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Dear Fellow Undershepherds of the Savior: 

In your hands you have sermon helps for the parish Pastor. As might be expected from an organization which brings Christ 
To The Nations, it centers on outreach. That is not to say this booklet is a series of Mission Festival sermons. On the contrary, 
from start-to-finish it is designed to help you make outreach preaching a regular part of your Sunday messages.

Since this production is a work in progress, it is impossible for me to tell you how it will look when the helps are finished. 
I can say this initial offering has have tried to supply that which we one-time parish preachers might have used in our pulpits. 
No doubt the presentation will change as we receive your suggestions. 

If you are wondering how the process began, I can say this: like you we at Lutheran Hour Ministries have a thirst for lost souls. 
That is why we offer programs like: The Lutheran Hour, the Men’s NetWork, our Bible Correspondence Courses, the 
Daily Devotions and so many others. It is our prayer this new program may be of benefit to parish pastors as they share the 
Saviors story of salvation all who may hear them. 

And if you’re wondering, “Isn’t preaching outreach messages to those who are saved a bit like preaching to the choir?”; we 
would reply, “Not at all.” We believe outreach will naturally and necessarily happen when a congregation’s pastor shares with 
them God’s people the joy of Jesus. In short, “Outreach begins with Inreach.” 

Finally, in regard to the illustrations included with every message… the answer is, “No.”

No, I don’t know if every story is true; No, I don’t know the source of every tale and No, not every illustration is original. 
That means you may have heard it before. What I can say is: I think they are good stories, powerful stories and I have done 
my best to violate nobody’s copyright. If I fail in this, I will, most assuredly apologize and withdraw it. At the same time I 
extend this invitation: if you have a great story, send it to kenklaus@lhm.org and I will see if we can use it in the future. 

God bless you as the Holy Spirit uses you to touch the lost with the message of life.  
In Christ I remain, His servant and yours, 

Kenneth R. Klaus, 
Speaker Emeritus, 
The Lutheran Hour
Ephesians 3: 7-9
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Calendar Date: 6- October 2013   
Church Date: Pentecost 20 - Propers 22   
The Texts: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4; 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:1-10

Summary
Looking at this text a pastor could preach on temptation, or forgiveness, or an increase in faith or tossing mulberry trees. But suppose 
he wanted to speak on the whole text? Well, if he wanted that, he should look to the last verse. The disciples had asked for an ‘increase 
in faith’, but Jesus told them they needed an ‘increase in faithfulness.’ Faithfulness is the thread which runs through the reading. Which 
leads us to wonder: “In what are we to be faithful?” In the things Jesus listed here, most certainly… but also in faithfulness to sharing 
the Gospel. That is the responsibility Jesus gave to us in the Great Commission… it is what motivated Paul to share the story of 
salvation with a spirit of power, love and self-control. (See the Epistle.) 

The Text(s) For Evangelism Emphasis 
Luke 17:1-10 ESV [1] And he said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the one through whom they come! [2] 

It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one of these 
little ones to sin. [3] Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him, [4] and if he sins against 
you seven times in the day, and turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.” [5] The apostles said to the Lord, 
“Increase our faith!” [6] And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uproot-
ed and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. [7] “Will any one of you who has a servant plowing or keeping sheep say to him when 
he has come in from the field, ‘Come at once and recline at table’? [8] Will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, and dress 
properly, and serve me while I eat and drink, and afterward you will eat and drink’? [9] Does he thank the servant because he did what 
was commanded? [10] So you also, when you have done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only 
done what was our duty.’”

Possible Sermon Titles and Explanations
1.  “I Volunteer… You. 
We’ve all heard the questions, “Why doesn’t God stop wars, bring an end to starvation, homelessness, prejudice, thievery and the 
like?” Those questions are the world’s way of volunteering God to do that which He has given them the power to do… if they had the 
faith and faithfulness to do so. This sermon of evangelism emphasis should say that the Lord is more than glad to answer our prayers for 
an increased faith. That being said, He still expects His unworthy servants to be faithful in doing their duty. And what is on the job 
description of our duties? Jesus tells us in Matt 28:19-20 (ESV): “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And (do it 
knowing:) behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

2.  The Team 
Hollywood loves to crank out movies which tell the story of a coach whose inspiration and wisdom transforms a group of ragtag losers 
into unstoppable winners. (e.g., Remember the Titans; The Miracle, Major League, Hoosiers, etc.) That is the story of our text. In our 
prayers for increased faith we ask the Lord to transform us. This He does by encouraging us to faithful practice of the work He has 
entrusted to us. By the Holy Spirit’s power, in our forgiving and our witnessing, the Lord wants His people to be a team which can turn 
the world upside down. 

3.  Who Is Going To Sochi?
The Winter Olympics are going to be held in Sochi, Russia, beginning on February 7, 2014. How many of the congregation are going to 
participate in those games? Why not? Although we have legs like figure skaters and arms like curlers, we have not been faithful and 
dedicated in our practice. To be good in anything calls for faithful practice. That is why Jesus encourages His people to do their duty 
and put our God-given faith into practice. And in what areas should we work out? Mulberry tree tossing? No, our job, our Christian life 
should show itself in our witness to His gracious salvation. 
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Illustrations
The pastor had been asked to define “Faithful Attendance at Worship,” and this was his reply: All that I ask is that we apply the same 
standards of faithfulness to our church activities that we would in other areas of our life. That doesn’t seem too much to ask. The church, 
after all, is concerned about faithfulness. Consider these examples: If your car started one out of three times, would you consider it 
faithful? If the paperboy skipped Monday and Thursdays, would they be missed? If you didn’t show up at work two or three times a 
month, would your boss call you faithful? If your refrigerator quit a day now and then, would you excuse it and say, “Oh, well, it works 
most of the time.” If your water heater greets you with cold water one or two mornings a week while you were in the shower, would it 
be faithful? If you miss a couple of mortgage payments in a year’s time, would your mortgage holder say, “Oh, well, ten out of twelve 
isn’t bad”? If you miss worship and attend meetings only often enough to show you’re interested but not often enough to get involved, 
are you faithful?

A shepherd once came to the city of Edinburgh from the country. He had his small obedient dog with him. While there, the man died 
and was buried. That little dog lay upon its master’s grave-not for a day, a week, or a month, but for 12 years. Every day at one o’clock a 
gun was fired in the castle of Edinburgh. When the gun was fired the dog would run to the local baker who gave it food and water. Then 
back to the grave it would go. This continued till the dog died 12 years later. That was faithfulness! A man threw a goose, which had 
been run over and crushed by a car, into an oil drum. For seven years the gander, that goose’s mate, never went more than ten feet 
away from that oil drum. That was faithfulness! George Mueller prayed for 52 years for a certain man to come to Christ. A pastor visited 
an elderly man 21 times before being admitted, but then he befriended the man and led him to Christ. That was faithfulness! A Welsh 
postman had the British Empire Medal conferred upon him by Queen Elizabeth; he had not missed a day’s service in 43 years. Paul 
Ehrlich, the chemist, performed 605 unsuccessful experiments; the 606th was a success! Thomas Edison made 18,000 experiments 
before he perfected the arc light. After experiencing 50 failures on another project he said, “I have found 50 ways it cannot be done!” 
That was faithfulness! During the Korean War a man buried himself in the muck and mud of a pig sty (except for his nose and mouth so 
he could breathe) for eight days and nights rather than betray his buddies and surrender to the enemy. That was faithfulness! Are you 
not glad that Jesus was faithful in dying for us and that He now lives and is faithful to care for us? God grant us grace to be faithful! 
--James S. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc, 1988) p. 87. 

There is a tiny harbor town on the ocean shore where many ships have crashed on the rocks in violent weather. This town became 
well-known because of a dedicated rescue team which aided mariners in distress. The rescue team would rally to the sound of the siren 
and rush to the scene of the accident, risking life and limb to save the sailors from drowning. As time went on, the citizens of that tiny 
town raised enough money to build a rescue station close to the shore. While this greatly facilitated the operation, it softened the 
dedicated team as well. As time went by they added some of the comforts and conveniences that other rescue stations had. Through 
the years the rescue station became a social club where the town’s people gathered to have fun and relax. Ships would still crash upon 
the rocks, the alarm would still sound, but eventually no one responded. They were reluctant to leave their comforts because their 
commitment to rescue the miserable mariners was no match for their complacency.

Lee Iacocca once asked legendary football coach Vince Lombardi what it took to make a winning team. The book Iacocca records 
Lombardi’s answer: “There are a lot of coaches with good ball clubs who know the fundamentals and have plenty of discipline but still 
don’t win the game. Then you come to the third ingredient: if you’re going to play together as a team, you’ve got to care for one 
another. You’ve got to love each other. Each player has to be thinking about the next guy and saying to himself: ‘If I don’t block that 
man, Paul is going to get his legs broken. I have to do my job well in order that he can do his.’ “The difference between mediocrity and 
greatness,” Lombardi said that night, “is the feeling these guys have for each other.” In the healthy church, each Christian learns to care 
for others. As we take seriously Jesus’ command to “love one another,” we contribute to a winning team.

Freedom and discipline have come to be regarded as mutually exclusive, when in fact freedom is not at all the opposite, but the final 
reward, of discipline. It is to be bought with a high price, not merely claimed. ... The [professional] skater and [race] horse are free to 
perform as they do only because they have been subjected to countless hours of grueling work, rigidly prescribed, faithfully carried out. 
Men are free to soar into space because they have willingly confined themselves in a tiny capsule designed and produced by highly 
trained scientists and craftsmen, have meticulously followed instructions and submitted themselves to rules which others defined. -- 
Elisabeth Elliot in All That Was Ever Ours. Christianity Today, Vol. 32, no. 16
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An old Glasgow professor named MacDonald who, along with a Scottish chaplain, had bailed out of an airplane behind German lines. 
They were put in a prison camp. A high wire fence separated the Americans from the British, and the Germans made it next to impossi-
ble for the two sides to communicate. MacDonald was put in the American barracks and the chaplain was housed with the Brits. Every 
day the two men would meet at the fence and exchange a greeting. Unknown to the guards, the Americans had a little homemade 
radio and were able to get news from the outside, something more precious than food in a prison camp. Every day, MacDonald would 
take a headline or two to the fence and share it with the chaplain in the ancient Gaelic language, indecipherable to the Germans. One 
day, news came over the little radio that the German High Command had surrendered and the war was over. MacDonald took the news 
to his friend, then stood and watched him disappear into the British barracks. A moment later, a roar of celebration came from the 
barracks. Life in that camp was transformed. Men walked around singing and shouting, waving at the guards, even laughing at the 
dogs. When the German guards finally heard the news three nights later, they fled into the dark, leaving the gates unlocked. The next 
morning, Brits and Americans walked out as free men. Yet they had truly been set free three days earlier by the news that the war was 
over. While Christ’s Kingdom is not fully achieved, we know the outcome of the battle. We too have been set free. Ray Bakke, Chicago, 
Illinois. Leadership, Vol. 19

And for you who already are walking in the Light, let me give you a word of encouragement. Years ago, after completing high school, a 
Christian girl got her first job. The first day of work showed her she was hardly ready to deal with the things she was encountering. The 
lurid language, the ungentle jokes, the cruel comments shocked her. Shaken, she returned home and told her parents she wasn’t going 
back. Before she had finished sharing her lament, her father interrupted, something he seldom did, and asked, “Honey, where do you 
put a light?” She stumbled in her presentation and then continued telling them about the stuff she had suffered. Dad asked again, 
“Where do you put a light?” Exasperated, she replied, “Dad, what does that have to do with what I’m saying? What do you mean? You 
put light where it’s dark.” “Good”, said her dad, and continued, “As a Christian you are to reflect the light of Jesus. You are to reflect 
His light into a dark place. Go to work tomorrow, and let His light be reflected to those folks in the darkness so they can see Jesus.

I’m a Chicago boy, so I tell it this way. Change it for where you are: A judge called a young lad into his chambers. He announced to the 
boy that he had to make a decision as to which parent was to receive custody of him. The judge said, “I believe I shall give you to your 
mother.” “Oh, no!” cried the boy. “Mother beats me.” “Then,” said the judge, “I shall give your father custody.” “Oh, no!” said the 
boy. “Father beats me, too.”  “Then who do you think I should give you to?” the judge asked the boy. “Give me to the Cubs,” said the 
boy, “They can’t beat anyone!” Teamwork!

Volunteered by God: Which takes me to the second thing I wanted to say to you. It’s actually a confession. Sometimes we Christians are 
just not very good at being living advertisements to the Savior. Years ago, a Christian baroness, living in the highlands of Nairobi, 
Kenya, hired a young national to be her houseboy. After three months he asked the baroness to give him a letter of reference. He 
wanted to go to work for a friendly sheik who lived some miles away. The baroness, not wishing the houseboy to leave just as he had 
learned the routine of the household, offered to increase his pay. The lad shared he was not moving on to receive a higher salary. When 
asked why he was moving, he shared that some time ago he had decided to become a Christian or a Muslim. It was that search which 
had brought him to work for the baroness. He wanted to see how Christians lived. Now he was going to work for someone who 
believed in Islam. After three months he would decide which faith to take. It goes without saying that the baroness, realizing she had 
been a living advertisement for Jesus, was embarrassed. She could only exclaim, ‘Why didn’t you tell me at the beginning!’”

Faith produced faithfulness: There is a big difference between power and authority. Let me explain. As a pastor, I drive a very sensible, 
and a very dependable Chevy. But when a friend offered me a ride in his souped up Corvette, I jumped at the opportunity. That 
machine was beautiful to look at, impressive to sit in. Riding a few inches off the ground, my friend put that contraption through its 
paces. In first gear, I was thrown back into the seat. In second gear, it felt like the “g” force was stretching my face, just like that of the 
astronauts during a blastoff. In third gear we blew by an eighteen-wheeler like he was standing still. It was fantastic. And then, doing 
around 1,000 million miles-an-hour, (I may be exaggerating there),we came up on a parked police vehicle. The ‘vette slowed down. The 
eighteen-wheeler slowed down. Everybody slowed down. And that’s the point. That ‘vette had power. That eighteen wheeler, with a full 
load and a big diesel engine, had power. But that parked police car, it had authority. 

Well, here I am, Lord. You said “Take up your cross,” and I’m here to do it. It’s not easy, you know, this self-denial thing. I mean to go 
through with it though, yes sir! I’ll bet you wish more people were willing to be disciples like me. I’ve counted the cost and surrendered 
my life, and it’s not an easy road. You mind if I look over these crosses? I’d kind of like a new one. I’m not fussy, you understand; but a 
disciple has to be relevant these days. I was wondering -- are there any that are vinyl padded? I’m thinking of attracting others, see? 
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And if I could show them a comfortable cross, I’m sure I could win a lot more. Got to keep up with the population explosion and all. 
And I need something durable so I can treasure it always. Oh, is there one that’s sort of flat so it would fit under my coat? One shouldn’t 
be too obvious. Funny, there doesn’t seem to be much choice here. Just that coarse, rough wood. I mean that would hurt. Don’t you 
have something more distinctive, Lord? I can tell you right now, none of my friends are going to be impressed by this shoddy workman-
ship. They’ll think I’m a nut or something. And my family will be just mortified. 

When do you eat leftovers? In our house, it’s usually on busy days when someone gets home late, there’s a piano lesson in the evening, 
somebody has an evening meeting, or only some of the family will be home for supper. Would you serve leftovers to an invited guest? 
Maybe, if it is only a school friend coming over for the evening, or a relative who stops by a lot--somebody you don’t consider really 
special. But would you serve leftovers to a special guest--like Jesus? If Jesus isn’t important enough to us, there’s a chance we’re going 
to serve him leftovers. 

By current standards of success, Jesus might be considered a failure. Let’s look at how Jesus measured up to these standards: Was he 
popular? No. He was not well-liked. In fact, after one of his sermons, all of his followers deserted him, except for the Twelve Apostles. 
Did he have political power? No. He was a political failure. All levels of government first rejected him. Then they conspired to kill him. 
Did he have lots of friends? No. His friends often hurt him, eventually abandoned him, and one of them betrayed him to death. Did he 
have money and possessions? No. No house, no “wheels”, no world headquarters, no Christian amusement park. Was he respected by 
his peers? No. His professional peers (Pharisees) rejected his work. Despite his apparent failure by these standards, Jesus Christ has 
changed the lives of millions of men and women across the centuries. How could he, in light of his failures? 
The true Christian never has to give up anything (of course I am not speaking of sins), but there are a lot of things that will give him up. 
They will go one by one. There will be no grief. It will be the way childish occupations are abandoned. I never had to give up playing 
with tops and marbles. I never had to come to the place where I said, “Oh I am a big boy now, and big boys shouldn’t play marbles. So 
I will make a great effort to give up playing marbles.” It did not happen that way. One day I was playing marbles with a group of small 
boys and some older boys came by. They looked at me and said, “Hey, kid, can you field a ball?” “Sure I can,” I replied with more vigor 
than accuracy. “Well,” they said, “we are short a fielder. Get out there and see what you can do.” I went out and was ready to play my 
head off to keep up with the older fellows. When it was my turn to bat I was ready to swing till I burst, and to run till I dropped, and do 
all that I could to keep up with the bigger company I was in. And when the game was over and we older boys, as I then classed myself, 
walked down the street past the little fellows who were playing marbles, I did not go back to marbles. I had graduated. I did not give up 
marbles, marbles gave me up. 
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Calendar Date:  13- October 2013    
Church Date:  Pentecost 21 - Propers23
The Texts: Ruth 1:1-19a; 2 Timothy 2:1-13; Luke 17:11-19

Calendar Date:  20- October 2013 
Church Date:  Pentecost 22 - Propers24 
The Texts:  Gen. 32:22-30; 2 Tim. 3:14-4:5; Luke 18:1-8

Calendar Date:  October 27, 2013
Church Date:  Pentecost 23 - Propers25 or Reformation Sunday 
The Texts:  Rev 14:6-7; Ro 3:19-28; Jn 8: 31-36; Mt. 11: 12-19 

Summary
Although this Sunday is Pentecost 23, believing most of our churches will have a Reformation emphasis, our message themes are 
centered on John 8 and the freedom which comes to those who know the Savior and His truth. Please note the power of the words 
freedom, Savior and truth. We live at a time when unbelievers question the validity and reality of all three. Even worse, there are many 
churches which seem dedicated to redefining the Savior, His Word and what it means to be free in Christ. Our evangelism sermon 
suggestions focus on the fact that Jesus is real, His truth can be trusted and the freedom He gives should be cherished and shared. 

The Text(s) For Evangelism Emphasis 
John 8:31-36 ESV [31] So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, [32] and you 
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” [33] They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved 
to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” [34] Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin 
is a slave to sin. [35] The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. [36] So if the Son sets you free, you will be 
free indeed.

Possible Sermon Titles and Explanations
1.  Freedom Can Be Frightening. 
You pass your driver’s test and can legally drive a car ANYWHERE. That kind of freedom is frightening. Move to a new community, go 
off to college, get your own home, enter the military, lose a friend or spouse and you are free to do many things. Once again, freedom 
is frightening. 500-years-ago Martin Luther came to know the freedom won by the Savior. He put aside the fear of persecution and 
martyrdom and shared God’s freedom with his law-loving church. Today you and I know we are free from the condemnation of sin. Will 
we share that freedom with a lost world or stay silent because we are afraid of their negative reaction? 

2.  Freedom To Do What?
Around the world there are American military graveyards filled with markers of men who died to keep us free. If those men could come 
back and see us today, many would say: “The freedom I have given you ought be more than a license to immorality and godlessness.” 
In Jerusalem there is the empty tomb of God’s Son Who gave His life to free us from the clutches of sin, the devil and death. Today the 
living Lord stands with us and says, “Luther took the freedom I gave him and shared My blood-bought truth with a misbelieving church. 
Will you not use that same freedom to share salvation with an unbelieving world?”  

3.  Real Truth Means Real Freedom.  
Do aborted babies feel anything? Was only one man responsible for Kennedy’s death? Is it evolution or creationism? Which toothpaste 
gives the whitest smile. Questions concerning things both profound and mundane have convinced 21st century humankind that all truth 
is relative. Luther’s, “Here I stand” is replaced by: “I kinda, sorta, maybe am of the opinion.” Still, Jesus fulfillment of the Old Testament 
prophecies; His miraculous works and history itself offer unassailable, undeniable proof that Jesus is the Christ. With this truth we are 
free to unapologetically share the salvation message with a damned and dying world. 
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Illustrations
Dr. Matthews, in his book about Madagascar, where he was for thirty years a missionary, describes this native custom: The prisoners 
were kept in chains, but they had to earn their own living, and were confined to prison only during the night. On the days, however, on 
which the Sovereign appeared they were not allowed to leave the prison; or if allowed out on these days, at noon, before the Sovereign 
as to appear, they all had to return to prison, were counted, and locked up. Why? Because if one of those criminals managed to secrete 
himself, and then emerge from his hiding place to gaze at and salute the Sovereign, as she passed, wearing her diadem and beautiful 
in the glory of her royal apparel, he was a free man. Whatever his crime had been, his chains were at once struck off, for he had looked 
on the Sovereign in her beauty and saluted her, and no one could do that and still remain a prisoner. --Rev. W. W. Landrum The applica-
tion here is that by having faith in Jesus the Sovereign, as He comes to us, the one who is condemned and bound by sin can be given 
instant freedom from the bondage of sin!

Years ago John Walker was the keeper of the light on the Robin’s Reef at Staten Island under the United States Government. There he 
lived happily in the faithful discharge of his duties for four years. He was then taken with severe pains and Catherine his wife sent to the 
shore for medical help. When this was forthcoming the physician ordered that John should be removed to a hospital at once. As he was 
being carried to the boat which was to bear him to the shore he called to his wife, as a parting direction, “Mind the light.” He was 
faithful to his trust to the end. The poor fellow never returned to the lighthouse. Catherine stayed on to “Mind the light,” and carried 
out the duties so well that she was appointed keeper. Then for more than thirty years she stayed in that lonely spot, caring for the 
warning beacon to keep mariners from damage on the cruel rocks. “Mind the light.” The words recall for us our duty and privilege as 
Christians. In the midst of a crooked and perverse generation we are set to “Shine a lights in the world.” --Gospel Herald

Years ago there was an NCAA cross-country championship held in Riverside, California, 123 of the 128 runners missed a turn. One 
competitor, Mike Delcavo, stayed on the 10,000-meter course and began waving for fellow runners to follow him. Delcavo was able to 
convince only four other runners to go with him. Asked what his competitors thought of his mid-race decision not to follow the crowd, 
Delcavo responded, “They thought it was funny that I went the right way.” Delcavo was one who ran correctly. In the same way, our goal 
is to run correctly--to finish the race marked out for us by Christ. We can rejoice over those who have courage to follow, ignoring the 
laughter of the crowd. “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the 
crown of righteousness ...” (2 Tim. 4:7-8).

English is a strange language. You would think that full of faith and faithful would be the same thing. They are not. They are related, but 
they are not the same thing. To be full of faith is to have faith. To be faithful is to keep the faith. It is being true to the trust placed in us 
by others and by God. Everybody appreciates the person who is faithful, who will never betray a trust and never fail to keep a commit-
ment. When we have not been faithful, it is because some doubt, however momentary or tentative, has crept in. -- Robert C. Shannon, 
1000 Windows, (Cincinnati, Ohio: Standard Publishing Company, 1997).

He’s Not LCMS, so he could try it: Anthony Campolo, sociology professor at Eastern Baptist College and popular speaker, told of his 
experience one year at a Women’s Conference where he was making a major address. At the point in the program when the women 
were being challenged with a several thousand dollar goal for their mission projects, the chairperson for the day turned to Dr. Campolo 
and asked him if he would pray for God’s blessing upon the women as they considered what they might do to achieve the goal. To her 
utter surprise, Dr. Campolo came to the podium and graciously declined her invitation. “You already have the resources necessary to 
complete this mission project right here within this room,” he continued. “It would be inappropriate to ask for God’s blessing, when 
God has already blessed you with abundance and the means to achieve this goal. The necessary gifts are in your hands. As soon as we 
take the offering and underwrite this mission project, we will thank God for freeing us to be the generous, responsible and accountable 
stewards that we are called to be as Christian disciples.” When the offering was taken, the mission challenge was oversubscribed, and 
Dr. Campolo led a joyous prayer of thanksgiving for God’s abundant blessings and for the faithful stewardship of God’s people.

According to a legend, a desert wanderer found a crystal spring of unsurpassed freshness. The water was so pure that he decided to 
bring some to his king. Barely satisfying his own thirst, he filled a leather bottle with the water and carried it many days beneath the 
desert sun before he reached the palace. When he finally laid his offering at the feet of his sovereign, the water had become stale 
because of the old container in which it had been stored. But the king would not let his faithful subject even imagine that it was unfit for 
use. He tasted it with expressions of gratitude and delight, and the loyal man went away with a heart filled with gladness. After he had 
gone, others sampled the water and expressed their surprise that the king had even pretended to enjoy it. “Ah,” said he, “it was not 
the water I tasted, but the love that prompted the offering.”
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During the civil war a young man by the name of John Hartman was missing after the battle. His old father asked permission to go out 
on the battle field and search for his son. During the afternoon he went among the dead and dying, but the search was in vain. Finally 
darkness came on, and he secured a lantern and continued the search. Toward midnight the wind arose and the lantern would not burn. 
He was perplexed, but he decided upon this plan: He would walk over the battle field and stop every few minutes and cry as loudly as 
possible, “John Hartman, thy father calleth thee.” Then he would listen, go a little farther, and call again. The storm grew more fierce 
but he continued his search, which seemed in vain. In the late hours of the night, off on one side, he faintly called again, “John Hart-
man, thy father calleth thee.” He listened. Amid the groans of the wounded he heard a faint voice, “Here I am father.” He had found 
him. While he was almost exhausted, he managed to get his son back to headquarters where attention could be given. He was faithful 
in attending him and finally he was well. Love is resourceful. Love holds on and will find a way. If we loved Jesus and souls more, I 
wonder if we would not rescue many more. By William Moses Tidwell, “Effective Illustrations.” 

Charles Colson and several other Christian leaders once met with President Borja of Ecuador to discuss Prison Fellowship International’s 
ministry in Ecuadorian penitentiaries. They had no sooner been seated in luxurious leather chairs when the President interrupted the 
conversation with the story of his own imprisonment years before being elected to the presidency. He had been involved in the struggle 
for democracy in Ecuador. The military cracked down, and he was arrested. Without trial, they threw him into a cold dungeon with no 
light and no window. For three days he endured the solitary fear and darkness that can drive a person mad. Just when the situation 
seemed unbearable, the huge steel door opened, and someone crept into the darkness. Borja heard the person working on something 
in the opposite corner. Then the figure crept out, closed the door, and disappeared. Minutes later the room suddenly blazed with light. 
Someone, perhaps taking his life into his hands, had connected electricity to the broken light fixture. “From that moment,” explained 
President Borja, “my imprisonment had meaning because at least I could see.” Even more important than the light we see with our 
eyes is the light that Christ brings to our hearts, giving our lives the understanding and meaning only he can give. -- Ronald W. Nikkel in 
Fresh Illustrations for Preaching & Teaching (Baker), from the editors of Leadership. Christianity promises to make men free; it never 
promises to make them independent. William Ralph Inge (1860-1954)

Freedom does not mean I am able to do whatever I want to do. That’s the worst kind of bondage. Freedom means I have been set free 
to become all that God wants me to be, to achieve all that God wants me to achieve, to enjoy all that God wants me to enjoy. Warren 
W. Wiersbe (1929- )

Freedom! A fine word when rightly understood. What freedom would you have? What is the freedom of the most free? To act rightly! 
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832)

Freedom is not free. If only Christians were as quick to act upon their responsibilities as they are quick to assert freedom. The tortures 
and agonies through which this generation is only the latest to go represent the inevitable judgment upon people and nations that 
refuse to live by the law of love.

I think Christians should stop blaming God for being absent when they themselves are not present. They should stop blaming God for 
all the ills of the world as if humanity had really been endlessly laboring to cure them. -- William Sloane Coffin, “The Good News About 
the Broken-hearted Christian Blues,” in U.S. Catholic (Aug. 1986). Christianity Today, Vol. 31, no. 4.

During a season of revival, a friend was praying one evening for a certain unconverted neighbor. After this manner he prayed: “O Lord, 
touch him with Thy finger, Lord!” The petition was repeated with great earnestness, when something said to him: “You are the finger of 
God. Have you ever touched your neighbor? Have you ever spoken a single word to him on the question of salvation? Go now and 
touch that man, and your prayer shall be answered.” It was a voice from the throne. God’s servant arose from his knees self-con-
demned. He had known the man to be impenitent for a quarter of a century, yet he had uttered not a word of warning. Hundreds of 
opportunities had come and gone, but the supreme question of life had been set aside for such topics as “the weather,” “the latest 
news,” “politics,” “trade,” etc. His first duty as a Christian had been left undone. 

Some years ago in Northwestern University, near Chicago, a rescue crew was organized. Their purpose was the rescue of the drowning 
on the lake. One day the news came that a magnificent vessel was wrecked just off the shore. The young men hurried at once to the 
scene of the disaster, and plunged into the angry waters to rescue those who were going down. Soon they all returned, but one. Finally 
he came in bringing one man with him. Immediately he returned, and soon brought another, and then another, and so on until he had 
rescued ten.               
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During this time his mates had built a fire and were warming themselves, all the time trying to persuade the young hero against his 
conviction of duty. By the time he had brought the tenth man he was completely exhausted, and had to rest for a while. Regaining 
sufficient strength, he again plunged into the water and brought another man. Now he was completely overcome. During the night he 
died from exposure. It was a sad scene. While friends stood around weeping, and his fellow students were regretting that they had not 
forced him to do as they had, he called one of them to his bedside, and said in a low subdued tone, just before he died: “Did I do my 
best?” Instantly his friend said: “Yes, I should think you did do your best. You saved eleven, but you have lost your life.” “But,” said he, 
“did I do my best, my dead level best?” “Yes, you did your dead level best.” Then a smile seemed to come over his face as if to say: 
“Then I am satisfied to die.” 

The story has been told of a soldier who was missed amid the bustle of a battle, and no one knew what had become of him, but it was 
known that he was not in the ranks. As soon as opportunity offered, his officer went in search of him, and to his surprise, found that the 
man, during the battle, had been amusing himself in a flower garden. When it was demanded what he did there, he excused himself by 
saying, “Sir, I am doing no harm.” But he was tried, convicted and shot! What a sad but true picture this is of many, who waste their 
time and neglect their duty, and who can give no better answer than, “Lord, I am doing no harm.” --Topical Illustrations

A great battle had been fought, and the French under Napoleon seemed to have the advantage. That night, as his troops were weary, 
Napoleon did not order any further attacks, so that his men might be fresh for the battle that was sure to be resumed on the next day. 
But Napoleon could not sleep, and walked down the line where sentinels were posted. After a while he came on one fast asleep, a 
crime for which death was the penalty. But the emperor knew the long hours the man had fought without sleep the previous night, and 
his heart was touched with pity. Lifting the fallen gun of the sentinel, he paced the beat in the place of the sentinel till day dawned. 
During the night several times the officer came along to inspect the sentinels, but paid no attention to the sleeping man on the ground, 
for he saw a sentinel on the watch, and supposed it was the man to whom the duty was assigned. In the morning the man awakened, 
and in terror saw the emperor, realizing that the death penalty could be imposed. But Napoleon handed the sentry his gun and said, 
“You have no need to fear, for I took your place.” (“Choice Illus.” W.W. Clay pg. 28-29)

It is important when facing opposition to have sense that you are making progress. Do you know what Christopher Columbus wrote in 
his diary, on his way to a New World, not yet discovered? Bear in mind, he faced mutiny, many of his men wanted to turn around, and he 
was in trouble most of the trip. And every day on his log the last entry that he would write was: “Today we moved WESTWARD!” So in 
this New Year, keep moving out for God and look for progress along the way. 

The folly of human nature is neatly summed up by the case of the middle-aged school teacher who invested her life savings in a 
business enterprise which had been elaborately explained to her by a swindler. When her investment disappeared and the wonderful 
dream was shattered, she went to the office of the Better Business Bureau. “Why on earth,” they asked, “didn’t you come to us first? 
Didn’t you know about the Better Business Bureau?” “Oh, yes,” said the lady sadly, “I’ve always known about you. But I didn’t come 
because I was afraid you’d tell me not to do it.” 

Well-known Broadway producer Jed Harris once became convinced he was losing his hearing. He visited a specialist, who pulled out a 
gold watch and asked “Can you hear this ticking?” “Of course,” Harris replied. The specialist walked to the door and asked the 
question again. Harris concentrated and said, “Yes, I can hear it clearly.” Then the doctor walked into the next room and repeated the 
question a third time. A third time Harris said he could hear the ticking. “Mr. Harris,” the doctor concluded, “there is nothing wrong 
with your hearing. You just don’t listen.” 
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Calendar Date:  3- November 2013 
Church Date: Pentecost 24 - Propers26
The Texts: Is 1:10-18; 2 Thess 1:1-5 (6-10) 11-12; Luke 19:1-10

Calendar Date: 3-November  2013
Church Date: All Saints
The Texts: Revelation 7:(2-8) 9-17; 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12

Summary
Imagine for a minute you and your congregation were standing with John in this revelation of things to come. Look around at this 
innumerable multitude which is made up of peoples from all around the world. Now let me ask, “Are your friends, family members, 
coworkers anywhere to be seen in this crowd?” While All Saints Day looks to the past and gives thanks for the souls which have left the 
Kingdom of Grace and been taken to the Kingdom of Glory, it also looks to the future and asks, “How can the Holy Spirit use us to 
increase the multitude; how can we share the Savior with those around us so their robes will also be washed of their sins and given 
white robes?”

The Text(s) For Evangelism Emphasis
Revelation7:9-17 (ESV) - After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes 
and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their 
hands,10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”11 And all the 
angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the 
throne and worshiped God,12  saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to 
our God forever and ever! Amen.”13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from 
where have they come?”14 I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.15 “Therefore they are before the throne of God, and 
serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 16  They shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their 
shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

Possible Sermon Titles and Explanations
1.  Has Anyone Seen…? 
Did you ever go to a large event and lose track of one of your children? How did you feel? Did you ever seen a story on the evening 
news which featured the story of hundreds of people scouring the country side for a lost child or an elderly individual who went 
wandering? Have you ever seen the pain of a parent whose child has been abducted. What would they not do or give to have their 
family restored? Scripture tells us how God sacrificed His Son so His sinful children might be forgiven and restored. This evangelism 
centered message asks, “What are we willing to do to make sure those nearest to us will be in that great crowd?” On a Sunday we give 
thanks for those who have been saved, we also ask God to bless us as we reach out to those around us who are not. 

2. No More Tears. 
“No More Tears” That is the advertising slogan for a Johnson & Johnson baby shampoo. Unfortunately neither that product, nor the 
kiss of a loving mother can promise a life without tears. From first-hand experience we all know that tears are part of life for anyone who 
lives in a sinful world. All of which explains why the revelation given to John is such a blessing to believers. On All Saints Sunday we give 
thanks that the Savior has rescued so many from the tragedy and tears of this earth, but we also pray even more may join that throng 
where the hurts and horrors of this world are banished. Today is a good day to rededicate ourselves to sharing the Savior with those 
around us in the desire that their eternity will be spent in that place where, because of Jesus, there are no more tears.

3. Those Who Have And Those Who Don’t. 
The story of Robin Hood and any political contest from the last 100 years have this in common: they both recognize and want to fix the 
great gap which separates those who are rich from those who are poor. They aren’t the only ones. Most of us have had our heart-strings 
plucked by photos and video of homeless refugees and impoverished children. Remembering Jesus said we would always have the 
poor with us, it appears that this inequity is inescapable when you live in a sinful world. Thankfully Christians know that Jesus will 
homelessness, hunger, thirst and tears are a thing of the past. 
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Because we will have everything a gracious God can give no longer will the rich get richer and the poor get poorer. On All Saints 
Sunday we rejoice for those who have already been taken to that place. But our evangelism emphasis encourages us to make sure that, 
in Jesus, all those we know are in heaven and not in hell where the poor can’t get any poorer. 

Illustrations
A fellow bumped into his old friend whom he hadn’t seen in many years. He asked, “How’s your wife?” He replied, “She’s in heaven.” 
Without thinking, he responded, “Oh, I’m sorry.” Then, realizing that was not the best phrase to use, he said, “I mean, I’m glad -- well, 
what I really mean is, I’m surprised.”

FEEL FREE TO CHANGE TO YOUR LOCATION IF YOU USE THIS STORY - Dr. George Sweeting, President of Moody Bible Institute in 
Chicago, tells of the day he noticed an unusual combination of bumper stickers on the car of a man who was visiting the school. The 
coincidental message conveyed by the two stickers prompted Dr. Sweeting to suggest to the unsuspecting visitor that he might want to 
remove one of them. One read: JESUS IS COMING! and the other: ESCAPE TO WISCONSIN. -- Dr. George Sweeting, President of 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, IL. Christian Reader, “Lite Fare.”

A young seminary graduate accepted his first pastorate, a small, mountain church. Excited about his calling and wanting to win to the 
Lord everyone on the mountain, he evangelized door-to-door. He stopped at one house and was greeted by the farmer. The preacher 
asked, “Are you a Christian?” The farmer replied, “No, I believe they live down the road.” “No! No!” exclaimed the young pastor, 
“What I want to know is, Are you lost?” The farmer replied, “Why, no, I’ve lived here of 40 years.” In desperation, the young pastor 
asked, “What I want to know is are you ready for the judgment day?” “When is it?” asked the farmer. “I don’t know,” explained the 
pastor. “It could be today or tomorrow.” “Well,” replied the farmer, “come back when you find out. My wife will probably want to go 
both days.” 

Officer Peter O’Hanlon was patrolling on night duty in northern England some years ago when he heard a quivering sob. Turning in the 
direction that it came from, he saw in the shadows a little boy sitting on a doorstep. With tears rolling down his cheeks, the child 
whimpered, “I’m lost. Take me home.” The policeman began naming street after street, trying to help him remember where he lived. 
When that failed, he repeated the names of the shops and hotels in the area, but all without success. Then he remembered that in the 
center of the city was a well-known church with a large white cross towering high above the surrounding landscape. He pointed to it 
and said, “Do you live anywhere near that?” The boy’s face immediately brightened. “Yes, take me to the cross. I can find my way home 
from there!” 

Some years ago at the opening of a disarmament conference, in the midst of a speech of King George of England, someone, tripped 
over the wires of the Columbia Broadcasting Company, tearing them loose and interrupting service. The chief operator quickly grasped 
the loose wires in his bare hands, holding them in contact, and for 20 minutes the current passed through him while repairs were being 
made. His hands were slightly burned, but through them the words of the king passed on to millions of listeners, and were heard 
distinctly. Without his courage and endurance, the king’s message would have failed to reach its destination. Jesus Christ, the King of 
Kings, has chosen to send His message of salvation to a lost and dying world through human means. Whatever the cost, the message 
must reach those who have never heard. Every faithful Christian who is willing is a human instrument through whom the King’s voice is 
reaching the lost with a message of deliverance, freedom and peace (vastly more important than the message from London

Ever since the close of the Second World War Japanese volunteers have been searching the island of Saipan for the bodies of soldiers 
killed there. Of the 40,000 to 50,000 Japanese soldiers and dependents believed to have died there more than 30 years ago, only about 
half have been found. Because of that, there will be missions in the future looking for the dead. The Church, too, has a mission for the 
dead. Men and women are “dead” in trespasses and sins, and the Church must seek them out and proclaim life in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Then, like the bones of Ezekiel’s vision, these dead shall live. 

A little boy, caught in mischief, was asked by his mother: “How do you expect to get into heaven?” He thought a minute and then said: 
“Well, I’ll just run in and out and in and keep slamming the door until they say, ‘For goodness sake, come in or stay out.’ Then I’ll go in.” 

When David Brainerd was among the American Indians, he stopped at a place where he offered to instruct them in Christianity. He was 
met by the retort, “Why should you desire the Indians to become Christians, seeing that the Christians are so much worse than the 
Indians? The Christians lie, steal, and drink worse than the Indians. They first taught the Indians to be drunk. 
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They steal to so great a degree, that their rulers are obliged to hang them for it; and even that is not enough to deter others from the 
practice. We will not consent, therefore, to become Christians, lest we should be as bad as they. We will live as our fathers lived, and go 
where our fathers are, when we die.” By no influence could he change their decision. 

There is a high school teacher in Los Angeles who had a unique way of stimulating her students to think. From time to time she would 
write brief messages on the chalkboard that were completely unrelated to the studies in which the students were involved. One 
morning, when the students entered the room, they found the number 25,550 written on the board. One pupil finally raised his hand 
and asked the instructor why that particular number was there. She explained that 25,550 represented the number of days in the life of 
a person who lives to be 70 years of age. The teacher wanted to impress her pupils with life’s brevity. Reduced to a number of days 
rather than years, the span of our life on earth didn’t sound nearly as long to them. 

Bucharest -- A Romanian woman fainted recently when she opened her front door and found her husband standing there. The Roma-
nian weekly Tinerama says it all started when a man named Neagu choked on a fish bone, stopped breathing and collapsed. The family 
doctor, knowing Neagu’s heart condition, didn’t think twice about proclaiming the 71-year-old dead of a heart attack. But three days 
later, grave-diggers at the cemetery heard someone knock on wood. They opened Neagu’s coffin to find him surrounded by wilted 
flowers but very much alive. When Neagu arrived home his wife, fearing he was a ghost, barred him from spending nights at home. It 
took Neagu three weeks to convince the authorities to cancel his death certificate from their registers. 

You don’t go look at where it happened,” said Scott Goodyear, speaking of race-car drivers who have been killed in crashes at the 
Indianapolis 500. “You don’t watch the films of it on television. You don’t deal with it. You pretend it never happened.” The Speedway 
operation itself encourages this approach. As soon as the track closes the day of an accident, a crew heads out to paint over the spot 
where the car hit the wall. Through the years, a driver has never been pronounced dead at the race track. A trip to the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway Racing Museum, located inside the 2.5-mile oval, has no memorial to the 40 drivers who have lost their lives here. 
Nowhere is there even a mention. 
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Calendar Date: 10- November 2013    
Church Date: Pentecost 25 - Propers27
The Texts: Exodus 3:1-15; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-8, 13-17; Luke 20:27-40

Calendar Date:  17- November 2013           
Church Date:  Pentecost 26 - Propers28
The Texts  Mal 4:1-6; 2 Thess 3:1-5 (6-13); Luke 21:5-28 (29-36)

Summary
As we are coming to the end of the Church Year it is not surprising that our texts are concerned about the last times Indeed, all of 
today’s texts share the same major theme which says: “Believers, we’re in the final stretch of time, so don’t give up now.” That’s good 
advice. It is the extended Epistle lesson which takes that good advice further and adds: “Pray… that the word may speed ahead and be 
honored.” Those words are of special significance for us who are living in a place and time where the devil, the world and the flesh are 
working hard at shutting down our proclamation and stopping the Savior’s story of salvation. 

Texts (s) For Evangelism Emphasis 
2 Thessalonians 3:1-5 ESV [1] Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as happened 
among you, [2] and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men. For not all have faith. [3] But the Lord is faithful. He will establish 
you and guard you against the evil one. [4] And we have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are doing and will do the things that 
we command. [5] May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ. 

Possible Sermon Titles and Explanations
1.  Deliver Us From Evil. 
In the Lord’s Prayer our Savior taught us to pray we be delivered from evil. I wonder when our parishioners say that prayer, what are the 
evils which they have in mind? Do they want to be delivered from illness, or loneliness, the fear of poverty or the multiple evils of 
growing older? Among our evils do they list terrorism or a child who has wandered far from what he has been taught? Are we afraid of 
dying or just the way in which we might die? Jesus’ statement: “Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.” (Matt 6:34 ESV) acknowledges 
that the world is full of evil. Still, there is no evil which is more to be feared than meeting our end, either individually or globally, without 
having Jesus as our Savior. Thankfully the Holy Spirit removes that fear by keeping us in the faith. But what about the millions who do 
not know Jesus; the great throng which is unsure of what happens after death; those who are close to us facing death all alone? God 
grant He use us to deliver them from evil.  

2.  The Clock Stopped. 
Do you know why a “Grandfather clock” is called a “Grandfather clock”? Nope, you’re wrong. It is because of the song “Grandfather’s 
Clock” written in 1876 by Henry Work. The song tells of how a clock which is purchased on the day a grandpa was born worked fine for 
90-years. Before the old man dies the clock rings an alarm and when he dies, the clock stops, never to work again. Although we may not 
have such a clock, nobody can disagree: time is running out for all of us. Before that time comes most of us, consciously or “un”, have 
created a “bucket list.” That list changes radically from individual to individual, but one thing needful ought to be on everyone’s bucket 
list: holding fast to faith in the Savior. Those who, by the Holy Spirit’s power are doing that, ought to give thanks. But this evangelism 
emphasis sermon adds that we ought to tell others about Jesus’ redemption while there is time… or, if you prefer, before their ‘clock 
stops, never to run again.’

3.  Things You Can Do Without. 
Minimalists are folks who work at living a happy life without things. Minimalists stand in contrast to the folks of the Great Depression. 
Many of those GD survivors have assured me, “Back then we didn’t have anything, but we didn’t feel sorry for ourselves because 
nobody had anything.” Today’s enthusiastic minimalists see if they can live with a maximum of 50 or 100 things. (Ask your people if they 
could live without a microwave, a cell phone, a computer, TV, hot showers, etc.) Today’s epistle says: “Not all have faith.” That’s tragic. 
It’s tragic because faith in Jesus as Savior is the one and only answer to the question, “How can I be forgiven?” You see, their problem. 
The end is coming and we are condemned by sin. Only through the Savior’s blood-bought salvation is there freedom from damnation. 
Now it may not be our duty to make sure there is a “chicken in every pot” and a “car in every garage”, but it is our duty to share with 
those who are lost the one thing they most certainly need: Jesus, their Savior.  
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Illustrations
Colonel Davenport was the Speaker of the Connecticut House of Representatives, when, one day in 1789, the sky of Hartford darkened 
ominously, and some of the representatives, glancing out the windows, feared the end was at hand. Quelling a clamor for immediate 
adjournment, Davenport rose and said, “The Day of Judgment is either approaching or it is not. If it is not, there is no cause for 
adjournment. If it is, I choose to be found doing my duty. Therefore, I wish that candles be brought.” Rather than fearing what is to 
come, we are to be faithful till Christ returns. Instead of fearing the dark, we’re to be lights as we watch and wait. -- Henry Heintz, Troy, 
New York. Leadership, Vol. 5, no. 2.

A man once stood on a soap-box at Hyde Park Corner, pouring scorn on Christianity. “People tell me that God exists; but I can’t see 
Him. People tell me that there is a life after death; but I can’t see it. People tell me that there is a judgment to come; but I can’t see it. 
People tell me that there is a heaven and a hell; but I can’t see them.” He won cheap applause and climbed down from his “pulpit.” 
Another struggled on to the soap-box. “People tell me that there is green grass all around, but I can’t see it. People tell me that there is 
blue sky above, but I can’t see it. People tell me that there are trees nearby, but I can’t see them. You see, I’m blind. - David Watson MY 
GOD IS REAL p79-80 

A minister was preaching about the Day of Judgment. He roared from the pulpit, “There will be wars, and famines, and earthquakes! 
The sun shall be darkened, and the stars will fall from the sky!” Wide-eyed, a little boy in the congregation tugged at his mother’s 
sleeve. “Mom,” he whispered, “will I get out of SCHOOL?”

Many think the Christian religion has run its course, and that the gloom of Good Friday is now settling over the long history of the 
church. But they are wrong. The reality of the resurrection cannot so easily be undone. In truth, it is the world of unbelievers that 
remains on notice of judgment. -- Carl F. H. Henry in Carl Henry at His Best. Christianity Today, Vol. 38, no. 4.

At the day of judgment we shall not be asked what we have read but what we have done. Thomas A Kempis (C. 1380-1471)

Martin Luther had a dream in which he stood on the day of judgment before God Himself--and Satan was there to accuse him. 
When Satan opened his books full of accusations, he pointed to transgression after transgression of which Luther was guilty. As the 
proceedings went on, Luther’s heart sunk in despair. Then he remembered the cross of Christ--and turning upon Satan, he said, “There 
is one entry which you have not made, Satan.” The Devil retorted, “What is that?” And Luther answered, “It is this--the blood of Jesus 
Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sins.”

An eloquent preacher delivered a sermon on the terrors of the last judgment. The audience groaned, wept, and cried as if they were at 
this fearful occasion and their doom were being meted out to them. In the height of their emotion the minister admonished them to be 
quiet, to dry their tears, and to cease their crying, as he was about to tell them something more astonishing than anything they had 
heard. Silence being obtained, he very solemnly said, “In a quarter of an hour from this time the emotions which you have just now 
shown will be gone, and you will return to your business and sinful pleasure. The remembrance of all these solemn truths will be gone, 
and you will treat it all just as if you had heard some idle tale.” William Moses Tidwell, “Pointed Illustrations.” 

Sunday night, October 8, 1871, D. L. Moody preached to the largest congregation that he had yet addressed in Chicago. His text was: 
“What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ?” Matt 27:22 At the close of the sermon, he said, “I wish you would take this text 
home with you and turn it over in your minds during the week, and next Sabbath we will come to Calvary and the Cross and we will 
decide what to do with Jesus of Nazareth. Then Sankey began to sing the hymn:

Today the Savior calls; For refuge fly; The storm of justice falls, And death is nigh.

But the hymn was never finished, for while Sankey was singing there was the rush and roar of fire engines on the street outside, and 
before morning Chicago lay in ashes. Moody, to his dying day, was full of regret that he had told that congregation to come next 
Sabbath and decide what to do with Jesus. “I have never since dared,” he said, “to give an audience a week to think of their salvation. 
If they were lost, they might rise up in judgment against me. I have never seen that congregation since.” “I will never meet those 
people until I meet them in another world. But I want to tell you of one lesson that I learned that night, which I have never forgotten, 
and that is--when I preach, to press Christ upon the people then and there, and try to bring them to a decision on the spot. I would 
rather have that right hand cut off than to give an audience a week now to decide what to do with Jesus.” –McCartney
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During the American Revolutionary War there was, living in Pennsylvania, Peter Miller, the pastor of a little Baptist church. Near the 
church, lived a man who secured an unenviable notoriety by his abuse of Miller and the Baptists. He also became guilty of treason and 
was sentenced to death. No sooner was the sentence pronounced, than Peter Miller set out on foot to visit George Washington at 
Philadelphia to intercede for the man’s life. Washington told Miller that his plea for his friend could not be granted. “My friend!” 
exclaimed Miller, “I have not a worse enemy living than that man!” “What?” rejoined Washington, “you have walked sixty miles to save 
the life of your enemy? That, in my judgment, puts the matter in different light. I will grant you his pardon.” The pardon was made out 
and Miller at once proceeded on foot to a place fifteen miles distant where the execution was to take place on the afternoon of the 
same day. He arrived just as the man was being carried to the scaffold, who, seeing Miller in the crowd, remarked: “There is old Peter 
Miller. He has walked all the way from Ephrata to have his revenge gratified today by seeing me hung.” These words were scarcely 
spoken before Miller gave him his pardon and his life was spared. Even thus, guilty, condemned men often wrongly judge the approach 
of Christ to their imperiled souls. He comes now not to delight in their just punishment, but to offer them a timely, and total, pardon--
one that He has obtained for us all at great cost to Himself, and one which is completely undeserved, yet extended to us through His 
forgiving love. 

The preacher was driving 70 miles an hour down one of those long, straight stretches of West Texas highway one hot afternoon. No 
other cars were in sight, but up ahead he saw the form of a large bird bending over and tearing flesh from a run over rabbit. As he got 
closer, a huge hawk straightened up defiantly and looked directly into the headlights. Instead of taking flight as these birds normally do, 
the giant hawk spread his wings, almost blocking the road, and challenged the speeding car. Its body made a “whump” sound as the 
car hit it, and the proud bird was instantly dead. Neither the run over rabbit nor its pride were any good to it then. On another occasion 
in East Texas, the same man was again driving 70 down a highway when he saw the small rounded form of a turtle making a slow 
journey across his path. He remembered the giant hawk, and thought of what a 4,000 pound car would do to an eight-ounce turtle. 
The turtle looked up and saw the car coming. He didn’t run; he didn’t dodge out of the way, nor did he challenge the car. He stopped 
and pulled all four legs and his head into his shell. The car missed the motionless turtle that rested confidently in his shell. The proud 
hawk and the deluded turtle are like two kinds of people ignoring the speeding advance of death and judgment: one is proud and 
defies the claims of Christ on his or her life; the other pulls into his or her own self-righteous shell.

Vance Havner, a Baptist evangelist, related the story of an elderly lady who was greatly disturbed by her many troubles both real and 
imaginary. Finally she was told in a kindly way by her family, “Grandma, we’ve done all we can do for you. You’ll just have to trust God 
for the rest.” A look of utter despair spread over her face as she replied, “Oh, dear, has it come to that?” Havner commented, “It always 
comes to that, so we might as well begin with that!” 

Four hitchhiking men in Jakarta were seriously injured recently when they jumped from a speeding truck that was carrying a casket 
during a rainstorm after seeing a hand emerge from the casket. The driver had neglected to tell the men that his assistant was taking a 
nap in the empty casket. He had stuck his hand out to see if it was still raining.

The Ultimate Answer For Those Who Don’t Worship - Don’t wait until the hearse hauls you to church. If you do: 1. You will go, regard-
less of the weather. 2. You will go, regardless of the condition of your body. 3. There will be beautiful flowers there, but you won’t enjoy 
them. 4. You will go, regardless of how your family feels. 5. The minister may say many good things, but they will do you no good. 6. 
There will be beautiful music, but you won’t hear it. 7. There will be heartfelt prayers, but they will not touch your heart. 8. There will be 
friends and relatives there, but you won’t worship with them. 9. You will go, no matter how many hypocrites are there. 10. You will go, no 
matter how much you are needed at home or work. 11. You will receive no blessing from the service. 12. You won’t feel concerned 
about your clothes. 13. You will never have to decide about attending church again. 

A minister a short time ago made a very infelicitous mistake at a funeral occasion. The remains of the departed one were lying in the 
casket before the pulpit, and in the course of his funeral sermon the minister, leaning over the pulpit with solemn countenance said: 
“This corpse has been a member of my church for ten years.” 

Can you do without a good road? There is a story to the effect that a certain society in South Africa once wrote to David Livingstone, 
“Have you found a good road to where you are? If so, we want to send other men to join you.” Livingstone replied, “If you have men 
who will come ONLY if they know there is a good road, I don’t want them.” 
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Calendar Date:  24- November 2013  
Church Date:  Last Sunday after Pentecost - Propers29
The Texts:  Malachi 3:13-18; Colossians 1:13-20; Luke 23:27-43

Calendar Date:  Thanksgiving  28- November 2013      
Church Date:  Thanksgiving Day 
The Texts:  Deuteronomy 8:1-10; Philippians 4:6-20; Luke 17:11-19

CHURCH YEAR “LSB” SERIES A : 2013- 2014

Calendar Date: 1- December 2013                                                                           
Church Date: First Sunday in Advent
The Texts: Is. 2:1-5; Ro. 13:(8-10) 11-14; Matt. 21:1-11; Matt. 24:36-44

Summary
Today is the first Sunday in the Church Year, the first Sunday in Advent. Traditionally this is a time for repentance, renewal, and 
rededication. Because of our transgressions the promised Savior, the Son of David, comes. His job is to offer Himself and pay the price 
which will free humankind from the death grip of sin, Satan, and grave. So that we might welcome Him properly, we repent of the past 
and give thanks for the future which He brings. 

The Text(s) For Evangelism Emphasis’ 
Both of today’s Gospel lessons both lend themselves to Evangelism. 
MATTHEW 21:1-11 - The first text, from Matthew 21, records Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. We note that on that day, just as in 
our time, there are two crowds. The first crowd, which surrounds the Savior, represents the church in every age. With joy we acknowl-
edge Him as David’s Son; the One who is coming in the Lord’s Name to save us. But there was another crowd that day. That crowd was 
composed of those who were uneducated, the skeptics, the non-believers, the lost. Looking at the spectacle which was taking place 
before them, they inquired, “Who is this Fellow?” That is the all important question. Today there are many answers being put forth, 
including that of Islam which echoes the Palm Sunday answer: “He is the prophet from Nazareth.” It is the duty, purpose, and goal of 
the church to supply God’s answer to that question: “Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.” 
Matthew 24:36-44 - Today’s alternate Gospel lesson, from Matthew 24 is a more traditional lesson for Advent as it encourages people to 
be ready for the unknown hour of Jesus’ Judgment Day return. Although there should be many differences between the preparedness 
level of God’s people and that of the unbelieving world, in our age that differentiation has often become blurred. A sermon based on 
this text could easily ask, “On Judgment Day how will the Lord distinguish between an unbeliever and the nominal believer when they 
both don’t attend church; don’t support the work of the church; don’t receive Communion, don’t ever share the Savior.” That being 
said, the preacher may well use this day to lead the congregation in a resolution to increase preparedness both inside and outside 
the church. 

Possible Sermon Titles And Explanations
Matthew 21 

1. The Savior, the Servants, the Sinners 
Because of sin, all humanity is condemned and lost. Because of the Savior sinners can become saved servants in the kingdom. 

2. If Jesus Came Riding Into Our Town
When Jesus rode into Jerusalem, He was coming to be sacrificed so we might be saved from our sin. When He arrives in our communi-
ty, He will be our Judge. Back then, or now, we want to do all we can to minimize the number of people who in ignorance and unbelief 
ask, ‘Who is this?” 
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3. Who Is That Masked Man?
At the end of every episode in the Lone Ranger television series, people wanted to know the identity of their benefactor. Their curiosity 
was motivated because he had, in their eyes, been transformed from bad man to good guy. Today people want to know “Who is 
Jesus?” In contrast to what the world thinks about Jesus, the church must say, “He is God’s perfect Son, our crucified and risen 
Redeemer.” 

Matthew 24: 36-44 
1. None Too Soon For Me -
People who are healthy don’t mind going to their physician. People who have strong teeth don’t mind going to the dentist and people 
who are prepared don’t mind taking the test. BUT… how does a person feel when he isn’t healthy, strong, or prepared? Jesus’ unknown 
Judgment Day return will be perceived the same way. What needs to be done so everyone may say, “Jesus return? It can come none 
too soon for me.”

2. Ready or Not, Here I Come
Thousands of years ago the Lord sent Noah to call humanity to repentance. They didn’t listen to God’s warning and they died in the 
flood which followed. Today the Lord has told His church to call sinners to repentance and salvation through the Savior. Like Noah we 
need to be faithful in that proclamation so, if they are swept away, it is their fault, not ours. 

3. Santa Claus The Savior Is Coming To Town 
While the world is preparing for the arrival of Santa, the Christian community is readying their hearts for the Savior’s return. Like Santa, 
Jesus has a naughty-nice list. The great difference is, without Jesus, everybody is on the naughty list which leads to eternal damnation. 
It is the duty of the church to tell people how they can be moved form one list to the other. 

Illustrations
A mother once came to President Lincoln seeking the pardon of her son, under sentence of death. The result of her pleading was 
that Lincoln issued a pardon. After leaving him, as she passed through a corridor, she exclaimed to Thaddeus Stevens, who accompa-
nied her, “I knew it was a lie!” Stevens asked: “What do you refer to?” She replied with vehemence, “Why, they told me he was an 
ugly- looking man, but he is the handsomest man I ever saw in my life.” -- Historical Lights, Little 

Writers H.G. Wells and George Bernard Shaw were brilliant men, yet they rejected the message of Scripture.  They placed their trust
in their own systems of belief which were based on human reason.  Yet they could not find lasting inner peace and they slowly lost confi-
dence in what they believed.  Wells’ final literary work, for example, has been aptly called “a scream of despair.”  And shortly before 
Shaw died in 1950, he wrote, “The science to which I pinned my faith is bankrupt.  Its counsels, which should have established the 
millennium, have led directly to the suicide of Europe.  I believed them once.  In their name I helped to destroy the faith of millions. 
And now they look at me and witness the great tragedy of an atheist who has lost his faith.” 

Some basic beliefs of Humanism: 
•  Denies the deity of God, the inspiration of the Bible, and the divinity of Jesus Christ. 
•  Denies the existence of the soul, life after death, salvation and heaven, damnation and hell. 
•  Denies the biblical account of creation. 
•  Believes that there are no absolutes, no right, no wrong -- that moral values are self-determined and situational. 
 Do your own thing, “as long as it does not harm anyone else.” 
•  Believes in removal of distinctive roles of male and female. 
•  Believes in sexual freedom between consenting individuals, regardless of age, including premarital sex, homosexuality, 

lesbianism, and incest. 
•  Believes in the right to abortion, euthanasia, and suicide. 
•  Believes in equal distribution of wealth to reduce poverty and bring about equality. 
•  Believes in control of the environment, control of energy and its limitation. 
•  Believes in removal of patriotism and the free enterprise system, disarmament, and the creation of a one-world government.
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J. I. Packer said, “Certainty about the great issues of the Christian faith and conduct is lacking all along the line.  The outside observer 
sees us staggering on from gimmick to gimmick and stunt to stunt like so many drunks in a fog, not knowing at all where we are or 
which way we should be going.  Preaching is hazy; heads are muddled; hearts fret; doubts drain strength; uncertainty paralyzes action....  
Unlike the first Christians who in three centuries won the Roman world, and those later Christians who pioneered the Reformation, and 
the Puritan awakening, and the Evangelical revival, and the great missionary movement of the last century, we lack certainty.  Why is 
this?  We blame the external pressures of modern secularism, but this is like Eve blaming the serpent.  The real truth is that we have 
grieved the Spirit... we stand under divine judgment.  For two generations our churches have suffered from a famine of hearing the 
words of the Lord.”  That’s a tragic truth. 

The following words are from an old engraving on a cathedral in Labeck, Germany: 

•  Thus speaketh Christ our Lord to us:    You call Me master and obey Me not. 
•  You call Me light and see Me not.    You call Me the Way and walk Me not. 
•  You call Me life and live Me not.    You call Me wise and follow Me not. 
•  You call Me fair and love Me not.    You call Me rich and ask Me not. 
•  You call Me eternal and seek Me not.    If I condemn thee, blame Me not. 

In his book, Harvest of Humanity, John Seamands told this story:  “A German soldier was wounded.  He was ordered to go to the 
military hospital for treatment.  When he arrived at the large and imposing building, he saw two doors, one marked, ‘For the slightly 
wounded,’ and the other, ‘For the seriously wounded’. ‘He entered through the first door and found himself going down a long hall’.  At 
the end of it were two more doors, one marked, ‘For officer’ and the other, ‘For non-officers’.  He entered through the latter and found 
himself going down another long hall.  At the end of it were two more doors, one marked, ‘For party members’ and the other, ‘For 
non-party members’.  He took the second door, and when he opened it, he found himself out on the street.’ ‘When the soldier returned 
home, his mother asked him, ‘How did you get along at the hospital?’ ‘Well, Mother,’ he replied, ‘to tell the truth, the people there 
didn’t do anything for me, but you ought to see the tremendous organization they have!” The soldier’s comment describes many 
churches in our day: really organized, but accomplishing little. 

During the depression of the 1930s money was extremely scarce. We were a family of three boys along with Mom and Dad. At Christ-
mas time the thoughts turned to the gifts that might be under the tree. Dad was only working 2 or 3 days a week in the local paper mill. 
We boys were wondering what to get Mom for Christmas. The best that Dad could come up with was 10 cents for each boy. What 
deliberations were made! Finally Bob bought a comb, Jim bought a collie dog figurine, and Bud bought a powder puff. We each 
wrapped our gifts to Mom. That Christmas Eve as Mom opened her gifts, she had tears in her eyes. She saw not a comb, collie figurine, 
or powder puff, but gifts of love from three small boys. Many years passed and mom still had those gifts, but the dog figurine had a 
broken leg, the powder puff was soiled, and the comb had some broken teeth. Regardless of the age and condition Mom still saw our 
love in these simple gifts.

Not so many years ago a wealthy man purchased, at a high cost, a famous painting of Jesus. He sought, with difficulty, an appropriate 
place to hang it in his home. At last he called in an architect, who after examining the house and the picture said, “Man you cannot fit 
this picture into your home! You must build a home to fit the picture. So it is. We can’t try to fit Jesus into our life as an unnecessary 
addition. We have to build our lives around Jesus. Then, and only then, will you receive the support and help that you are looking for.
Most of us have to make decisions. Most of us don’t want to make them. The best example of that I have found comes from a Mississippi 
State Senator. In 1958, speaking to the Legislature he said: “You have asked me how I feel about whisky. All right, here is just how I stand 
on this question: If when you say whisky, you mean the devil’s brew, the poison scourge; the bloody monster that defiles innocence, yea, 
literally takes the bread from the mouths of little children; if you mean the evil drink that topples the Christian man and woman from the 
pinnacles of righteous, gracious living into the bottomless pit of degradation and despair, shame and helplessness and hopelessness, 
then certainly I am against it with all of my power. But, if when you say whisky, you mean the oil of conversation, the philosophic wine, the 
stuff that is consumed when good fellows get together, that puts a song in their hearts and laughter on their lips and the warm glow of 
contentment in their eyes, if you mean Christmas cheer; if you mean the stimulating drink that puts the spring in the old gentlemen’s step 
on a frosty morning; if you mean the drink that enables a man to magnify his joy, and his happiness, and to forget, if only for a little while, 
life’s great tragedies and heartbreaks and sorrows, if you mean that drink, the sale of which pours into our treasuries untold millions of 
dollars, which are used to provide tender care for our little crippled children, our blind, our deaf, our dumb, our pitiful aged and 
infirmed, to build highways, hospitals, and schools, then certainly I am in favor of it. This is my stand. 
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I will not retreat from it; I will not compromise.” The Senator points out the truth, most of us have to make decisions. Most of us don’t 
want to make them.

One Christmas Eve the telephone rang in the office of the pastor of the church in Washington, D.C. that President Franklin Roosevelt 
attended. “Tell me Reverend,” the voice inquired, “are you holding a Christmas Eve service tonight?” When advised that there would 
certainly be a service that evening, the caller asked, “And do you expect President Roosevelt to attend your church tonight?” “That,” 
explained the pastor patiently, “I can’t promise. I’m not sure about the President’s plans for this evening. But I can say that we fully 
expect God to be in our church tonight, and we feel secure in the knowledge that His attendance will attract a reasonably large 
congregation.” 

Normally, I don’t tell stories that are too good to be true, but I can’t NOT tell this one. It begins with a young dockworker who heard a 
minister by the name of Henderson deliver a sermon based on Romans 5:1. That text is: “Therefore, since we have been justified 
through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Although the young man was impressed with the truth that one 
can have peace with God through the Lord Jesus, he did not trust the Babe of Bethlehem as his personal Savior. The day after hearing 
the sermon, that man joined a ship’s crew and sailed on the steamship London. A short time later it met with disaster on the high seas. 
It was several months before a sailor came to visit Pastor Henderson. He began his conversation, “I’ve come to tell you that I talked and 
prayed with a young man on board the London who had heard you preach on Romans 5:1. He was concerned about his soul but didn’t 
quite understand the plan of salvation. I finished what you began and led him to the Savior. Only a few minutes later we were ship-
wrecked, and he and I were told to launch one of the lifeboats. While doing so, he said to me, ‘Mate, if you get to shore, be sure and 
tell Pastor Henderson that I’ve been saved.’ Somehow he failed to get into the lifeboat in time, and we had to row away to keep from 
being pulled under by the sinking ship. The last I saw of him, he was in the rigging of the ship, waving his hat and shouting to me above 
the noise of the waters, ‘Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ!’” 

Who? Because of Longfellow, everyone has heard of the “midnight ride of Paul Revere.” But few have heard of Israel Bissel, a humble 
post rider on the Boston-New York route. After the Battle of Lexington and Concord on April 19, 1775, Bissel was ordered to raise the 
alarm in New Haven, Connecticut. He reached Worchester, Mass., normally a day’s ride, in two hours. There, according to tradition, his 
horse promptly dropped dead. Pausing only to get another mount, Bissel pressed on and by April 22 was in New Haven--but he didn’t 
stop there! He rode on to New York, arriving April 24, and then stayed in the saddle until he reached Philadelphia the next day. Bissel’s 
126 hour, 345 mile ride signaled American militia units in the Northeast to mobilize for war. 
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Calendar Date: 8- December 2013
Church Date:  Second Sunday in Advent
The Texts:  Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12

Calendar Date: 15- December 2013
Church Date:  Third Sunday in Advent
The Texts:  Isaiah 35:1-10; James 5:7-11; Matthew 11:2-15

Summary
Proof. Solid, undeniable, unassailable proof that Jesus is the promised Messiah, the Savior of the world. That is what the Baptizer asked 
for from his cell in Machaerus; it is what the parable’s Rich-man-in-hell wanted; it is what this sinful, skeptical world still wants. That is 
why John’s question, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”, is so very important. It is almost as important as 
the many answers Jesus’ gave to that question during His time of ministry. Those answers, in one form or another serve as the theme for 
our evangelism emphasis… an emphasis which also happens to be an apologetic. In no way dare we de-emphasize the fact that belief 
in the Savior is a Spirit-motivated leap-of-faith. Even so, the Lord provided His answers to the question and it is right and fitting that we, 
His undershepherds, do the same for a wandering, wondering world. 

The Text(s) For Evangelism Emphasis -
Matthew 11:2-15 ESV [2] Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples [3] and said to him, 
“Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” [4] And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
[5] the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have 
good news preached to them. [6] And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” [7] As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the 
crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? [8] What then did you go out to 
see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. [9] What then did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. [10] This is he of whom it is written, “’Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ [11] Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the 
Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. [12] From the days of John the Baptist until now the 
kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. [13] For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, [14] 

and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. [15] He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

Possible Sermon Titles and Explanations-
1. The Big Letdown  
All of us have experienced the frustration of being let down by someone or something we believed in. Talk to your people about life’s 
simple letdowns like the paper not being delivered on time; the nasty letdowns which happen when a sewer line backs up; the life-shak-
ing letdowns experienced by those who are betrayed by an intimate friend or a spouse. Although John may have been immune from 
these, that doesn’t mean he had never been letdown. Used to living in the wilderness, he had spent a year in prison; he may have called 
God’s people to repentance like Elijah, but it didn’t look like a fiery chariot was taking him to heaven. Now he needs to ask if Jesus is 
the Messiah. Would John be letdown? Scripture records Jesus’ answer: “I am fulfilling the prophecies.” John was not let down nor is 
anyone who is giving faith in the Savior. (See: “ www.biblebelievers.org.au/radio034.htm “ for information concerning the mathematics 
of fulfilled prophecies.)

2. The Doppelgänger 
Shortly after my father passed away I saw him driving down the road. One part of me says, “That’s nuts!”, the other part says, “doppel-
gänger”, or it was my father’s double. Germans (who invented the word) say that seeing someone’s doppelgänger is bad luck, while 
seeing your own double means death is coming. In recent years science fiction, including Star Trek have played around with the idea of 
everyone having his own good, or bad, doppelgänger. Whether you believe in the incident or not, most of us have said things like, “He’s 
the spitting image of his father” or, “She’ll never change, after all, she’s her mother’s daughter.” Even the expression, “birds of a feather 
flock together” implies that it is natural for people to gravitate toward those who share the same likes, opinions and philosophies. Of 
course we know: Jesus had no doppelgänger. To a world which asks, “Is He the Christ”, we can say, “Jesus is unlike any other who has 
walked this earth.” He fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies; He kept the law; He lived and died for the forgiveness of others. Even the 
man who tried Him was unable to find any fault, flaw or sin in Him.” Unlike the center of other religions, with confidence you can join the 
crucifixion’s Centurion and say, “Truly, this Man was the Son of God.” (See John 14:1; Acts 4:12; 1 Timothy 2:5; Luke 24:47; John 20:31) 
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3. Give It A Try
Have you ever met someone who is absolutely fearless? By that I don’t mean he is absolutely foolish. No, I’m speaking about the 
person who is immensely talented, unbelievably smart and incredibly coordinated. When such a person (think Olympic and professional 
athletes AND folks in the Guinness Book of World Records) sees something being done, he simply has to try it himself. Amazingly, they 
are fearless in the attempt, and more often than not they succeed. On a spiritual level, and rephrasing the hymn writer, I might be able 
to speak like angels and preach like Paul; I might be able to rouse the wicked With the Judgment’s dread alarms and maybe I can be a 
watchman standing high on Zion’s wall…  but I can’t do what Jesus did. I can’t give sight to the blind; give legs back to the lame; heal 
the leper, give hearing to the deaf and raise up the dead. But there’s more. I can’t keep the law, I can’t fulfill the Old Testament prophe-
cies about the Savior; I can’t raise myself from the dead. Which is why this evangelism emphasis sermon suggests, “If Jesus isn’t the 
Savior, then feel free, go ahead, give it a try and see if you can do what He did.” Guaranteed, even the most fearless among us will fail. 

llustrations
“The Easter story is nothing but a myth,” Tom’s high school teacher announced to his class a few days before Easter break. “Jesus not 
only didn’t rise from the grave,” he continued, “but there’s no God in heaven who would allow his son to be crucified in the first place.” 
“Sir, I believe in God,” Tom protested. “And I believe in the resurrection.” “Tom, you can believe what you wish to, of course,” the 
teacher said, “However, the real world excludes the possibility of miracles like the resurrection. The resurrection is a scientific impossi-
bility. No one who believes in miracles can also respect science.” Then the teacher proposed an experiment. Reaching into his refriger-
ator, he produced a raw egg and held it up. “I’m going to drop this egg on the floor,” he said. “Gravity will pull it toward the floor that 
the egg will most certainly break apart.” Looking at Tom with a challenge, he said, “Now tom, I want you to pray a prayer right now and 
ask your God to keep this egg from breaking when it hits the floor. If he can do that, then you’ll have proven your point, and I’ll have to 
admit that there is a God.” After pondering the challenge for a moment, Tom slowly stood up to pray: “Dear Heavenly Father,” Tom 
prayed, “I pray that when my teacher drops the egg, it will break into a hundred pieces. And also, Lord, I pray that when the egg does 
break, my teacher will have a heart attack and die. Amen.” After a unison gasp, the class sat in silent expectation. For a moment the 
teacher did nothing. At last he looked at Tom and then the egg. Without a word he carefully put the egg back into the refrigerator. 
“Class dismissed,” the teacher said, and then he sat down to clear his desk. The teacher apparently did believe in God’s existence more 
than he thought. Many people, like that teacher, deny that God exists, yet run from him, question him, and attack him whenever they 
get the chance. That teacher wasn’t willing to bet his life that God didn’t exist.

Harriet, the church gossip and self-appointed supervisor of the church’s morals, kept sticking her nose into other people’s business. 
Several residents were unappreciative of her activities, but feared her enough to maintain their silence. She made a mistake, however, 
when she accused George, a new member, of being an alcoholic after she saw his pickup truck parked all afternoon in front of the 
town’s only bar. She commented to George and others that everyone seeing it there would know that he was an alcoholic.  George, a 
man of few words, stared at her for a moment and then just walked away. He said nothing. Later that evening, George quietly parked 
his pickup in front of Harriet’s house and left it there all night. Sometimes sight is not the best sense to use in order to determine what is 
real and what is not. Our eyes cannot always determine truth. Something may look real and not be.

Sometimes we Christians are just not very good at being living advertisements to the Savior. Years ago, a Christian baroness, living in 
the highlands of Nairobi, Kenya, hired a young national to be her houseboy. After three months he asked the baroness to give him a 
letter of reference. He wanted to go to work for a friendly sheik who lived some miles away. The baroness, not wishing the houseboy to 
leave just as he had learned the routine of the household, offered to increase his pay. The lad shared he was not moving on to receive a 
higher salary. When asked why he was moving, he shared that some time ago he had decided to become a Christian or a Muslim. It was 
that search which had brought him to work for the baroness. He wanted to see how Christians lived. Now he was going to work for 
someone who believed in Islam. After three months he would decide which faith to take. It goes without saying that the baroness, 
realizing she had been a living advertisement for Jesus, was embarrassed. She could only exclaim, ‘Why didn’t you tell me at the 
beginning!’”
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And for you who already are walking in the Light, let me give you a word of encouragement. Years ago, after completing high school, a 
Christian girl got her first job. The first day of work showed her she was hardly ready to deal with the things she was encountering. The 
lurid language, the ungentle jokes, the cruel comments shocked her. Shaken, she returned home and told her parents she wasn’t going 
back. Before she had finished sharing her lament, her father interrupted, something he seldom did, and asked, “Honey, where do you 
put a light?” She stumbled in her presentation and then continued telling them about the stuff she had suffered. Dad asked again, 
“Where do you put a light?” Exasperated, she replied, “Dad, what does that have to do with what I’m saying? What do you mean? You 
put light where it’s dark.” “Good”, said her dad, and continued, “As a Christian you are to reflect the light of Jesus. You are to reflect 
His light into a dark place. Go to work tomorrow, and let His light be reflected to those folks in the darkness so they can see Jesus.”

Years ago, I met a woman, and, although not a member of my parish, she was a Christian woman. It was January, and she told me about 
her husband who had just died. I imagine she was telling their story to just about everyone she met. When a special love ends, even if it 
is for a short time, it is pretty normal to want to talk about it. She shared with me how his illness had begun shortly before Thanksgiving, 
and had lasted all the way past Christmas. His illness had been marked with long nights of discomfort and distress. She had cared for 
him at their house. The couple did not have the money for a protracted hospital stay; and he had no desire to leave his comfortable 
home and compassionate wife for an uncontaminated hospital and an unfamiliar nurse. So, as much of the rest of the world prepared 
for Christmas, did their shopping, sent out their cards, hung their lights, went to their parties, she administered pain medication and 
spent sleepless nights by his side. I said to her, “It had to be doubly difficult for you, keeping watch, especially during the holidays.” 
Then she told me something very special. Her neighbors, all members of Christian churches in town, had kept their Christmas lights 
burning. 24 hours a day, seven days a week. They told her that it was their way of letting her know: “We’re thinking of you. We’re 
praying for you. We’re by your side, even if we’re not at your house. We want you to see our lights, so you can be reminded that Jesus, 
the Light of the World, is 

The late Bishop Edwin Hughes once delivered a rousing sermon on “God’s Ownership” that put a rich parishioner’s nose out-of-joint. 
The wealthy man took the Bishop off for lunch, and then walked him through his elaborate gardens, woodlands, and farm. “Now are 
you going to tell me,” he demanded when the tour was completed, “that all this land does not belong to me?” Bishop Hughes smiled 
and suggested, “Ask me that same question a hundred years from now.” -- Bennett Cerf, Leadership, Vol. 1, no. 2.

Speaking of letting people down. I have had this in my file for 35 years and have never had the courage to use it. You may not, either, 
but the truth is still valid: One Sunday, a minister began his sermon: “I’d like to make three points today. First, there are millions of 
people around the world who are going to hell. Second, most of us sitting here today do not give a damn about it.” After a lengthy 
pause he continued: “My third point is that you are more concerned that I, your pastor, said the word ‘damn’ than you are about the 
millions of people going to hell.” Having undivided attention, he proceeded to preach an excellent sermon on putting faith into action. 

The word “sincere” comes from two Latin words meaning “without wax.” Artificers of Middle Eastern countries fashioned highly 
expensive statuettes out of a very fine porcelain. It was of such fragile nature that extreme care had to be taken when firing the figurines 
to keep them from cracking. Dishonest dealers would accept the cracked figurines at a much lower price and then fill the cracks with 
wax before offering them for sale. But honest merchants would display their uncracked porcelain wares with signs that read, “sine 
cera,” “without wax.” -- George M. Bowman, “How to Succeed With Your Money,” Chicago: Moody Press, 1974 
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Calendar Date:  22- December 2013
Church Date:  Fourth Sunday in Advent
The Texts:  Isaiah 7:10-17; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25

Calendar Date:  24- December 2013 
Church Date:  Christmas Eve
The Texts:  Isaiah 7:10-14; 1 John 4:7-16; Matthew 1:18-25

Calendar Date:  Christmas Midnight
Church Date:  
The Texts:  Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 

Calendar Date:  25- December 2014 
Church Date:  Christmas Dawn
The Texts:  Isaiah 62:10-12; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:(1-14) 15-20 

Calendar Date:  Christmas Day
Church Date:  
The Texts:  Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-6 (7-12); John 1:1-14 (15-18)

Calendar Date:  29- December 2013
Church Date:  First Sunday after Christmas
The Texts:  Isaiah 63:7-14; Galatians 4:4-7; Matthew 2:13-23


