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Childrens Talk

Have you ever been someplace and noticed that someone needed help? Maybe a friend of yours crashed his bike…or was being chased by a strange dog…or was stuck in a dangerous place?

What did you do when you noticed they needed help? What can you do when you see someone who needs help?

Have you ever hesitated to help somebody out? Ever not been sure that you should help?

This week while I was driving, I saw a car up ahead that had broken down. When I got there, someone else had stopped and was helping them, but it made me think. Sometimes doing the right thing feels easy and you just do it. Sometimes, well, you don’t know the person who needs help; you might not have the skill to do whatever it is they need help with; you feel like maybe by helping out, you’re putting yourself in danger of getting injured or sick—or you might be afraid of doing more harm than good in trying to help!

Well, there are lots of ways to be safe and smart—and helpful too. You can yell for help, or run and get a grownup, or you can make a phone call to someone—the police or somebody else who knows how to help. I bet you can think of some other ways.

In our story from the Bible this week, while Jesus is visiting the home of Peter and Andrew, He learns that Peter’s mother-in-law is sick. What does Jesus do? He just helps. He heals Peter’s mother-in-law so that she can continue to do what God intended her to do. 

Jesus is the ultimate helper! He gave up being in heaven with the Father, and gave up His life to help us—to save us from all our sins and failures.

God intends for everyone to believe in Jesus and be saved, but there are a lot of people who need help to do that. God has called each of us to help others know about His love and about Jesus. And we can help, sometimes just by being a friend and by sharing what Jesus means to us. 

Jesus helped every one of us with our very toughest problem—our disobedience of what God and what He expects us to do! We can lead others to Jesus so He can help them too. 

Never think that you’re too young or too weak to help someone in real need! God may be showing you that your help—whatever it may be—is just what He means to provide.

Let’s pray.

Dear God,

We know that Jesus came to give all He had to help us (and to help everyone!) have what we need most: life together with Him forever. Guide us to follow His example with our friends, neighbors, and everyone who needs help. Amen.
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