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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

     All around us, we can see the results of a seismic shift 
in our culture. Last year only half of all Christian churches 
saw even one person come to faith in Jesus. This year 

4,000 Christian churches will close. And every year, 8 out of 10 
college students who grew up Christian give up going to church. 

It is clear that we no longer live in a “Christ-following” culture.  
 
 This is why God’s mission of rescuing people who have become 
separated from Him, restoring a relationship with them and renewing 
them for holy living and service to others is vitally important in today’s 
world. It is the reason why God is opening so many doors for our ministry 
as He calls believers like us to the work of reaching out to those who 
don’t know Him.  
 
 At Lutheran Hour Ministries our job is to walk alongside you, 
your family and your congregation to encourage and support you as 
you respond to God’s call to action. Now is the time for rescue—for 
restoration—for renewal. As Your Partner in HIS Mission, we invite 
you to join us in calling the lost and the hurting back to the Church; 
back to forgiveness and grace; back to God and His Word! 
     
In Him whom we serve,

Bruce E. Wurdeman 
Executive Director, Lutheran Hour Ministries
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This is God’s mission 
for the Church; 

His mission for us; 

our message 
to the world.
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 Five years ago Jeremy was an over-the-road truck driver who 
was gone for weeks at a time every month. His time away from 
home was very hard on his family—in fact, Jeremy and his wife 
had started talking about getting a divorce. 

 
       “One morning I woke up in my truck outside Strasburg, North 

Dakota,” he said. “I turned on my radio and the only station 
I could find boomed out—‘Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed!’ 

God must have been working, because I just kept listening.” 
 

       Jeremy had grown up in a home that wanted nothing to 
do with God, and for a long time he felt the same. “I didn’t 

want someone to tell me what I had to do, but when I 
listened to The Lutheran Hour® I kept hearing about 

what Jesus had done for me,” he recalled. “I found 
The Lutheran Hour every Sunday on the road and 
listened for months. I reached a point where I knew 

I was completely broken and I cried out to God for 
forgiveness. It was like I was free … liberated. 

 
     “When I got home, I started talking to my wife about 

saving our marriage and our family. I even told her about 
The Lutheran Hour and we started listening together. God is 

so good—18 months from that morning in North Dakota, my wife, 

daughter and I were all baptized on the same day. I even became a trustee in our 
Lutheran church. Our son was born in 2010—and was baptized on Easter morning. 
God has blessed our family in ways I never thought possible.” 
 
     Jeremy and his family are just one example of individuals who have been 
strengthened and encouraged as committed followers of Jesus Christ through 

The Lutheran Hour since the radio program first aired on October 2, 1930. Today, 
Lutheran Hour Ministries’ flagship ministry proclaims God’s grace to around 800,000 

people each week through a variety of channels—on 1,400 traditional radio stations across 
North America, as a podcast available for download and as a special version broadcast weekly 

on the American Forces Network for members of the military and their families. A Spanish-language 
version, Para el Camino, is also available online and over radio stations in the United States and 8 Latin 
American countries. 
 
 The Lutheran Hour, with Rev. Gregory Seltz as Speaker, continues to reach new audiences by securing 
airtime on large stations in major media markets throughout the United States. One of the stations added 
this year was WTMJ-AM 620, a 50,000 watt station out of Milwaukee that reaches a listening area including 
Green Bay to the north, Madison to the west, Grand Rapids, Michigan to the east and much of northern 
Illinois, including the Chicago metropolitan area. 
 
 In addition to the program proclaiming the Gospel over the airwaves and the Internet, Rev. Ken Klaus, 
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour, reaches thousands of individuals each day with devotions that 
are often based on what is happening in the world. More than 45,000 subscribers receive the devotions 
via e-mail and thousands more read them online. 

proClaiminG THe Gospel

It was like I was free … liberated.
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 Vanessa, a teenage girl with a young baby, arrived at the 
Lutheran Hour Ministries—Cameroon ministry center as the staff 
was distributing relief supplies provided by long-time LHM partner 
organization Orphan Grain Train. She and her child were both in poor 
health—the baby appeared to be severely malnourished. “The father of 
my baby deserted us months ago and we were evicted because I couldn’t 
afford to pay our rent,” Vanessa told LHM’s Zacharie Mounkine. While she 
was begging in downtown Yaoundé, Cameroon’s capital, she met a member 
of the LHM staff, who encouraged her to visit the ministry center. 

 At the center, staff members counseled Vanessa, comforting her and praying 
with her. The staff also provided Vanessa with bed linens, helped her obtain medical treatment and 
assisted her in reuniting with her parents in her home city of Bamenda, some 370 kilometers away. 

 “By offering Vanessa some temporary assistance and by spiritually counseling her to place her trust with 
the Lord, it is our intention to help restore stability in her life,” says LHM—Cameroon Director Rev. Samuel 
Frouisou. “Vanessa is very grateful; she plans to return to Yaoundé and enroll in our young women’s ministry.” 

 The young women’s ministry program of LHM—Cameroon provides practical skills, vocational training, 
and opportunities for worship and small group Bible study for at-risk young women.  

“Reaching out to people with the Word of God through relief efforts is just one of the 
many ways LHM—Cameroon plants the seeds of Gospel knowledge,” says Frouisou. 

 Around the world, Lutheran Hour Ministries’ holistic programs help provide food, water, clothing and 
shelter; health care; education and training; or economic assistance to mitigate poverty or the impact 
of a disaster. These programs serve two ministry purposes: they alleviate people’s suffering and also 
demonstrate the Christian faith in action—which helps open people’s minds and hearts to the Gospel.

CompassionaTe 
    international outreach

 In Kenya, the Lutheran Hour Ministries center is 
known as Nuru Lutheran Media Ministry. According 
to Nuru Director John Maina, the center’s Bible 
Correspondence Courses (BCC) “have touched the lives 
of more than 40,000 people in Kenya and Tanzania.” 

  “Tom Otuke first became our student through a 
close friend who had attended a Nuru outreach where 
they live in western Kenya,” says Maina. “Tom’s friend 
subscribed to the Bible Correspondence Courses for him.”

 The courses’ simple presentation of biblical truth 
made a deep impression on Tom and, in his own words, 
he “fell in love with God’s Word.” Not only that, but as Tom 
says, he “began to understand why we Lutherans emphasize 
certain things in our teachings.” Tom discovered a growing desire to 
share the truth in God’s Word with others—and volunteered to serve 
as a BCC contact person for the Nuru ministry center. 

 And Tom was led further still.

 In October 2011, on a visit to Nyagesa Lutheran Church in the western village of Kisii, Director John 
Maina found himself meeting with newly ordained Reverend Tom Otuke, who had heard God’s call to enter the 
public ministry, completed his seminary training, and was now serving as pastor of the Nyagesa congregation.

… All because a friend had signed him up for an LHM Bible Correspondence Course.

John Maina says, simply, “We give glory to God.” So do we.
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 Each of us is called to spread the word that Jesus has redeemed us—
and freed us to serve and encourage each other. But experience 
tells us that most people are not in a position to really hear the 
Good News unless we are genuinely interested in building a real, 
lasting relationship with them.

 Lutheran Hour Ministries is walking alongside churches to equip their members for authentic 
relationship-building and effective witness and outreach—through training offered by programs 
such as MISSION U, five14 and Regional Outreach Conferences (ROC).

 MISSION U is a hit with its multiple course offerings and ongoing training offered through 
web broadcasts and web meetings. This program, which offers both personal and congregational 
training in outreach and evangelism, exceeded its 2011/2012 goal by hosting 125 workshops that 
trained 1,771 people. The program also established major partnerships with the Michigan and 
Ohio districts of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) whereby they will each have 
20-30 workshops in their district over the next year; and, additional ministry partnerships were 
developed this year with Rural & Small Town Missions (LCMS) and the Eastern, New Jersey, 
New England and the Kansas Districts of the LCMS. 

 “The MISSION U program is nothing but outstanding!” says Al Gehrt, Evangelism Board Chair 
at Hope Lutheran Church in Shawnee, Kansas. “The course materials are relevant and professionally 
developed, and the presenters are first rate. We have found them to be highly skilled in their presentation 
skills, familiar with course subject matter and able to relate personal experiences to their audience. I would 
recommend that every congregation incorporate MISSION U resources into their outreach program.”

    Five14 is training Christian teens to share Christ with their peers. This program, 
offered through live events at churches, brings young, on-fire presenters who utilize 
large group interaction, small group practice and entertaining media to engage 
teens. To help those churches who cannot host or attend a five14 event, Lutheran 

Hour Ministries began offering the full five14 training curricula on a lively video series 
hosted by the five14 presenters themselves and accompanied by a Leader’s Manual. This 

allows small churches to be trained through five14 with the help of their youth worker. 

       Lutheran Hour Ministries wrapped up its inaugural series of eight Regional Outreach 
Conferences (ROC) hosted in partnership with districts of the LCMS and Lutheran Church—
Canada, in Orlando, Florida, in January 2012. The first year of events drew more than 2,000 
Christians who were ready to be inspired, energized and equipped to share God’s love, nurture 
their families and witness to the community. 

    “Jesus says, ‘Go out and make disciples of all nations.’ We’re His hands and feet … we are 
the body of Christ,” says Seth Kunze, a Director of Christian Education who attended the ROC 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. “There are still a lot of people who are lost and hurting in this dark 

world, and we need to get together as a church body and say, ‘Who are we trying to reach and 
how can we reach them?’ And then the reality is we’ve got to get dirty and go do it, and that’s exactly 

what the ROC taught us to do.”

     The next series of ROCs will take place across North America throughout 2013.

TraininG CHrisTians to witness

relationship-building 
  and 
effective witness and outreach
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 In the spring of 1992, LHM established a ministry center in the newly independent Republic of Latvia. 
Over more than 50 years of Soviet oppression, Latvian churches had been destroyed or seized for public 
use, and clergy, congregations and individual laypersons had suffered persecution. The road to rebuild 
would be long, especially for the remnant of Lutherans whose church had once been the majority religion. 

 Fast-forward 20 years. There is freedom of religion in Latvia. Many confiscated church buildings have 
been returned and refurbished. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Latvia is resurgent. And LHM—Latvia 
is on the spearhead of Christian evangelism across the country.

 On Saturday, April 14, 2012, LHM’s Latvia ministry center capped a three-day 20th anniversary 
celebration by hosting its first-ever National Outreach Conference in the capital of Riga. Using LHM’s 
2011-12 U.S. Regional Outreach Conference events as a model, the Latvia center took a bold step to 
equip congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Latvia to share the Gospel. More than 130 
people attended the event, including Evangelical Lutheran Church in Latvia Archbishop Janis Vanags. 

 Participants heard about current mission activities in the church and about ways the Gospel could be 
shared throughout Latvia in the future. Their lunch consisted of a midday meal typically provided at a soup 
kitchen run by a local congregation. In the afternoon, everyone was divided into small groups and had an 

opportunity to go in-depth and discuss the ideas offered in the morning presentations. 

 The conference concluded with a panel discussion and a challenge 
from Archbishop Vanags: go out in Jesus’ name and tell others 

the Good News.

 Our partners in God’s mission help 
make exciting things like this happen.

equippinG CHrisTians 
  around the world to share their faith

His mission 
             to make disciples
 Lutheran Hour Ministries—Lebanon, known locally as Middle East Lutheran 
Ministries (MELM), broadcasts Gospel programming to much of the Arabic-speaking world. 

 Last spring, Mona, a native of Iraq, wrote to MELM, “I thank God, Who opened the door for me to get 
to know you and your wonderful programs through the radio!”

 Mona explained that after earning a degree in civil engineering, she had been unable to find a job in 
her field. She did receive a job offer, however—

 “—to teach religion at a school!” she wrote. Mona confessed she did not know much about the 
Christian faith. So how could she possibly teach it? Still, she accepted the offer: “I needed to make a living!”

 “By coincidence (I think it was God’s doing), I heard your radio program,” Mona explained in her letter. 
“You were my hope—what I needed to help me grow in faith and to equip me to teach these students I’m 
responsible for.”

 Listening to MELM broadcasts equipped Mona for her job—but she says also that they awakened in 
her the faith she never knew: “They are as bread to my soul,” she wrote.

 The ministry center has provided Mona with Bible Correspondence Courses and a booklet titled 
The Word of God is the Word of Life; and the center’s staff has promised to answer any questions 
she has about her faith.

 “God works in many ways to reveal himself to people,” says MELM 
Director Fadi Khairallah. “We are happy that God is using our radio program to work in hearts 
of the listeners and make them disciples.”

 There has rarely been a more opportune time to reach souls throughout the Arabic-speaking world with 
the Gospel through radio programming. We are looking forward to telling many more stories like Mona’s.

www.lhm.org   |  9
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 Men across the country continue to be engaged 
through the LHM Men’s NetWork with resources 
that build them up for roles of leadership in their 
families and in the life of the church. More than 
15,000 individuals are now registered to use the 
materials offered through the Men’s NetWork.  

 Military veteran Sean is just one of many who have shared how 
grateful they are for the resources. “I had a very hard time returning 
to church after my deployments,” Sean says. “In fact, I avoided it like 
the proverbial plague.” He admits that he allowed his life to spiral 
out of control during this time—that is, until “the Lord smacked 
me on the back of the head and told me to get my act together. 

 “I was still having difficulty keeping attentive and diligent with my Bible 
studies,” Sean said. “As we attempted to establish a men’s fellowship group at 
my church, my pastor turned us on to the [Men’s NetWork] materials. We started with 
Working for the Man Upstairs and we’re now beginning The Challenge of Islam. The way you 
present the studies makes it so much easier for me to understand the message that Jesus gave 
us—not to mention the occasional jokes thrown in to keep it upbeat! Thank you for making 
the materials you provide on the website so interesting and for helping me to apply biblical 
passages to modern life!” 

reConneCTinG 
 men with the Church  Several new Bible studies              

were unveiled this year to 
be used by groups like Sean’s:

•	 FATHERHOOD, detailing the role a father            
 plays as the spiritual leader of the household;

•	 JOSEPH: CARPENTER OF STEEL, discussing  
 the life of the man who was entrusted with   
 caring for and raising the Son of God. This        
 study received two Silver Telly awards, the     
 highest honor for excellence in non-broadcast  
 video and television programming; 

•	 COLT MCCOY: A FATHER, A SON, AND   
 FOOTBALL, highlighting the central role   
 that faith plays in the lives of NFL quarterback    
 Colt McCoy and his father Brad; 

•	 DEATH … THEN WHAT?, offering insights         
 from Scripture about life’s ultimate reality.

applying biblical passages to modern life…

12   |   Lutheran Hour Ministries
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 The nations of Latin America are youthful; 
across the region, the median age is 27.6. One of 
the realities associated with this fact is that even with 
improvements in education and technology, young 
people in these countries often struggle to find adequate 
employment. In response, some governments in Central 
and South America have initiated “best practices” programs 
to provide job preparation and placement for youth.

 The government of Panama has introduced a program called Mi Primer Empleo (“My First Job”) to train 
young people and connect them with employers. Lutheran Hour Ministries—Panama is a partner in the Mi 
Primer Empleo program; through its Project JOEL ministry, LHM—Panama provides youth and young adults 
with solid preparation to seek, attain and hold good jobs. As with all Project JOEL activities, LHM—Panama’s 
Mi Primer Empleo instructional presentations are infused with values rooted in Christian teachings.

 In February 2012, LHM—Panama volunteers Luz Torres and Nelson Arauz presented a six-hour job 
training seminar in San Miguelito, a town in the Panama City area. The seminar’s participants, most of 
them young mothers hoping to secure jobs to support themselves and their children, were enthusiastic 
about the education they received.

 “Professor Luz’s advice has been very encouraging,” said participant Ana Zamora. “This seminar 
has offered me a unique opportunity to fight for my future and my children.”

 LHM—Panama introduced Project JOEL as a Christ-centered youth-development initiative in 1996. 
The values education offered through Project JOEL has proven to be so strong and positive that 
public schools across Central and South America have embraced the program and make regular 
use of Project JOEL curriculum and activities.

His mission 
   to reach out to youth 
  around the world

 Heavy rains in July 2011 caused flooding along the Chao Phraya River in northern Thailand. Over the 
next three months, the floodwaters made their way south toward Bangkok, leaving devastation in their 
wake. A disaster in slow motion, the flooding impacted an estimated 12 million Thai people, claiming 
the lives of some 600, wiping out the homes and jobs of hundreds of thousands, and costing the Thai 
economy billions of dollars.

 Gifts from generous LHM donors, together with emergency relief funding from LCMS World Relief and 
Human Care and the Garuna Foundation, helped purchase provisions for two phases of Flood Relief Pack 
distribution—the first to provide emergency food, medicines and flashlights, and the second to provide 
cleaning and sanitation supplies. LHM—Thailand’s staff and volunteers also included Christian messages 
of comfort and hope in each Flood Relief Pack. 

 “We thank God for the opportunity to help 2,100 families who suffered from the 
flooding—and we’re happy that this project made it possible for us to get to know our 
neighbors,” said Mrs. Monta “Boom” Ekwanit Denow, director of LHM—Thailand.

 One community receiving Flood Relief Packs was Bang Pood 
Samakee 3. Village leaders, grateful for LHM—Thailand’s help, 
invited the ministry to return to take part in its Children’s 
Day celebration in January. LHM staff and volunteers 
happily accepted and spent January 14 playing games, 
singing songs and sharing the love of Jesus with nearly 200 
children and adults. A village official wrote in a follow-up 
letter, “Bang Pood Samakee 3 residents and I want to wish 
happiness and hope to you and that your Christian God 
will bless you throughout the New Year.”

Compassion 
 to relieve suffering: Thailand

14   |   Lutheran Hour Ministries
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 Jesus Christ’s command to “make disciples 
of all nations” has always involved a “GO!” 
That is, GOING has always been part of sharing 
the Gospel with a world that needs Him.  
 
 But what if a different kind of GO were possible—one that involved children in real 
overseas outreach? Lutheran Hour Ministries redefined the way we GO and make disciples 
this year when nearly 10,000 students from 88 Lutheran schools participated in a mission trip 
to Paraguay—without ever leaving their schools!  

 
 LHM joined in The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod’s celebration of National Lutheran Schools Week, 
March 5-8, by launching a virtual Christian outreach event 

called an Online Mission Trip. Using a combination of 
pre-recorded and live video streamed over the Internet, 

LHM introduced students at Lutheran schools across 
the United States to the LHM—Paraguay ministry 

center, its staff and the people they serve. 
 

 “It was cool seeing all the stuff about Paraguay 
and its culture,” said Brandon, a student at Green 

Park Lutheran School in St. Louis, after participating 
in the Online Mission Trip. 

enGaGinG CHilDren 
 for international outreach

     There’s certainly a lot of “stuff” to 
learn about Paraguay! After a five-minute 
introduction and some up-close videos 
about life in Paraguay, Rev. Nilo Figur, 
LHM’s regional director for Latin America 
who was live in the LHM studio, fielded 
a barrage of questions submitted by 
students via online chat.  
 
     “So many great questions!” said Figur. 

“The students were really excited 
about learning and about the work we’re 

doing to share the Gospel in Paraguay.” 
 

 The four-day virtual mission experience featured video excursions across Paraguay to remote 
outreach locations and then a return to see what ministry looks like in the capital city, Asunción. 
Students also had opportunities to submit questions for LHM—Paraguay ministry center director
Victor Verruck, who joined the presentation via live video feed from Paraguay and responded in 
Spanish while Rev. Figur served as interpreter.  
 
 The program will continue in 2013 
with a January trip to Thailand during 
National Lutheran Schools Week.
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inTernaTional luTHeran laymen’s leaGue anD suBsiDiaries                                                                                               
ConsoliDaTinG sTaTemenT of aCTiviTies (in THousanDs)

Year ended May 31, 2012 with comparative totals for 2011

Operating Support and Revenue                                                   
Donor support  $27,696   $       742   $28,438   $24,673 
Other income, net  69  (594)  (525)  4,152 
Operating Income  27,765   148  27,913   28,825 
          
Operating Expenses     
Ministries  21,348   -     21,348   16,999 
Administration and fund raising  5,879   135  6,014   5,804 
Operating Expenses  27,227   135   27,362  22,803 
    
Operating Income                                                                                                                                    
in Excess of Expenses  538   13   551   6,022 

Non-operating income  1,103   -     1,103   1,073 
Non-operating expenses  1,003  358     1,361   1,498
Non-operating Net Income 100  (358)   (258)   (425) 

Net endowment earnings distributed  434   (434)  -     -   

Change in Net Assets  1,072   (779)   293   5,597 
   
Net Assets, Beginning of Year    $21,879 $13,758    $35,637  $30,040                                                                                                              
Net Assets, End of Year  $22,951 $12,979 $35,930 $35,637
   

Lutheran Hour Ministries is the registered d/b/a name for the International Lutheran Laymen’s League. A copy of the audit report 
   is available upon written request from the LHM headquarters at 660 Mason Ridge Center Drive, St. Louis, MO 63141-8557. 

Int’l Lutheran 
Laymen’s League

The LHM 
Foundation

2012          
Consolidated        

Totals

2011           
Consolidated        

Totals

ConsoliDaTeD operaTinG expenses

ConsoliDaTeD operaTinG inCome
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Other Income 
(-2%)

FUNd dEvELOPMENT
Publications and Print 
(4%)
Other Fundraising 
(12%)

Administration
(6%)

Ministry 
(78%)

Solicited Income 
(68%)

Estate Gifts 
(34%)
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ExECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Michael (Mick) Onnen 
President 
Davenport, Nebraska

Louis Marting 
Vice President 
Mission Viejo, California

Edwin Tiefenbach 
Treasurer 
Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

Mark Dunlop 
Financial Secretary 
Des Peres, Missouri

Dr. Paul Walther 
Secretary 
Belleville, Illinois

Rev. Keith Grimm 
Pastoral Advisor 
Omaha, Nebraska

GOVERNORS 

Dale Bentley 
Meridian, Idaho

Edward Bieno 
Stevens Point, Wisconsin

Jerry Brown 
Seymour, Indiana

Mike Brown 
Westminster, Colorado

Bob Felstead 
Canmore, Alberta, Canada

Kenneth Fischer 
Vernon, Connecticut

Lorris Haarberg 
Arapahoe, Nebraska

Mike MacDowell 
Hopkinsville, Kentucky

John Raffel 
Big Rapids, Michigan

Steven Rice 
Lancaster, California

Gary Rohloff 
Fort Worth, Texas

Chuck Schild 
Schaumburg, Illinois

William Snow 
Watertown, South Dakota

John Tews  
Bayard, Iowa

Neil Widstrom 
Tifton, Georgia
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* Board members and Foundation trustees from the fiscal year ending May 31, 2012 are listed.

OFFICERS 

Dr. Marvin Swan 
Chairman and Trustee 
Grant, Nebraska

Donald Brosz 
Vice Chairman and Trustee 
Laramie, Wyoming

Harold Melser 
President 
Columbia, Illinois

Adam Eggemeyer 
Executive Vice President 
Waterloo, Illinois

Larry Pritchett 
Vice President 
St. Louis, Missouri

V. Dale Stoner 
Secretary and Trustee 
Lady Lake, Florida

Curtiss Wittbracht 
Treasurer and Trustee 
Waterloo, Illinois

Lois M. Engfehr 
Assistant Secretary 
Collinsville, Illinois

David Lanius 
Assistant Treasurer 
St. Louis, Missouri

TRUSTEES 

Betty Duda 
Cocoa Beach, Florida

Mark Dunlop 
Board of Governors 
Representative 
Des Peres, Missouri

William Kaske 
Addison, Illinois

Rev. Barry Keurulainen 
Cabot, Pennsylvania

Jack Kidwell  
Bay City, Michigan

Larry Lumpe 
St. Louis, Missouri

Calvin Neeman 
Waterloo, Illinois

Michael (Mick) Onnen 
President, Int’l LLL 
Davenport, Nebraska

Roy Schmidt 
Bay City, Michigan

Virginia Von Seggern 
Orchard, Nebraska

Bruce Wurdeman 
Executive Director, LHM 
St. Louis, MissouriPASTORAL ADVISOR 

Rev. Gregory Seltz 
St. Louis, Missouri
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