an invitation for those who wished 
to come forward and declare their Spirit-given desire to leave their past behind, follow the Savior and be blessed by the forgiveness 
Christ has won. 
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According to the story, one of the first people to walk down the aisle and kneel before the Church altar was an infamous woman who 
had a most sullied reputation. She cried as she knelt and she renounced her licentious life. She asked God to forgive her and then she 
stood up and turned around. To the sea of faces before her she humbly stated she was committed to following Jesus and that she was 
happy in His blood-bought forgiveness. She concluded by saying, ‘I wish to now become a member of the church.’ Her request was 
met by silence… a deafening silence… a prolonged silence. Everyone knew ‘everytime one of God’s people sins, God’s image and the 
Savior’s sacrifice gets tarnished.’ They were reluctant to have their church or their Savior besmirched by associating themselves with 
this… sinner.  

The silence was broken when Colgate stood up and said, “I guess we blundered when we prayed that the Lord would save sinners. 
We forgot to specify what kind of sinners. We’d better ask him to forgive us for this oversight. The Holy Spirit has touched this woman 
and made her truly repentant, but the Lord apparently doesn’t understand that she’s not the type (of lost sinner) we want Him to 
rescue. We’d better spell it out for Him just which sinners we had in mind.” Colgate’s words jolted the congregation into remembering 
who they were; that they too were all sinners who had been blessed by the Savior’s sacrifice; who had been forgiven by His blood and 
promised eternal victory through His resurrection. The motion was made and unanimously approved that the woman be accepted into 
church membership.

AN INVITATION TO COME IN - Years ago, or so I’ve been told, a farmer encouraged his neighbor to try his apples. The friend always 
declined. Eventually the farmer asked, “Look, what’s the problem? Why not even a taste?” His friend countered, “The truth is, I have 
tasted your apples. They are terribly tart.” “Where did you get those apples?” the farmer inquired. “I’ve picked up some from along 
the road.” “Yup, those apples are sour,” the farmer confessed. Those trees with sour apples were planted to keep thieves away. But, 
I tell you this: if you come to the middle of my orchard, you will find things taste differently there.” Which is just my way of saying, “If 
you’ve only seen what Christianity offers from the other side of the fence, or from the road, this may indeed seem bitter. But, if you 
come into the orchard and try again, you will find things quite different. In short, the nearer you are to the Savior, the sweeter will be 
the joy He gives. 

LOVE THE MOST THE ONE WHO NEEDS THE MOST - This story begins on Christmas Day years ago. A woman paid a holiday visit 
to the home of a friend. At that home was a little girl who had a most excellent doll collection. That collection had become, with the 
opening of Christmas gifts, considerably larger. Making adult conversation with the little lady, the friend asked, “Of all the dolls, which 
one of these is your favorite?” The little girl brought out a doll that was the most tattered and pathetic thing the woman had ever 
seen. The face was disfigured because of a broken nose. One china arm was cracked and the other was missing entirely. The woman 
didn’t laugh. But she did ask, “And why? Why do you love this one the most? You have so many pretty dolls.” To which the little girl 
could only confess, “I love this one the most because she needs it the most. If I didn’t love her, nobody would.”

NO HOPE? - Over a century ago, two natives in Australia, yet unmarked by civilization, watched as the government constructed a 
giant coastal lighthouse. Impressed, they came to the celebration of its opening. They spent some time touring the grand facility 
and listening to the promises of the speakers. All was prepared with the lights, the bell and the horn ready to go on at dusk. But, an 
hour before the lighthouse went on line, the thickest and darkest of all fogs came rolling in from the sea. Before they turned to leave, 
with a regretful tone, one native said to the other, “Light shine, bell ring, horn blow, but fog come in just the same.” Is that how your 
life feels? Is the dark still coming, no matter what lighthouse you build? Are your fears growing? Does tomorrow seem to be without 
hope?

WITH OTHERS - It was another century when the great evangelist Dwight Moody called upon a leading citizen in Chicago to 
persuade him to return to the family of the Father. They were comfortably seated in the man’s parlor. It was winter and coal was 
burning brightly in the fireplace. The man argued he was doing fine just as he was. To that, Moody said nothing. Instead, after a long 
pause, he stepped to the fireplace, took the fire tongs and picked up a large piece of burning coal. He set that coal on the floor of 
the fireplace, off by itself. In silence the two watched the coal lose its flame, turn from blue to orange to scarlet and then black. Then, 
Moody picked up that dead piece of coal, put it back with the others and it immediately burst into flame. So, it is for you and the 
family of faith. Away from the fire of faith, away from the warmth of God’s family, there is only darkness. But with the Lord, there is a 
beautiful life, both here and in eternity.

THE HOLY SPIRIT’S CALL - For 72 hours, two men at a convention seminar had committed every transgression they could get their 
hands on. At the end of the weekend as they were traveling to the airport, a sinfully sacrilegious idea came to one of the men. “Why 
not top off the trip’s depravity and debauchery with a shockingly scandalous bit of irreverence?” Quickly, he challenged the other: “I 
dare you to go into the first church we come across and confess to the preacher everything you did last night. I’ll bet $100 you can’t do 
it.” His companion, feeling up to the challenge, accepted by saying, “Sounds like easy money to me.”
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The first church they came across was Roman Catholic. They stopped, walked in, and the man found the priest. He began, “Father, 
forgive me for I have sinned.” Then in graphic detail, he told of the previous evening’s escapades. The perceptive priest, discerning 
the man’s insincerity, replied, “My friend, I give you a simple penance. Go to the front of the church, kneel before the statue of Jesus, 
look into the Savior’s suffering face, see the nails in His hands and feet, the crown of thorns on His head and say, ‘Jesus, all this You 
suffered for me, and I couldn’t care less.’” Well, our man came out of the confessional and demanded his friend pay up. “Oh no, you 
haven’t won this bet yet. First you have to do your penance.” Having gone this far and not wishing to lose the $100, the confessor 
went to the altar, looked up to the Christ depicted on the crucifix and facetiously said, “Jesus all this you did for me and I ...” At that 
moment, the teachings from a long-forgotten childhood Bible class washed over him. Something he learned and ignored flooded his 
head and heart. He cleared his throat and tried again, “Lord Jesus, all this you did for me ....” And then he burst into tears and the 
Savior Christ reclaimed and redeemed a lost soul. That man, by the power of the Holy Spirit, became a new creature.

LIMITATIONS ON HOW HIGH WE CAN GO - Almost all parents buy their child a helium balloon. Almost all of us have stood by a 
tearful child and watched as the tiny globe, accidentally released, shoots skyward. It’s sad that a toddler has to learn his first lesson 
in physics the hard way. But what happens to that balloon? How high does it go? According to the National Scientific Balloon Facility 
in Palestine, Texas, about 18,000 feet. It would go higher… except for the fact that the balloon goes rigid and refuses to expand any 
further. A pretty accurate description of Christians who want religion… but not too much. 

A REALLY, REALLY BAD STORY - But today is Pentecost, and hardly anyone knows. Indeed, on Friday, I was out shopping with 
my wife. We visited several different stores. It was amazing. In NONE of them was there any indication that there were only two 
shopping days till Pentecost! The closest any came was the nursery department at Home Depot where there were PENTAS on sale. 
For those of you who might not know, and that included me until I looked it up, pentas are bushy, rounded evergreen shrubs. I asked 
the salesman, “How much does a PENTA COST?”

THEY COULDN’T KEEP THE GOOD NEWS HIDDEN – When the Holy Spirit lets people really see Jesus as their Savior, they are 
changed. They have a joy which is like that of the three prospectors who found a vein of gold in California. Realizing their great 
discovery, they decided, “We’ve really have a good thing going here as long as no one else finds out about it.” So they each took 
a vow to keep it secret. They headed for town to file their claims and get equipment. True to their vows, they didn’t say a word and 
headed back to their mine. But when they did, a crowd followed them. Their faces had given them away. The joy of Jesus can’t be 
controlled. 

JESUS GAVE THE BEST, CAN WE DO LESS? - Years ago, I read of a Christian school that worked with the children of the 
“untouchable” caste in India. This was before World War II, and each year, the children received Christmas presents from Christian 
children back in England. It was very much like the “By Kids – For Kids” program that was conducted by Lutheran Hour Ministries. 
Back then, the girls got a doll and the boys some other appropriate toy. One year, the doctor from a nearby mission hospital helped 
distribute those gifts. During his visit, he told the children about another village, a place where the boys and girls had never heard 
about Jesus or the salvation Christ had won for the world. The doctor suggested that maybe the children would like to give them 
some of their old toys as presents. That would give him, he explained, the opportunity to talk about God’s great gift – Jesus. The 
children liked the idea. A week later, the doctor returned to collect the gifts. He was shocked by what happened though. One by 
one the children filed by and gave the doctor a doll or toy – but not the old toys. Oh, no. The children all gave their new presents. 
“Why?” the doctor wanted to know. A little girl spoke up: “Doctor, think what Jesus did for us. He gave us His best, can we do 
anything less?” The girl had it right. Jesus always gave His best.

WHAT WE SHOULDN’T BE - One of my pastor friends in New York recently told me about a little boy at church with his mother. He 
was being good, not causing any problems; but every once in a while, he stood up in the pew, turned around, looked at the people 
behind him, and smiled at them. His smile was infectious, and soon everybody behind him was starting to smile back. It was going 
fine until the mother realized what was happening. When she did, she grabbed him by his arm and gave it squeeze, told him to sit 
down and remember that he was in church. When he started sniffling and crying, she turned to him and said, “That’s better.” Sad, 
isn’t it, that some believe we come to church for gloom and doom and no Jesus joy? 

HE OUGHT TO SHOW - One Sunday as they drove home from church, a little girl turned to her mother and said, “Mommy, there’s 
something about the pastor’s message this morning that I don’t understand.” The mother said, “Oh? What is it?” The little girl 
replied, “Well, he said that God is bigger than we are. He said God is so big that He could hold the world in His hand. Is that true?” 
The mother replied, “Yes, that’s true, honey.” “But Mommy, he also said that God comes to live inside of us when we believe in Jesus 
as our Savior. Is that true too?” Again, the mother assured the little girl that what the pastor had said was true. With a puzzled look 
on her face the little girl then asked, “If God is bigger than us and He lives in us, wouldn’t He show through?”
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CALENDAR DATE:  ........................................................ 15 JUNE, 2014  
CHURCH DATE:  ........................................................ TRINITY SUNDAY
THE TEXTS:  .GENESIS 1:1-2:4A; ACTS 2:14A, 22-36; MATTHEW 28:16-20

CALENDAR DATE:  ...........................................................22 JUNE, 2014
CHURCH DATE:  ...........................................PENTECOST 2 – PROPERS 7
THE TEXTS:  JEREMIAH 20:7-13; ROMANS 6:12-23; MATTHEW 10:5A, 21-33
 

CALENDAR DATE:  ........................................................ 29 JUNE, 2014
CHURCH DATE:  ........................................ PENTECOST 3 – PROPERS 8
THE TEXTS:  .....JEREMIAH 28:5-9; ROMANS 7:1-13; MATTHEW 10:34-42

SUMMARY

What does it take for a person to be a Christian? What do they have to know; how many facts do they need to believe; what actions 
must they perform? The early church and her frontline missionaries spent considerable time wrestling with those questions. Today many 
churches and denominations are debating those same topics. The topics are the same, but the goal is different. Where the early church 
was asking, “What does God expect?” today’s organizations are wondering, “What do we have to do to make ourselves attractive 
to men?” The end result is people are confused by what they hear being preached on radio, television, and their own neighborhood 
pulpits. Anyone who is curious about Christianity is understandably confounded when he hears one pastor preaching and another 
pastor denying the divinity, the life, the death, the bodily resurrection of the Savior. They are confused when one church preaches ‘by 
grace we are saved,’ and the other proclaims the theology of gracious living. They are discouraged when one denomination supports 
God’s revelation and another backs social revolution; when one stands opposed to abortion and another has a service to ask God’s 
blessing upon an abortion completed. “How can it be,” they ask, “that homosexuality is a sin for one church and perfectly acceptable 
to another?” 

Far too many are convinced they can’t be sure what is true or if there is such a thing as truth. Decision theology, social gospels, name-
it-claim-it confuse and confound searchers and sinners. Like Pilate, they ask: “What is truth?” With the eternal destiny of their souls at 
stake, they deserve an answer; not just any answer or human opinion; they deserve God’s answer. What would Jesus have us do? He 
would have those who believe in God’s own heaven-designed, blood-bought, resurrection-assured message of hope tell the world: “If 
you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”

What would Jesus have us do? He would have us, like Peter, say “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Like James, He would 
have us add nothing to or subtract anything from, the Scriptural story of salvation. He would have us share “Salvation is found only in 
Jesus Christ.” He would have us preach the Savior’s story of salvation to all who, this day, cannot say, “Jesus is my Lord.” 

THE TEXT(S) FOR EVANGELISM EMPHASIS

ACTS 15:1-21 -  But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to 
the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and 
Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question. 3 So, being 
sent on their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, 
and brought great joy to all the brothers. 4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the 
elders, and they declared all that God had done with them. 5 But some believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up 
and said, “It is necessary to circumcise them and to order them to keep the law of Moses.” 6 The apostles and the elders were gathered 
together to consider this matter. 7 And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brothers, you know that 
in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 

And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, 9 and he made no distinction 
between us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith. 10 Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the test by placing a yoke 
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on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? 11 But we believe that we will be saved through the 
grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” 12 And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul as they related what 
signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. 13 After they finished speaking, James replied, “Brothers, listen 
to me. 14 Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people for his name. 15 And with this the words of 
the prophets agree, just as it is written, 16 “‘After this I will return, and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, 
and I will restore it, 17 that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my name, says the Lord, 
who makes these things 18 known from of old.’ 19 Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who turn 
to God, 20 but should write to them to abstain from the things polluted by idols, and from sexual immorality, and from what has been 
strangled, and from blood. 21 For from ancient generations Moses has had in every city those who proclaim him, for he is read every 
Sabbath in the synagogues.”

MATTHEW 16:13-19 - 13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that 
the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus 
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven.”

POSSIBLE SERMON TITLES AND EXPLANATIONS

1. WWJD (WHAT WOULD JESUS DO) – SERMON BASED ON ACTS 15: 1-21
In our message based on the Acts text, we begin with the acronym: WWJD. For a long time WWJD was on the lips of almost everyone. 
People wondered, “What kind of ATV Jesus would drive; what kind of house would Jesus own (Remember, foxes have holes, and birds 
have nests, but He had no place to lay His head. [Mt. 8:20]); what kind of breakfast He would eat (vegan was suggested.) WWJD? What 
would Jesus do? A difficult question?  Not at all. Scripture tells us what Jesus would do. He left heaven’s high throne to be born one of 
us. He lived His entire life without error or sin – this, too was done for us. In the Garden of Gethsemane, He shouldered every mistake 
and transgression that all of humanity had committed, would ever commit, and He carried those sins to the cross. Outside the city walls 
of Jerusalem, on a skull-shaped hill, the sinless Son of God died so that believers might live. He paid, in full, the price that our sins 
demanded. Then, three days later, to show the world that His work had been completed and accepted, He rose from the dead. What 
would Jesus do? He did for us what we could not. And, while we may try to pattern our lives after Him, by being kind, gentle, loving, 
forgiving, caring, none of us, not the best of us, can do what Jesus did. He is unique. Which is why, although we cannot rightly ask, 
“What would Jesus do?” we can regularly ask, “What would Jesus have us do?” 

That was the question which the early church asked? Should we follow the old laws of the Covenant or are they to be completely 
disregarded? Are we saved by grace alone or should there be some mandatory works involved? What should we do as we live our lives 
in thanksgiving to God for His great gift of salvation which comes to us in His Son’s sacrifice?” What would Jesus have us do? Looking 
at Scripture, maybe we ought to talk about some of the things we aren’t told MUST be done. We are told to worship regularly, but we 
aren’t told what time, or in what language, or even on what day we ought to come together. We are told to minister to and assist those 
who are worse off than we, but we are not told how much we are to give in thanksgiving for the Savior’s many blessings. We are told to 
invite the lost and the loser, the desperate, the downtrodden, the depressed, and those who are defeated to the peace and salvation 
which the Savior gives, but we are not told who to invite… other than our neighbor… who is everybody. 

We aren’t told to do many things in Scripture, but there is one thing we are asked to do. Jesus said we are to “Go, teach, preach, 
baptize.” Paul wrote to Timothy that we are to ‘preach the Word.’ Christ’s followers, no matter what else they may do; the charities they 
support; the mission trips they undertake, the junior high lock-ins they have, (here the pastor may list many of the things at which his 
particular church is good), must first, foremost, and always share the Savior’s story of salvation with sinners. They must preach the Word.

As the First Christian Council in Jerusalem declared, we are to add no burdens to the salvation message nor are we to minimize any 
requirements the Scriptures might demand. As we preach the Word, we do not add to, or subtract from the call of the Christ, the 
urgings of the Holy Spirit, the truth of the Bible. When we do that, we will have an answer to WWJHUD, What Would Jesus Have Us Do. 

2. MOM ALWAYS LIKED YOU BEST – SERMON BASED ON ACTS 15:13-21
(The pastor may wish to begin with an introduction something like that which follows. Those who have projection screens may wish 
to download a clip or two from YouTube.)Some of you may remember the Smothers Brothers. Assuming you don’t, just a few words 
of explanation might be in order. There were two Smothers Brothers. Dick was the smooth, quick, purposeful brother who played the 
string bass, and acoustic-guitar-playing Tommy’s persona had him appear to be a few cards short of a deck, a few beats behind anyone 
else on stage. For a while the Smothers Brothers, had a hot TV show and did well. Eventually their political position got them into 
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trouble with the network and their program was cancelled. That being said, the two brothers could be very funny. Perhaps the one 
trademark line everyone remembers about them is when put-upon Tom would turn to Dick and say, “Yeah, well, mom always loved you 
best.” Then he would talk about how his brother got a puppy for a pet and he was given a chicken, or they had played hide and seek 
and he ended up hiding for four months.  

Of course, in the Theological world there is the belief that God likes us best. More than one Lutheran school was begun because 
parents wanted their children to be taught German. (God spoke German, you know. After all, the Bible plainly says, in the Garden of 
Eden the Lord went looking for fallen Adam by asking, “Adam, wo bist du?”) 

The idea that God likes us best is nothing new. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had good reason to believe God liked them best. After 
all, had He not called them to be keepers of the Messiah’s promise? Even when they were searching after other gods, the Children 
of Israel thought God liked them best. At the time of Jesus, the Jews knew God liked them better than the Romans; the people from 
Judea believed God liked them better than the folks from backwoods Galilee; the people of Jerusalem knew God liked them better 
than the others in Judea and the Pharisees knew they were the most favored citizens of Jerusalem. Indeed, the Pharisees wrongly 
thought that God liked them so much He was willing to let them clarify and fill in any laws which He had neglected to give. 

There was more than a little bit of that “God likes somebody best” left in the early church. The Greeks thought the disciples showed 
favoritism to the Jewish widows, Peter needed a vision to be told salvation was for Gentiles, and the Pharisee contingent thought God 
liked those best who kept the old covenant laws. It took a Great Council for the “God likes somebody best” to be ironed out. From 
our point of view it’s not surprising that they decided God likes and loves everybody and His Son lived, died, rose, and ascended so all 
might be brought to repentance and given salvation. 

So, it would seem the matter of “Who does God like best” was decided once and for all. Yes, it would seem that way. But it didn’t 
work out that way. Many still believe that God smiles on them more than He does others. For example, many believe God prefers 
the ones who give things up for Lent over those who don’t. They think God likes those who tithe better than those who give of their 
time, and 5% say God prefers those in the church whose parents founded the congregation over those who are newcomers and, most 
obviously, God likes Christians over Buddhists and Muslims and He prefers Lutherans over Baptists and Catholics. 

All of which explains why, as often as not, Church people say about non-Church people, “They know when and where we worship, if 
they want they can come to Church on Sundays. I’m not going to beg anybody.” It is why, when the newcomer eventually does show 
up, he can feel mighty isolated as people give him the once over to see if he is our “kind of people.” 

Well, my friends, I have it on good authority that the Lord does not approve of people who set up standards which Jesus has knocked 
down. As James (2:1) said, “Christians are not supposed to show partiality when it comes to people, their finances, or the influence 
they wield.” 

And, as long as we are talking about it, I can share that the Lord is pleased when we do as He asks and the Holy Spirit brings those 
who were sinners to repentance. Indeed, all of heaven rejoices when we are used by the Holy Spirit to bring someone to repentance 
and faith in the Savior. 

3. MISTAKEN IDENTITY – SERMON BASED ON MATTHEW 16:13-19
The other night our family had three wrong phone calls. Amazingly, each of those phone calls was made by the same man. Each of 
them was made by the same man who was looking for Juanita. When we said there was no Juanita here, he really didn’t believe us. I 
guess he thought we were Juanita’s friends and doing our best to keep the two of them separate. It was a case of mistaken identity, 
but it amounted to no more than a nuisance. Things can escalate far beyond the level of “nuisance” when someone steals our identity. 
Those folks who keep track of such things say that in 2013, there were more than 12 million cases of identity fraud in the U.S. If you 
are the victim of identity fraud, you can find someone has pilfered your bank accounts, obtained credit cards and loans in your name, 
ordered a wealth of stuff and charged it to you, and managed to get a genuine passport or driver’s license that has their picture but 
your name. It’s nasty business and can take a lot of money and time to set right. 

Would it surprise you to find out that Jesus had a problem with His own identity when He was among us? When He was but a Child, 
Herod thought the Savior was competition for an earthly throne. He wasn’t. Jesus’ kingdom was not of this world. When our Lord went 
to His Boyhood home of Nazareth, the people thought of Him as being Nobody, the Son of Joseph the Carpenter. That was a case 
of mistaken identity since Jesus was the only Son of God. At His trial, another monarch thought He was a Magician and asked Him to 
give proof of His skill. The religious leaders thought of Him as being a threat to them and the nation, while the Pharisees saw Him as a 
Samaritan, a Party-Goer, a Sinner, and a Devil. 
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Little wonder that Jesus asked the disciples, “Who do people think I am?” Their replies concerning the Savior’s identity are revealing. 
According to them, some people were saying Jesus was a Prophet, or John the Baptist, or  well, just about anybody from Israel’s 
history who was famous. These cases of mistaken identity might have been discouraging to the Savior if Peter hadn’t, by the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance, gotten it right. Correctly, Peter identifies Jesus as the Promised Messiah, God’s own Son. 

Today it is no different. There are entire nations whose leadership follow in Herod’s footsteps and think of Jesus as competition. There 
are other religions who think of Him as an enemy and threaten to murder anyone who converts. In the western hemisphere Jesus’ 
identity is always being stolen and His Person is always under attack. To some He is a Myth, a Legend which sprang from the fertile 
imaginations of the disciples. To others He is the Founder of the French monarchy, and to yet others He was a brilliant Philosopher, 
Leader, Teacher and Healer, and all-around Good Guy. Some would say He is the Founder of a great institution, the Christian Church, 
and others regard Him as a suitable target for jokes and sick humor. 

The truth is this: unless Jesus is rightly regarded as God’s Son, the person who is doing the regarding is wrong. They are wrong and it 
is our job to deliver the message which will allow the Holy Spirit to set them right. On Pentecost and thereafter that was the chief job 
of Peter and the others. They went into a lost and lonely world and said, “In Jesus you can be forgiven and through Him you can be 
reconciled to your heavenly Father.” Indeed, so important was the sharing of this blood-bought truth that those disciples were willing 
to die to get that message out. 

Of course, that was then and this is now. In an age where every opinion is to be regarded as having some degree of truth; where 
everyone is afraid of offending someone else, it is unfashionable to say: “Repent, believe, be baptized, and be saved in Jesus Christ 
alone.” It is far more acceptable to let folks believe what they want and we will believe what God says. It is acceptable, but it is not 
loving. 

You see, these souls who are mistaken in regard to Jesus and His work of redemption are not headed for heaven. They are going the 
other way. Which is why we do all we can to give the Holy Spirit time to touch their hearts and straighten them out. We want to make 
sure they have every opportunity to get Jesus’ identity right and have their identity changed from damned sinner to saved saint.

ILLUSTRATIONS

HAVE WE CHANGED - This story comes from a man who works with the down-and-out of Chicago’s skid row. He shared how a 
prostitute had come to him in wretched straits, homeless, sick, unable to buy drugs for her habit or food for her ten-year-old daughter. 
Through sobs and tears, she told me she had been tempted to renting out her daughter. She had been told she could make more 
renting out her daughter for an hour than she could earn on her own in a night. She felt she had no choice. Searching for what to say 
the man asked, “Have you ever thought of going to a church for help. He said, “I will never forget the look of pure, naïve shock that 
crossed her face. ‘Church!’ she cried, ‘Why would I ever go to a church? I was already feeling terrible about myself. They’d just make 
me feel worse.’” What struck him about her response is that this woman ran from Jesus, not to Him. He wondered, ‘what Jesus have 
we shown to the world?’ and ‘how uninviting must be our doors?’ for her to feel this way. Apparently those who were in need that 
came to Jesus when He ministered on earth no longer feel they can do so.” 
 
IN THE MORNING - Dr. W. A Criswell, Pastor of the First Baptist Church of Dallas, Texas, said on one occasion, on an airplane flight 
he found himself seated beside a well-known theologian. He desperately wanted to start a conversation and they did get to talk. The 
man told Dr. Criswell about how he had recently lost his little boy through death. Dr. Criswell listened as he told his story: He said he 
had come home from school with a fever and we thought it was just one of those childhood things, but it was a very virulent form of 
meningitis. The doctor said we cannot save your little boy. He’ll die. And so this seminary professor, loving his son as he did, sat by 
the bedside to watch this death vigil. It was the middle of the day and the little boy, whose strength was going from him and whose 
vision and brain was getting clouded, said, “Daddy, it’s getting dark, isn’t it?” The professor said to his son, “Yes son, it is getting 
dark, very dark.” Of course it was very dark for him. He said, “Daddy, I guess it’s time for me to go to sleep, isn’t it?” He said, “Yes, 
son, it’s time for you to go to sleep.” The professor said the little fellow had a way of fixing his pillow just so, and putting his head on 
his hands when he slept and he fixed his pillow like that and laid his head on his hands and said, “Good night Daddy. I will see you 
in the morning.” He then closed his eyes in death and stepped over into heaven. Dr. Criswell said the professor didn’t say anymore 
after that. He just looked out the window of that airplane for a long time. Then he turned back and he looked at Dr Criswell with the 
scalding tears coming down his cheeks and he said, “Dr. Criswell, I can hardly wait till the morning.”

SECRET IDENTITIES - Does the name John Reid mean anything to you? Think hard. John Reid. Nothing? Okay. How about the name 
Kent Allard? Does the name Kent Allard ring a bell? Maybe it might jog your memory if I told you that the aviator Kent Allard faked 
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his death in an airplane crash and, when he came back to the United States, he used the name Lamont Cranston. Still nothing? That’s 
all right. If I give you a few more names, I’m sure you will be able to figure things out. The next name I have is Bruce Wayne and then 
there’s Peter Parker. If you still are having trouble; that will change when I tell you the last name on the list is: Clark Kent.  Yes, Clark 
Kent, mild-mannered reporter for the great metropolitan newspaper The Daily Planet. Most people know that Clark Kent is the secret 
identity for Superman… Peter Parker is the web-slinging Spiderman, and Bruce Wayne is the Dark Knight, Batman. Kent Allard, aka, 
Lamont Cranston was the famous Shadow who knew what evil lurked in the hearts of men. Which takes us back to the first name on the 
list, John Reid. Yes, John Reid, like the others I’ve mentioned here, has a secret side to him. According to the storyline, John Reid is the 
only Ranger who escaped the ambush staged by the infamous Butch Cavendish gang. After his recovery John decided to fight crime 
under the name: the Lone Ranger. If you didn’t get that one right, don’t feel badly. Wherever John went people kept asking, “Who 
was that masked man?” Secret identities. For one reason or another, many of our fictional heroes have decided to compartmentalize 
themselves and are completely dedicated to keeping their personal lives and their professional persona totally separate. Indeed, 
their storylines indicate these superheroes are almost obsessive in their desire to keep the world in general, and the forces of evil in 
particular, from knowing who they really are. And although the Lord Jesus never had a “secret identity,” that hasn’t stopped people 
from knowing who He really is.

MISTAKEN IDENTITIES - The idea of the Lone Ranger being taken for a bad guy made for entertaining television. That is not always 
the case when it comes to mistaken identities. For example, look at the story of Byron Halsey. In 1988, Byron Halsey was convicted 
of the brutal rape and murder of two children. Although he escaped the death sentence, Halsey was given two life sentences, plus 
twenty years. It took 19 years before DNA testing proved Byron Halsey was innocent. Those same tests pointed to another man as the 
guilty party. For Byron Halsey, who had spent 19 years in prison for a crime he didn’t do, mistaken identity was neither amusing nor 
entertaining. Byron Halsey is not alone in being the victim of mistaken identity. In Louisiana, Ryan Matthews was on death row for five 
years. Convicted of the murder of a Bridge City grocer, Ryan Matthews was condemned to die by lethal injection. That all changed 
when DNA left on a ski mask by the real criminal showed Ryan to be innocent and another man to be guilty. Mistaken identity can be 
serious business. Most certainly it is serious business when it comes to looking at Jesus and seeing Somebody other than God’s Son, 
your Savior. 

PUSHING OR NOT - Difficulties in the church; they are nothing new. In the 1800s, a parson of a parish dreamed he was hitched to a 
covered wagon. With love and labor, he pulled that wagon along the dirty trail. Eventually he reached a spot which was muddy. Only 
by a giant tug on the wagon’s tree was he able to budge the wagon, and only a few inches at a time. He thought this to be rather 
peculiar. After all, the last time he looked back, his fellow believers were behind the wagon, pushing. The longer and harder he pulled, 
the harder it was to move the wagon. Exhausted, he went to the rear of the wagon to examine the difficulty. There he found all the 
members had quit pushing. Not only had they quit pushing, they were now sitting in the wagon and not just sitting there but criticizing 
him as well for not moving them along faster.

SEE THE SACRIFICE - Who is Jesus? Over a century ago, at Ragenbach, Germany, on a warm afternoon, a lot of folks were chatting 
in the large room of the town’s inn. The door stood open and the town blacksmith sat nearby. Fearfully, a mad dog rushed in, but was 
quickly seized by the smith. “Hurry out”, he said, “while I hold him.” The mad dog bit furiously on every side. His teeth tore the arms 
and thighs of the smith, but he would not loosen his hold. When all the people had escaped, he flung the half-strangled beast from 
him against the wall, left the room, and locked the door. The dog was shot, but what was to become of the man who had now been 
infected? The friends whose lives he had saved stood around, weeping. “Be quiet, don’t weep. I’ve only done my duty. When I am 
dead, think of me with love. Before then, pray that I will not suffer long or too much. The disease shall make me mad, but I will take 
care that no harm comes to you.” He then went back to his shop, took a strong chain, and riveted one end around his body. The other 
end he fastened around the anvil. Turning to his friends, he said, “It’s done! You are safe. I can’t hurt you. Bring me food while I am 
well. Keep out of my reach when I am mad. The rest I leave with God.” Madness seized him, and in nine days he died--gloriously for his 
friends.

WRONG ABOUT GOD - What are Jesus’ followers to do? It was about 30 years ago that a young man complained to a minister about 
the injustice and evil in this world. He blamed God for the whole mess and said, “I could make a better world than this myself.” Quietly 
the minister responded, “Good! Go do it! That’s exactly what Jesus told you to do.” Take up your cross. Deny yourself. Follow the 
Savior. Does it sound difficult? It is. Anyone who tells you differently is whistling in the wind.

SEEING JESUS – A GOOD MOURNING - What does it mean to see Jesus, really see Jesus? This story helps: a man had sold his 
little restaurant on Main Street and taken a position with a national insurance company. The new job had a number of advantages: 
he no longer had to put in 18 hours a day, he was able to set his own hours, and work out of his house. This was a blessing, because 
ministering to his frail, fragile, and failing wife was his first interest. When people commended him on his selfless sacrifice, he tried to 
explain: “She’s my partner. On our wedding day, before God, we spoke vows which said: ‘In sickness and in health, until death us do 
part.’” To all who knew them, it was not a shock when death showed at their little house. What was surprising is that death came for 
him, not her. The whispered words of those who knew them were, “His dying is going to lead to her end as well. She won’t last long.” 
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But the insurance man and his wife were Christians. They believed that Jesus, God’s Son, had come into this world to carry their sins, 
die the death they deserved, and had risen so all who believe in Him will live forever. In the face of death, the wife’s faith did not 
fail her. Two days after the funeral, she took some of her first steps, alone. It took what seemed like hours for her to walk from the 
bedroom to her husband’s empty office. Surrounded by the memories of him, the clutter of him, the scent of him, she blinked back 
the tears, and with trembling hands found what she was looking for. Small, slow steps took her to the front door. There she hung up 
the sign her husband had used when he went out on his sales calls. It read, “GONE OUT--BACK SOON.” Weak in body, strong in 
spirit, she knew when the casket closes, it is not the end. She knew when you leave the cemetery’s open grave, life is not finished. She 
knew the words of Jesus who said that those who acknowledge Him as Savior will be blessed in their mourning. And for this widow, 
hers was a good mourning.

THE WISE OF THE WORLD - Every age has its experts. Well over a century ago, an American “expert” declared the building of 
railroads would also mean the building of insane asylums. In his opinion, people would be driven mad with terror at the sight of 
trains chugging across the land. Every age has its experts. In 1881, when the New York YWCA said they would offer typing lessons for 
women, some experts declared the delicate female constitution could collapse under the pressure.

Every age has its experts. About a century ago, when I was in grade school, experts told me that Christopher Columbus was a good 
guy who discovered the new world by sailing the ocean blue in 1492. He did that to find a way to China, and bring back spices and 
silks and stuff. Twenty years later, I was told that Columbus sailed the ocean blue in 1492 to share Christianity with the heathens. I was 
told he didn’t discover anything because people were already there. That was a change, but Columbus was still a good guy. Today, 
I’m informed that Columbus was a narrow-minded, money-hungry racist who is personally responsible for genocide. The only thing 
about Columbus that hasn’t changed is the year he set sail. Every age has its experts. Sir William Preece was one of Britain’s most 
noted scientists. Having examined the telephone, this expert commented, “England has plenty of small boys to run messages.” 
Thomas Edison was an expert in many areas. But, in 1922 he said, ‘The radio craze will die out in time.”

Every age has its experts. Most of the time they don’t do too much damage. It is only when they elevate human knowledge over 
Godly wisdom that they become foolish (1 Corinthians 3:19-20). Human experts have said, ‘We should relax about sex and not get 
uptight about it. If we do that, there will be no more sex crimes.” We relaxed, taught sex education without morals, and gave the 
purveyors of filth and pornography a free license. We relaxed, and some have called these last months the ‘summer of the missing 
and murdered girls.’ In spite of AIDS’ deadly threat, venereal disease increases at an epidemic rate.

Experts told us we shouldn’t be so tough on criminals and that punishment was not a deterrent to crime. So some courts went easy 
on criminals and the rate of violent crime increased so much there are some places even the police avoid. Experts on the law and 
constitution said it is a violation of freedom of religion to have a Bible used in a classroom or a public school library. Experts said 
that children should be allowed to shape their own beliefs over time. Children did shape their beliefs and, for some, violent crime is 
a status symbol rather than a stigma. Then, experts allowed it might not be so bad to take the Bibles we couldn’t put in a classroom 
and give it to the young folks in jail.

Now, you should know, nowhere in Scripture does God condemn the acquisition of knowledge. But when experts see man’s wisdom 
as being more important and reliable than God’s love, then we’re foolish. 

WHILE THEY ARE ALIVE - I was studying at the seminary and was required to attend a funeral service at another church body. 
Then, we were to write an evaluation of what we had seen and heard. It seemed like a lot of busywork, so I postponed going until 
an incomplete grade in the class was staring me in the face. I didn’t want to go alone, so I dragged one of my classmates with me. 
He was taking the same course. Together, we perused the papers to find a convenient service, close to where we lived. We entered 
a small church. Some of the stained-glass windows were cracked. The piano, upon which pre-service music was being played, was 
painfully out of tune. There were a number of small flower arrangements, and, center stage, was the guest of honor. Before the 
service, the casket was open for the convenience of mourners who hadn’t made it to the funeral home. Then, right before the family 
entered, the lid was lowered. I’m glad it was. If the person in the box could have heard what the person in the pulpit was going to say 
about him, he would have sat straight up.

After a solo or two, the preacher took the pulpit. Not more than two sentences were out of his mouth before I realized this preacher 
took his pulpiteering seriously. He popped the clutch and went right into third gear. “Look and learn,” he said. “Judgment Day 
should be known as ‘too late day.’ The man before you might have had good intentions. He might have wanted to get his act 
together. He might have wanted to be a father to his children. He might have wanted to be a husband to his wife. He might have 
wanted to give up drinking and every other sin he played around with until last Tuesday, but he didn’t. And now, on Saturday, it’s 
too late for him to change. But, you, dear mourners, still have time. If your heart is pumping, if your eyes are seeing, if your ears are 
hearing, if your brain is thinking, it’s not too late for you to know Jesus. Don’t put it off and burn in the fires of hell like this poor soul. 
God is calling you.”
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On the way home, my friend and I discussed the message. As seminarians never having conducted a funeral ourselves, we were pretty 
sure how funeral sermons should be preached. We were, I confess, highly critical. My friend thought the minister’s message had been 
manipulative. I thought his sermon had been insensitive. We both agreed what the old minister said was probably true. We also agreed 
it would have been better to say those things to the man while he was alive rather than waiting until he was dead. The passing years 
have changed many of my opinions from that day. But I still think we need to tell lost souls about judgment, salvation, and Jesus, while 
they’re still alive.

WHAT DOES LOVE LOOK LIKE - Now, a lot of you listeners are lifting your eyebrows groaning and saying, “That’s not much help! 
Nobody knows what love looks like.” As a Pastor with almost 30 years of congregational experience, I want to tell you, love does have a 
look. I’ve seen it. I’ve seen love at weddings. I’m not talking about love between the bride and groom. If you look for love at a wedding, 
you won’t see its purest form by looking at the principles. If you want to see real love at a wedding, look at the grandmothers. Those 
grandmothers are not filled with infatuation. They are not harried like the fathers and mothers. The grandmothers are there with a small 
smile that never leaves their faces. They are remembering their wedding day many years ago and thinking of all the good and bad 
times that lie before their descendant children. They have experienced the lows and highs of life that the starry-eyed bride and groom 
cannot possibly anticipate. These grandmothers would share their memories of that day, but no one asks them, so all they do is love.

Yes, I’ve seen love. I’ve seen it in the smile of a father who watches his seven-year-old mentally-challenged daughter tie her shoes for 
the first time. I’ve seen love in the hand of an 83-year-old widow who was going to the nursing home. As she slowly shut the door of 
the house where she had lived in happy marriage for 51 years; as she caressed for the last time the familiar doorknob of the home 
where she raised four children, love was in that gesture. Yes, I’ve seen love in the face of a young adult who sheds a tear every time she 
takes Communion. Years ago, I saw love in the eyes of a mother when her son got off the plane, returning from a soldier’s combat duty 
overseas. Yes, I’ve seen love. But human beings have a difficult time sustaining their love. It is there. It is gone. It is a bright light that 
quickly fades.

God’s love has no such limitations. Do you wish to know what God looks like? God looks like love. Hear the words of the angels: “Unto 
you is born this day a Savior, Christ the Lord.” God looks like love. His is a love that reaches out over the centuries. When Adam and 
Eve broke the one rule God had given them, God was love. Rather than allowing them to be doomed and damned in hell, He gave 
them a promise that a Savior would come and take their place. When the children of Israel, having seen repeated miracles, having 
been delivered in spectacular ways, deserted God and danced around a golden calf, God was furious, but God was still love. God has 
consistently, constantly, continuously loved His people--all people, in every generation, in every age. God has loved people through 
every sin, past every slight, in spite of every wrongdoing. God loved without letup or hindrance. Do you want to know what God looks 
like? Then look into the Christmas manger, stand before Calvary’s cross and walk into the open tomb and see--see that “God is love.”


