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Brought to you in partnership with Lutheran Hour Ministries

FEAR NOT!
How often do you face your day with a sense of fear and dread? Holidays like Thanksgiving and 
Christmas can easily lose their joy and delight when little things relentlessly nag at us, annoying 
and distracting us from the deeper meaning of these celebrations. Maybe the busy preparations 
of the season have you down or, perhaps, you are reeling from a major life crisis or catastrophe.

This Advent and Christmas season we will study the events of our Savior’s birth as recorded 
in the first two chapters of the Gospel of Luke. There we will hear God’s answers to the fears 
that threaten to engulf and overwhelm us.
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SOMETHING’S MISSING
First Sunday in Advent, November 29, 2015

Read Luke 1:5-7. 

TEXT: …There was a priest named Zechariah … And he had a wife … and her name was 
Elizabeth (Luke 1:5b).

As we begin the transition from Thanksgiving to Christmas, we meet an old Jewish couple 
named Zechariah and Elizabeth. Like us, they have much to be thankful for in their lives. God 
has given them a strong faith in His coming Savior, and they have a good reputation in their 
town. 

But, like all of us, their thanksgiving is neither perfect nor complete. One thing has eluded them, 
one thing that keeps their thankfulness from being complete. God has not given them a child. 
They celebrate the holidays together, but they have no earthly future, no heritage, no one to 
whom they can pass on their holiday traditions.

What do you do when you’ve lived your life as well as you can, sought to honor God, and 
yet find He has withheld something good and beneficial from you—a spouse, a child, a job, a 
house, etc.? It gets pretty hard to not feel there’s something wrong in your relationship with 
God. Either He’s punishing you for something you don’t remember or understand, or maybe 
He isn’t quite as loving as you were always told He is.

Maybe you’ve exited the Thanksgiving season into the Christmas season with a big hole in your 
life. Like Zechariah and Elizabeth, we turn to God and wait for His will and time. There’s often 
nothing else we can do.

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, Your Word promises that You are good, loving and kind to all 
Your children. Yet there is an empty spot in my life. Grant me the faith and courage to trust 
in Your goodness and love, and give me the patience to wait for the good that You intend to 
bring from this disappointment. I pray in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
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MOMENTS WORTH CELEBRATING
Monday, November 30, 2015

Read Luke 1:8-10. 

TEXT: … he (Zechariah) was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense 
(Luke 1:9b).

Life holds out many high honors for which we can strive. Students work hard to be part of the 
National Honor Society or class valedictorian. Athletes work hard to win championships and 
be named the most valuable player. But sometimes the honor of a lifetime simply falls upon us 
at some unanticipated moment.

For Zechariah the priest, there is no higher honor than being chosen to burn incense in the 
temple of the Lord. It is the honor of a lifetime. While the people of God remain outside, 
praying in the temple courts, Zechariah will pass through the temple doors alone. Once inside, 
he will burn incense on the altar of incense that stands before the ornate temple curtain.

Even though God had withheld the honor and joy of children from Zechariah, He richly blesses 
the priest with this joyous experience.

Perhaps this last day of November finds you waiting for your life’s dreams to come true. While 
that may be the case, be sure to appreciate the other things God sets before you today: the 
joy of family and friends, the beautiful decorations of this season, a joyous party.

The same is true of this coming Christmas. It may seem diminished in your eyes because 
you’ll be away from home for the first time or your home or table will be empty, or you’ll be 
separated from friends or loved ones. But don’t fail to see the amazing and wonderful things 
God is doing each day.

THE PRAYER: Holy Father, thank You for providing all of my needs of body and spirit. Teach 
me to rejoice and give thanks for every joy in life—even those that don’t seem as great as the 
ones I might be anticipating. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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PLAYING CHURCH
Tuesday, December 1, 2015

Read Revelation 4:1-11. 

TEXT: And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense 
(Luke 1:10).

When I was a boy, my brothers and I were mesmerized by the pomp and ceremony of church. 
We memorized each step of the acolyte, dreaming of the day we would wear those robes and 
carry that burning taper. We’d pause and take a deep, solemn bow in reverence before God’s 
altar, then step up into the chancel to light the gleaming candelabra, standing on either side of 
the altar. 

After the service we rushed home to play “church.” We put on our housecoats and scarves 
and set up a little table as the altar. One brother played organist on our little chord organ, and 
my other brother and I played acolyte and pastor.

I wonder if Zechariah did the same when he was a little boy. Did he go up to the temple 
with his family and stand at the gate, watching the priests dressed in their fancy robes, walking 
around with great somber steps, offering the sacrifices? Did he watch the priest step through 
the temple doors with great pomp and ceremony? Did he pretend he was that priest, gazing 
around in awe and amazement at the glories of God’s holy temple?

Finally, the day has come for Zechariah to step into that holy place. What a wondrous sight 
awaits him!

One day, you and I will leave this world. Because of Jesus’ birth that first Christmas and the 
life He lived afterwards—because of His suffering, death and resurrection—He has made 
it possible for us to step into His majestic throne room and stand in His splendid presence 
forever.

THE PRAYER: Lord Jesus, thank You for making me worthy to come into Your presence. Come 
among Your people today, and cleanse us from all sin. Amen.
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A TERRIFYING SIGHT
Wednesday, December 2, 2015

Read Leviticus 10:1-2. 

TEXT: And there appeared to him (Zechariah) an angel of the Lord standing on the right side 
of the altar of incense (Luke 1:11).

Zechariah is on cloud nine as he steps into the temple. Yet as awesome and splendid as the 
temple itself is, Zechariah sees something few priests before him ever saw when they stood 
inside the temple. Beside the altar of incense is a glorious angel of the Lord. Standing in the 
presence of the holy angel he feels his deep guilt and uncleanness. Terror fills his heart.

Maybe you have had a moment like that—a moment of incredible guilt and remorse, exposed 
to your friends and family. Zechariah is trembling in terror, wondering if this moment will be his 
last. The shepherds will have this exact same reaction on Christmas night when another angel 
bursts through the darkness of night to announce the birth of God’s Son, the Christ. 

In the same way, the thought of stepping through the door into God’s presence in heaven at 
the end of our life is exhilarating—exhilarating, that is, until we stop and realize our sinful guilt. 
Not a single one of us is worthy on our own account to stand before our holy God. 

But that is precisely why God sent His Son that first Christmas: to take away our sin and make 
us worthy to stand before Him throughout eternity.

THE PRAYER: Lord God, it is a frightening thing for a sinner to come into the presence of a 
holy angel—even more to stand before You. Thank You for sending Jesus to take away the sin 
of the world. Grant me faith that I may stand before You in righteousness and holiness all my 
days—and especially on that great day. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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FEAR NOT!
Thursday, December 3, 2015

Read Psalm 130.

TEXT: But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid Zechariah ….” (Luke 1:13a).

Zechariah stands trembling in terror. His good intentions and his blameless life mean nothing 
now. The angel’s holiness fills him with a painful awareness of his impure heart, mind and soul. 
With rising dread he waits to hear the angel explain the reason for this startling appearance.

The angel does not keep Zechariah waiting in suspense. Immediately, he says, “Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah.” Because of Zechariah’s trust in God’s salvation, the Lord was pleased to accept his 
offering of incense. He did not send His angel to punish him, but to bring him amazing good 
news. 

When you experience good times in life are you waiting on pins and needles for the other 
shoe to drop? Do you live in fear, carrying an enduring dread of what is coming on the 
horizon? God has come to remove that fear and dread once and for all.

The whole theme of this Christmas season is “Do not be afraid.” In the coming days as we 
retrace the story of our Savior’s birth, we will see other angel visitations, and each time hear 
those same words: “Do not be afraid.”

God is not out to get you. He sent His Son to save you, to fill your earthly life with peace, 
hope and joy. When this life ends, He will remove your impurity forever. You will experience 
eternal joy in His presence—all because of Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection. 

THE PRAYER: Lord God, thank You that You do not come to me in great power and wrath, 
but in a Baby filled with tender love and mercy—Your dear Son Jesus Christ. Amen.
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UNANSWERED PRAYERS
Friday, December 4, 2015

Read Psalm 113.

TEXT: …“Your prayer has been heard ….” (Luke 1:13b).

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, about six percent of married 
women between 15 and 44 years of age are unable to get pregnant. Infertility is extremely 
frustrating. Your hopes rise, only to be dashed month after month, year after year. What 
happens to a couple’s dreams and prayers when they watch months, years, sometimes even 
decades pass with no child, no pregnancy? Time has a way of silencing those prayers, but it 
does not diminish the hurt and grief.

By the time Zechariah stands before the angel in the temple, his prayers are a distant memory. 
But decades before, when Zechariah and Elizabeth were pouring out their heartfelt prayers, 
God’s answer to them was “Yes—but not yet.” God was waiting until His time was right. 
He knew a certain young girl had yet to be born. Only when she would grow old enough 
to become the virgin mother of His Son could this couple conceive and give birth to their 
precious son.

Of course, Zechariah and Elizabeth never knew that answer. All they had were the cold, hard 
facts that convinced them God’s answer had been “No.” Sometimes reality is so hard, so dark, 
uncaring, and cold. Our prayers seem to go unanswered, and we become disillusioned with 
God. 

God’s timing for our lives doesn’t always work out the way we would like. Sometimes our 
prayers seem to go unanswered. But we need to remember that our God is wise and loving, 
and has plans to prosper our lives—not ruin them. For Zechariah and Elizabeth, the long 
anticipated wait will definitely prove to have been worth it. And the incredible honor God will 
bestow on their son will be indescribable.

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, forgive me for questioning Your love when You answer my 
prayers with “no” or “wait.” Strengthen my faith that I may so trust Your fatherly love that I pray 
“not my will, but Yours be done.” In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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THE LORD IS GRACIOUS
Saturday, December 5, 2015

Read Luke 1:13-15.
  
TEXT: “… Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John” (Luke 1:13b).

The time has finally come. At long last Zechariah’s wife will conceive and bear him a son—
his own son, from his own body. The angel even passes along the name God has personally 
chosen for this child.

The name John means “The Lord is gracious.” It reflects several things. First would be God’s 
personal grace for Zechariah and Elizabeth. This child will be a daily reminder of His grace to 
the aged couple—enlivening their home and filling their hearts with joy and gladness.

But God won’t restrict His grace to just this little family of three. He wants to extend it far 
beyond. Through this child, God will pour out His grace upon the whole people of Israel and 
still further beyond. For this child will be the messenger who prepares the way for God’s own 
Son. Through John’s baptism, Jesus Christ will step forward and reveal God’s amazing grace in 
His life and ministry, in His suffering, death and resurrection.

Similarly, God personally showers His grace upon you by forgiving your sins and promising to 
be with you always as He leads you to the eternal pleasures of heaven. 

But He doesn’t want to restrict His grace to you alone. Through you, He wants to enrich the 
lives of your family, friends, neighbors, fellow students, teachers, co-workers—even strangers. 
As you treat the people in your life with kindness, respect, love, concern and dignity, you show 
God’s grace to a hurting world. And like John, when you tell them about Jesus, you prepare the 
way for Him to come into their lives.

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, as You worked through John to prepare the way for Jesus, 
work through my words and actions so that my friends, family, and even the strangers I meet 
may live in Jesus. I pray this in His Name. Amen.
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A REMARKABLE TIME
Second Sunday in Advent, December 6, 2015

Read Luke 1:14-17.

TEXT: “And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, and he will go 
before Him….” (Luke 1:16-17a).

The news Zechariah has heard from the angel is enough to make his head spin. Not only will 
he finally become a father, his miracle child will be a great prophet, bringing many of God’s 
people back to Him. But the angel is not finished yet. His son John will “go before the Lord.”

The reality behind these words is staggering. The time has finally come. At last God is fulfilling 
His ancient promise to send the Savior. The mighty, eternal Son of God is coming to His 
creation. What a wondrous and amazing time to be alive! How much more incredible to think 
their son, John, is God’s hand-chosen prophet to prepare the Jewish people for the Savior’s 
coming. In fact, he will point out the Messiah when He comes?

You and I also live in a remarkable time. In three weeks we will remember and celebrate the 
wondrous birth of God’s own Son. In the upcoming months we will retrace His great works 
on our behalf—including His suffering, death and resurrection, which restored us to God, our 
Heavenly Father, and guaranteed eternal life to all who trust in Him.

Christmas transforms you and me. Like John, the Holy Spirit fills us, turning us back to God, and 
preparing us to share the story of Jesus’ salvation with the people in our lives. When we tell 
others about Jesus, the Spirit prepares their hearts for His coming as well.

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank You for turning my heart back to You through Your Son 
Jesus. Please send me to share the story of Jesus’ life so that Your Spirit may turn others to 
Him, through me. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.



11

STUBBORN DISBELIEF
Monday, December 7, 2015

Read Genesis 18:1-2, 9-15.

TEXT: And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my 
wife is advanced in years” (Luke 1:18).

The angel has given Zechariah tremendous news. He should be overjoyed, unable to contain 
his delighted laughter. Instead, filled with disbelief and skepticism he mutters, “How shall I know 
this?”

Surely the priest remembers—or at least he ought to remember—that this isn’t the first time 
God promised a baby to a childless, elderly couple. Abraham and Sarah—the father and 
mother of the Jewish people—had received a similar promise when he was 75 (see Genesis 
12:4), and she was 65. They had to wait another 25 years before God’s promise was fulfilled—
but in time it was fulfilled. In fact, the baby’s name Isaac meant “laughter” because Sarah had 
laughed with disbelief at God’s promise (see Genesis 18:12). 

The pages of the Old Testament boldly testified to Zechariah of God’s mighty power to bring 
life from a dead womb. Numerous couples—previously childless—miraculously became 
parents of special children who played extremely important roles for God’s people: Jacob 
and Rachel had Joseph; Elkanah and Hannah had Samuel; Manoah and his unnamed wife had 
Samson. Zechariah and Elizabeth’s son would play an even more important role—ushering in 
the ministry of God’s very own Son.

And still, with all the history of God’s miraculous interventions before him, Zechariah can’t 
believe it. In fact, he refuses to believe it. 

Have life experiences battered you down and lowered your expectations of what God 
can do in your world? This Christmas season is all about miracles—God stepping into our 
circumstances and doing things we could never expect—like taking our place under His wrath 
and opening heaven to us.

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, forgive my disbelief when Your promises seem too good to 
be true. This Christmas remove my doubt and increase my faith—and my joy. In Jesus’ Name. 
Amen. 
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SHOCKING UNBELIEF
Tuesday, December 8, 2015

Read Luke 1:19-20.

TEXT: (Gabriel said) “And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that 
these things take place, because you did not believe my words ….” (Luke 1:20a).

What could possibly cause Zechariah to challenge the angel’s wonderful promise? Is he trying 
to protect himself from further disappointment? Is he nursing his grief or shielding his shattered 
dreams? 

Our heartaches and bitter grief can close our ears to the good news that in the Christ Child 
born in Bethlehem God Himself has come to forgive us and heal the brokenness of our lives. 
Our fears can steal our hope, dim our confidence, and blind us to the joyous light of our Lord’s 
presence among us. They can smother the joy of Christmas.

The angel quickly silences the doubts of the aged priest. “I am Gabriel.” Surely, hearing that 
name must have made a deep impression on Zechariah. Gabriel first appeared in the Bible 
between 550 and 600 years before, bringing several divine messages to the great prophet 
Daniel (see Daniel 8:15-26; 9:20-27).

But the angel goes beyond his famous name Gabriel. He adds, “I stand in the presence of God.” 
Gabriel didn’t make up this gracious message. It came straight from the mouth of God Himself. 
“I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.” 

The punishment for Zechariah’s unbelief will be difficult—to watch all these wonderful things 
unfold before him—but to remain speechless. 

This Christmas we again hear the good tidings of great joy—God’s own Son has been born for 
you, for me, for all. Don’t cling to past doubts, anger or disappointment like Zechariah, but take 
God at His Word and amazing wonders will unfold before your eyes.

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, break through my disbelief and fear and open my eyes to the 
wonder of Your Son, Jesus Christ, my Lord. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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THINGS ARE STARTING TO STIR
Wednesday, December 9, 2015

Read Luke 1:21-23.

TEXT: And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in 
the temple (Luke 1:21).

Each morning and evening a priest offered the burnt offering on the altar that stood outside 
the temple building. Then a second priest entered the temple to burn incense. Normally, this 
incense offering was very brief. After burning the incense upon the altar of incense, the priest 
stepped back through the doors to pronounce the blessing upon the gathered worshippers 
standing outside. 

But this afternoon Zechariah is delayed. Everyone standing outside begins to wonder why. Of 
course, we know it took time for the angel Gabriel to make his announcement, for Zechariah 
to voice his doubts, and for Gabriel to answer them. 

Finally, Zechariah steps out through the doors, but he can’t give the benediction. He stands 
silent, making signs to them. Soon the people realize something has happened. From his signs 
they gather the priest has seen a vision in the temple. 

This is remarkable, for more than 400 years since the close of the Old Testament writings, God 
has remained silent. He has raised no prophet to speak to His people. Could it be that God is 
now ready to beginning stirring things up again?

As Christmas draws nearer, God is ready to start shaking things up. But first He wants to work 
in your heart to prepare you to receive the Messiah who is coming to take away your sin, 
doubt, fear and death.

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, make my heart, mind and spirit ready to celebrate with joy the 
birth of Your dear Son Jesus so that I may boldly and gladly share His joyous salvation wherever 
I go. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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VINDICATION AT LAST
Thursday, December 10, 2015

Read Luke 1:24-25.

TEXT: After these days his (Zechariah’s) wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept 
herself hidden (Luke 1:24).

When Zechariah concluded his work at the temple, he returned home, and Elizabeth 
conceived their long-awaited child. Zechariah looked on in silence, watching God’s Word 
through the angel begin to be fulfilled.

What an amazing time for Elizabeth. For decades she has carried the social stigma of being a 
woman unable to bear a child. Along with her husband, she has had a sterling reputation (see 
Luke 1:6), but her lack of a child tarnished that image and brought great disappointment and 
disapproval upon her. 

People knew that God’s original design for marriage included children, and yet that had 
not occurred in Zechariah and Elizabeth’s marriage. They falsely concluded that God was 
displeased with them. Surely they must have done something for which God was punishing 
them. And of course, for Zechariah and Elizabeth to know they hadn’t committed any great sin 
that deserved punishment made the weight of God’s withheld blessing all the heavier.

Even the phrase “she was barren” carries with it a devastating weight. Imagine having your 
womb compared to a barren desert.

But finally, in His time, God removed this disgrace. Unlike many of us who forget all about God 
when our prayers are finally answered and that elusive request is granted, Elizabeth keeps 
her eyes focused squarely on her God. “Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when He 
looked on me, to take away my reproach among people.”

If you struggle from a tarnished reputation—especially one you don’t deserve—then take 
heart this Christmas. God knows the truth, and in His way and in His time He will vindicate 
you and remove your reproach among people.

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, forgive me the times I have caused pain by jumping to false 
conclusions and judgments about others—or even myself. Heal the hurt and restore those 
relationships for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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PURE AND HOLY
Friday, December 11, 2015

Read Isaiah 7:10-14.

TEXT: In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to … a virgin betrothed to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. … (Luke 1:26a-27a).

As Elizabeth reaches the sixth month of her pregnancy, God sets the next phase of His mighty 
plan of salvation into motion. Once again He sends the angel Gabriel to deliver an important 
message. This time it’s to a young virgin, a relative of Elizabeth who lives far to the north in a 
small, insignificant town called Nazareth.

The word “virgin” carries with it the thought of purity and innocence. It takes us back to the 
mother of the human race at the moment of her creation. Eve was holy, pure and innocent 
as she walked with her husband Adam in the Garden of Eden—at least before she met the 
serpent.

Sadly, Eve listened to the serpent’s clever temptation and ate the forbidden fruit together with 
Adam. Stained by sin, they passed on their sinful condition to each of their children, including 
you and me. Now each of us is caught in that inescapable cycle. Since we are conceived and 
born of sinful parents, we inherit their sinful nature. And we cannot avoid passing it on to our 
children.

That is why it is necessary for God’s Son to be conceived and born of a virgin descendant of 
Adam and Eve. Without a sinful human father, Jesus will be free of the sinful nature we inherit. 
His purity, holiness, and spotlessness make Him worthy to be our substitute and Savior. In His 
perfect life, death and resurrection, He will be able to make us pure and holy too. And since 
Jesus, God’s only-begotten Son, has entered the human family of Adam and Eve, He is our 
brother. And God the Father can adopt us as His own dear children.

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank You for Your plan to save the world through Your pure 
and holy Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



16

A SPECIAL FAVOR
Saturday, December 12, 2015

Read Luke 1:28-30.

TEXT:  And he (the angel) came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with 
you!” But she (Mary) was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of 
greeting this might be” (Luke 1:28-29).

Like Zechariah before, Mary is greatly troubled at this angel’s unexpected appearance. She 
struggles to understand what kind of message he has come to bring: will it be good news or 
bad? 

Immediately, the angel assures Mary that she is favored, and the Lord is with her. In fact, very 
shortly, the Lord will be with her in a unique and special way. The Son of God Himself will 
become human and dwell within her womb. 

But God’s favor is not just for Mary, it is for you and me this Christmas as well. Jesus promised, 
“If anyone loves Me, he will keep My Word, and My Father will love him, and We will come to 
him and make Our home with him” (John 14:23b). 

But who is worthy of such a favor? Have we done enough, lived a good enough life to be 
favored by God? The answer is no, just as it was for Mary. But notice, the angel doesn’t say, “You 
have earned favor with God,” he says, “You have found favor with God.” Just as God has shown 
undeserved kindness and favor to Mary, He shows it to you and me. 

That’s what Christmas is all about—God looking on us, and deciding to send His Son to make 
everything right between Him and us. There is absolutely nothing we need to do—nothing 
we can do. In His life, death and resurrection, Jesus has done everything necessary to remove 
God’s displeasure and win His eternal favor.

THE PRAYER: Holy Father, it is humbling to think that Your favor rests upon us in Your Son 
Jesus. He makes us bold to call upon You. Help us share His marvelous news with others. In 
Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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THE NAME ABOVE ALL NAMES
Third Sunday in Advent, December 13, 2015

Read Luke 1:31-33.

TEXT: “And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a Son, and you shall call His 
Name Jesus” (Luke 1:31).

In a few short brushstrokes, the angel tells Mary what God is about to do. She will conceive 
and bear a Son. She is to name Him Jesus. This is a very common name in Mary’s time. It 
means “The Lord saves.” Whenever you met someone named Jesus, their name was pointing 
you to the Lord who saves. 

But for this Child the Name will mean so much more. The angel adds, “He will be great and 
will be called the Son of the Most High.” Since the Son of God Himself is becoming human for 
us, His Name Jesus is different from all the others. It points out that this is the Lord Himself; He 
has come to save us. This is literally the Lord who saves.

That’s staggering by itself. But the angel isn’t quite finished. God will give her Son the throne 
of His father David. David was Israel’s greatest king in the Old Testament. He won many great 
victories for Israel over its enemies and, in so doing, established a strong and peaceful kingdom, 
secure from all its enemies. 

God told David He would build him a house, raising up for him a descendant who would reign 
over an eternal kingdom forever. And now that famous promise is being kept.

Whereas earthly kings come and go, this King will not. Though He dies on the cross, within 
three days He will rise again and reign over His Kingdom forever. This Christmas He calls you 
and me to be subjects of that never-ending Kingdom—free and safe from all our enemies—
Satan, sin, fear, death and the gates of hell.

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank You for fulfilling Your promise to King David through his 
descendant Jesus Christ. I praise You that He rules in mercy, faithfulness and righteousness. In 
Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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A QUESTION OF FAITH
Monday, December 14, 2015

Read Luke 1:34-37.

TEXT: And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” (Luke 1:34).

When Zechariah received the amazing message from the angel, he doubted. At first glance, 
Mary’s response seems to show the same unbelief. But look closer. She says “How will this 
be?” In other words, “How is this going to take place?” She doesn’t doubt God is able to do 
whatever He wants; she is simply asking how she will conceive. After all, she is an unmarried 
virgin. 

There can be a fine line between outright unbelief and honest questions prompted by faith. 
Zechariah didn’t believe God could do it. Mary trusted He could, but she simply wanted to 
know if she should do anything, perhaps go ahead and marry Joseph early.

We run into similar situations in our lives. There are times when our resources of time, money, 
talent or strength seem far too meager to accomplish the things God has set before us. Doubt 
and unbelief make us think God will fail to accomplish those things in and through us. Faith, 
however, believes, and eagerly watches to see how God will make it all work out.

The angel explains that the Holy Spirit will come and miraculously work the conception inside 
her—without a human father. That is why the Child will be holy, and called the Son of God. 
Then, to give her further reassurance, the angel points to her relative Elizabeth, who is now in 
the sixth month of her impossible pregnancy. He asserts, “For nothing will be impossible with 
God.”

That’s true for you and me as well. Nothing God wants to do for us will prove too difficult. 
Nothing is beyond God’s ability to act, to save, to deliver us.

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank You for all Your promises, especially that in Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, You have saved us from all our sins. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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LETTING GO
Tuesday, December 15, 2015

Read Psalm 65.

TEXT: “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38).

When Mary awoke this morning, she undoubtedly expected things to go as they always had. 
Her betrothal to Joseph would continue; her wedding day would be a day closer. Things would 
be as they were yesterday, and tomorrow will bring more of the same.

She didn’t awake thinking an angel would suddenly appear and that God’s plans would shake 
up her life drastically. Yet for all that, in simple faith, she willingly casts aside her plans, eager to 
serve God’s good pleasure.

Sometimes life seems like it’s going according to schedule, cruising along the way we expect. 
We may have a precise timeline with all our steps carefully laid out, but suddenly things change. 
Health problems arise, jobs are lost, and friends disappear. It can be frustrating, frightening or 
exhilarating. For Mary, this news is life-changing. But the Holy Spirit has given her faith and 
confidence to accept God’s changes. He gives us that same trust to believe that whatever God 
is doing, He is still working to make all these things turn for our benefit.

That is precisely what God promises you and me. In Romans 8:28a He assures us, “We know 
that for those who love God all things work together for good ….”

This Christmas is a reminder that God doesn’t stand back and let things go by themselves. 
We aren’t victims of chance and circumstance; rather, God is carefully arranging everything for 
good. This is just as He arranged everything to send His Son into this world by the Virgin Mary.

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, forgive me for questioning and doubting the wisdom of Your 
will. Still my heart when change comes, and give me humble, quiet faith so that I may serve You 
in awe and watch Your mighty deliverance. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, I pray. Amen.
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HOLIDAY TRAVELS
Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Read Luke 1:39-45.

TEXT: In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 
and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth (Luke 1:39-40).

One of the greatest blessings of the Christmas season is the chance to visit with friends and 
family. These are excellent times to renew old friendships, and bask in the presence of our 
loved ones. But we often face an awkward time when we first meet. Our lives naturally drift 
in different directions, and we may find we share less in common now. Sometimes it’s hard to 
find anything to talk about. It can all be a little daunting.

Mary may have felt that fear and intimidation standing before the door of Zechariah’s house. 
Mary knew her pregnancy was innocent and pure, but would the priest and his wife believe it? 
Would they scold her, perhaps, even reject her? 

If she was afraid, God quickly removed that fear. The instant Mary’s greeting reached Elizabeth’s 
ears two things happened. The Holy Spirit-filled baby growing in Elizabeth’s womb leapt for 
joy—and the Holy Spirit rushed into Elizabeth. Instantly, she knew Mary was pregnant, and with 
Whom.

“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why is this 
granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” 

All awkwardness was gone, and Elizabeth’s warm and enthusiastic greeting was an assurance to 
Mary. 

Do you have travel plans this Christmas? Do you have friends or family to visit? The thing that 
made Mary’s visit to Zechariah and Elizabeth so special was the presence of the Christ Child. 
Likewise, the thing that will make your Christmas visits so special is the presence of the Christ 
Child with you. Be sure to keep your focus on Him. After all, He is the Reason for the season!

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, make my Christmas visits joyful and meaningful as I bring along 
the Christ who offers us peace, joy and eternal hope. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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FEARING GOD
Thursday, December 17, 2015

Read Luke 1:46-50.

TEXT: (Mary said) “And His mercy is for those who fear Him from generation to generation” 
(Luke 1:50).

Mary is overwhelmed by all God has done for her. For the visit of the angel Gabriel, for the 
Christ Child growing in her womb, for Elizabeth’s Spirit-led greeting. Now she can’t keep her 
gratitude and praise inside. 

She begins, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” That word 
“magnifies” is interesting. It means that Mary’s perception of who God is has grown significantly. 
She speaks about her former “humble estate.” Perhaps she felt as we do at times—lost in the 
shuffle of life, unnoticed by God. But in an amazing way God has noticed and done great things 
for her, choosing her to be the mother of His own Son.

Mary testifies that God has mercy on those who fear Him. What exactly does it mean to 
fear the Lord? Is it to fear Him as a tyrannical, impulsive ruler? Is it to think of Him as an 
abusive father? Mary is talking more about the kind of fear we feel toward a good-hearted 
father we love and respect. We fear to stir his anger by breaking his rules, even more, we fear 
disappointing him, letting him down.

Those who don’t love and fear God treat His holiness and laws indifferently, treading His works 
and ways underfoot. But for us who love and fear Him, who humble ourselves before Him, 
God is merciful. He knows our weakness and failings, but He sends His Son to save us.

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, give me Your Holy Spirit that I may love, fear and trust in You 
for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ. I pray this in His Name. Amen. 
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BRINGING US LOW TO RAISE US HIGH
Friday, December 18, 2015

Read Luke 1:51-55.

TEXT: (Mary said) “He has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of 
humble estate” (Luke 1:52).

Mary continues her song of praise to God. She points out something her Son Jesus will 
frequently speak about in His ministry: God humbles those who exalt themselves, and He 
raises up those who bow themselves low.

Many people are proud of themselves and their accomplishments. They brag and puff 
themselves up, always trying to impress people. They think God is the same way. But God is 
completely different. 

He gives His Law to make us honest with ourselves, to humble us with the realization that we 
fail to live the lives He demands of His creatures. None of us can stand in confidence before 
God. It is the purpose of His Law to break our hearts, and put us on our knees.

But that isn’t where God wants to leave us. The good news of Christmas is that in His love our 
Heavenly Father sent His dear Son Jesus Christ to lift us to our feet. Jesus forgives our sins and 
takes the punishment for our disobedience upon Himself.

Mary’s wonderful song of God’s goodness and salvation has been picked up by the church 
and incorporated into its order of worship or liturgy for centuries. You may well sing it during 
midweek Advent services.

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank You for humbling our pride through Your Law so that You 
may lift us up by Your grace in Jesus Christ, Your Son. Open my heart to the wonder of Your 
mercy shown so clearly as You sent Your Son Jesus to be one of us. In His Name. Amen.
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ENJOY IT BEFORE IT ENDS
Saturday, December 19, 2015

Read Psalm 122.

TEXT: And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home (Luke 1:56).

Three delightful months. Mary and Elizabeth had three months together to speak about God’s 
gracious work in their lives. They could talk about the future when their sons would step 
forward and proclaim the grace of God. It was a wonderful time of comfort, support and 
spiritual growth for Mary.

But all good things must come to an end. Three months went by and Elizabeth reached full 
term. With the birth of John due any day, it was time for Mary to leave that sanctuary and 
return home—to her betrothed husband Joseph, who will consider divorcing her when he 
learns she is pregnant (see Matthew 1:18-25), where neighbors might well gossip and falsely 
judge her.

Christmas is drawing close, and we should take time to pause and relish the wonders of this 
season. Though our neighbors may not realize it, their Christmas lights point us to Jesus Christ, 
the Light of the world. Their decorations remind us that Jesus Christ has beautified us with His 
own holiness and purity.

Soon enough church decorations will go back into storage and our lives will return to normal. 
Now is the time to bask in the glory and wonder, especially as we approach the soft, warm, 
wonder of Christmas Eve, and the joyous celebration of our Savior’s birth Christmas morning. 
Why not plan to spend those special hours with your family in Christ, coming to His house to 
remember and celebrate His birth for you?

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, help me treasure these days and moments when we celebrate 
Your unfathomable love and grace in sending Your Son. Gather us together into Your house this 
Christmas Eve and Morning so that together—as Your family—we might fill each other with 
joy, love and peace, through Jesus Christ, Your Son. Amen.
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SOMETHING NEW
Fourth Sunday in Advent, December 20, 2015

Read Luke 1:57-63.

TEXT: Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son (Luke 1:57).

Finally Zechariah and Elizabeth’s prayers are answered, and John is born. Their neighbors and 
relatives are especially joyful, coming together on the eighth day for their son’s naming and 
circumcision. As the ceremony begins, they are about to name the child after his father. Unless 
Elizabeth speaks up, it will prove difficult for Zechariah to intervene.

But immediately Elizabeth breaks with tradition. She emphatically declines to name the child 
Zechariah, “No; he shall be called John.” The people are puzzled. Why would she want to go 
against the tradition of naming the child after someone in the family? No one among their 
relatives is named John.

They aren’t ready to accept her answer. Instead, they turn to Zechariah and make signs to ask 
what he wants to name the child. I always find it amusing to recall that the aged priest doesn’t 
need them to make signs to him—he can hear just fine. He simply can’t speak.

If Zechariah had any fear of peer pressure, he didn’t show it. Still unable to talk because of his 
unbelief nine months before, Zechariah asks for a writing tablet. And as everyone looks on 
expectantly, Zechariah writes, “His name is John.”

God chose a new name for Zechariah and Elizabeth’s son because He was doing a new thing, 
sending His own Son to save the world. He likewise had wonderful plans for John. He would 
be Jesus’ forerunner, preparing the way for the new covenant or testament that Jesus Christ 
would bring. 

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank You for doing something new, for sending Your Son to 
save us from our sins. Bless us this Christmas season to receive Him who makes us new. In 
Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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A SONG OF PRAISE
Monday, December 21, 2015

Read Luke 1:64-75.

TEXT: And immediately his (Zechariah’s) mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he 
spoke, blessing God (Luke 1:64).

The long months of silence are over. Without a word, Zechariah has had to watch everything 
transpire—especially those wondrous three months when Mary came to visit with the 
promised Christ growing in her womb. Now the silence is over. The last time Zechariah spoke, 
words of unbelief came from his lips. Now they are words of profound praise to God—
inspired by the Holy Spirit Himself. 

Zechariah chiefly says two things about the Child of Mary—the Christmas Child. He has been 
raised up as a horn of salvation for us from our enemies. In the Old Testament the horn was a 
symbol of strength and power. God has raised up Jesus to be our strength and power. He saves 
us from great and terrible enemies: Satan, sin, death and hell.

Secondly, having been saved from these fearful enemies, we are now able to serve God 
without fear, in holiness and righteousness all our days.

That means because of Jesus’ coming at Christmas we can live without fear. No more do we 
have to worry about upsetting God or receiving His wrath because we didn’t do something 
exactly right. Freed from our fear of God and confident in His provision for our needs on 
earth, we are free to focus on other people—and how we can serve them. And we can serve 
them best by sharing the freedom and fearlessness Christ has brought us.

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, in Your Son, Jesus Christ, You have liberated us from the fear of 
life, death and hell itself. Enable me now to serve You with joy and share the salvation story of 
my Lord Jesus Christ. In His Name I pray. Amen.
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JOHN’S MISSION
Tuesday, December 22, 2015

Read Luke 1:76-80.

TEXT: (Zechariah said) “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you 
will go before the Lord to prepare His ways, to give knowledge of salvation to His people in 
the forgiveness of their sins” (Luke 1:76-77).

Now Zechariah turns to his little son John. In excited tones he sets out God’s grand purpose 
for his young life. John’s mission is to teach people why they need the Savior to come for them. 
He will teach what they need to be saved from. As chapter one of Luke’s Gospel concludes, 
John is growing, preparing for the day when his ministry will begin.

It’s hard to enjoy the full celebration of Christmas and the coming of the Christ Child if you 
have no idea why you need Him to come. John made that clear years later when he began 
preaching in the wilderness around the Jordan River.

“… ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? … Even now the 
axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire’” (Luke 3:7b, 9).

All the evils that happen in the world clearly show mankind has failed God’s perfect plan. And 
our own sins and the hurts we have inflicted on others shout out to God for vengeance. But 
the Christ Child has come to step into the breach and take the full impact of that wrath in our 
place.

That’s why His earthly life, which begins in a lowly feeding trough, will end on a rough wooden 
cross. But as John points out—there is salvation from that wrath in the forgiveness of sins Jesus 
wins by that sad suffering and death.

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank You for giving us sufficient warning of the wrath to come. 
We flee to Your Son Jesus for protection and salvation. Thank You that for His sake we need 
fear no evil. Amen.
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A STRANGE NEW PATH
Wednesday, December 23, 2015

Read Luke 2:1-5.

TEXT: In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered (Luke 2:1).

When we last saw Mary in our story, she was returning to her home in Nazareth, since 
Elizabeth was ready to give birth. Luke moves us a few months forward to the circumstances 
of Jesus’ birth.

The prophet Micah announced that Jesus was to be born in the southern town of Bethlehem, 
not in Mary’s northern town of Nazareth. To get her in the right place at the right time, God 
works through an edict of the Roman Emperor Caesar Augustus to bring her to Bethlehem to 
fulfill Micah’s prophecy.

It must have been strange and a little scary for Mary and Joseph to leave their familiar haunts 
to travel to Bethlehem. But move they did, and from the events that followed Jesus’ birth, it 
seems probable they planned to stay in Bethlehem to raise Jesus. In fact, they only left when 
warned in a dream to flee (see Matthew 2:1-13). Even after the death of King Herod who 
sought Jesus’ life, Joseph may well have returned to Bethlehem, until the Lord directed them to 
return to Nazareth (see Matthew 2:22).

The paths of our lives can take some strange and frightening turns. But no matter what doubts, 
fears and uncertainties may be in your path, you don’t travel it alone. The Christ Child came 
into this world to assure us we will never be alone; He will be with us wherever we go.

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank You for guiding the course of Jesus’ life—and ours. 
Give us confidence that You will never leave us nor forsake us, that we may live in peace and 
confidence. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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THE FACE OF GOD
CHRISTMAS EVE 

Thursday, December 24, 2015

Read Luke 2:6-7.

TEXT: And she gave birth to her firstborn Son. … (Luke 2:7a).

Christmas Eve. I can’t hear those words without being filled with a childhood wonder and 
thrill. Tonight is always a magical time with all the dazzling lights, the brisk air, and the joyous 
music in church. What a night to sit around the tree with family and recall fond memories of 
Christmases past.

But my Christmas Eve experiences pale in comparison to what Mary and Joseph experienced 
that first Christmas night. Mary gave birth to her firstborn Son, and together with Joseph she 
looked into the eyes of God. She stroked His baby-soft skin, and felt His tiny fingers wrap 
around her finger. Wonder of wonders, indeed.

Over the centuries since that first Christmas we have layered many traditions, decorations and 
activities onto the fabric of our celebrations, but underlying it all remains the one thing that 
truly transforms our Christmas celebration: that tiny newborn Baby. 

This is the mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. On His shoulders rests the 
government of the entire creation. Yet He comes to us in a familiar form, a Baby, One who 
drives away our fears and melts our hearts of stone. Whatever fears weigh on your heart this 
night, be sure to stop and look upon this precious Child, take Him in your arms, and wonder at 
the God who came to save you and drive away your fears.

THE PRAYER: Lord Jesus, thank You for becoming one of us. By Your birth, life, death and 
resurrection, You have won eternal life for each of us. Drive away from my heart all fears and 
concerns, and fill me with Your heavenly peace. Amen.
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NOT THE WAY I WOULD HAVE DONE IT
CHRISTMAS DAY

Friday, December 25, 2015

Read John 1:1-5; 9-14.

TEXT: … and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn (Luke 2:7b).

It wasn’t the ideal time or place for Mary’s Child—God’s Son—to be born into this world. 
Joseph hadn’t had time to establish his carpenter’s trade in their new town of Bethlehem; he 
couldn’t even find suitable lodging for his wife and her Child, just a shelter for animals. There 
was no time even to build a handsome cradle. Jesus would be laid in a manger—a feeding 
trough for animals.

That hardly seems like a fitting way for God’s Son to come into our world. But God’s thoughts 
are not our thoughts, neither are our ways His ways (see Isaiah 55:8). His Son didn’t come to 
a perfect paradise. He came to fix our broken world and mend our broken lives. He came to 
a world of suffering, loss, hurt and death—and He came to share that suffering, loss, hurt and 
death. 

This Christmas Day may find you in a place you never dreamed you’d be. You may be alone 
and afraid. Perhaps you’re suffering from unemployment or underemployment. Maybe you’re 
sick, dying or grieving the death of a dear loved one.

But Jesus came to share all the worst this life has to bring. He has experienced all the hurt and 
heartaches we will ever face—and much more. He paid the price for our sins as He hung on 
the cross. This Christmas Day He’s ready and able to handle all your doubts and fears. 

THE PRAYER: Lord Jesus, thank You for humbling Yourself to leave Your throne in heaven and 
to become one of us. You lived among us, experiencing all the worst things of life that You 
might cheer and comfort us in all our sufferings. Be with us this special day and fill us with Your 
joy and peace. Amen.
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FEAR NOT!
Saturday, December 26, 2015

Second Day of Christmas

Read Luke 2:8-12.

TEXT: And in that same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with fear (Luke 2:8-9).

Fear strikes again. First, Zechariah, then Mary, and now the shepherds are visited by an angel. All 
three times the angel brings good news of God’s undeserved love and mercy. Yet the people 
who receive the divine messenger are filled with terror at the presence of this holy angel.

Of course, we have the benefit of knowing the angel has come with the Christmas 
announcement. The shepherds have no idea. All they know is that in the middle of an ordinary 
night an angel of light appears. And even more, the angel’s splendor is almost lost in the 
surpassing brightness of God’s own glory shining around them. Immediately aware of the 
darkness of their sin, guilt and shame, they tremble in fear.

We often find ourselves haunted by regret over things we have done—and the things we 
have left undone. We see relationships in tatters, opportunities we’ve foolishly squandered. 
Perhaps, even just yesterday, a rash and hurtful word came from our lips as we were gathered 
to celebrate our Savior’s birth with family and friends.

In the midst of this paralyzing fear and guilt, the angel’s message rings out for us: “Fear not, 
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.” Jesus Christ, 
the Child of Christmas, has completed the work for which He was sent into our world. He 
satisfied God’s perfect plan, taking our punishment on Himself on the cross that we might 
enjoy His eternal splendor, peace and joy in heaven.

THE PRAYER: Lord Jesus, please forgive me all my sins and set me free from the guilt, regret 
and fear that paralyze me. In Your Name I ask this. Amen.



31

UNTO YOU
Sunday, December 27, 2015

Third Day of Christmas

Read Luke 2:11-12.

TEXT: For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord 
(Luke 2:11).

The angel’s good news begins with the words, “Unto you.” Stop a minute and let that sink in: 
“Unto you.” We may not realize it, but those words had special meaning to the shepherds. 
Throughout history shepherding was never a highly respected occupation (see Genesis 46:31-34). 
Shepherds were often held in contempt by the movers and shakers in society.

The lowly shepherds must have been amazed that God sent an angel to them. By doing so, 
God made it clear that no one is too lowly or despised for His favor, no matter what human 
society says or thinks.

After all, shepherds always had a special place in God’s heart. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were 
all shepherds. God chose a young shepherd named David and made him king over the nation 
of Israel. In the 23rd Psalm, David describes God Himself as a “Shepherd,” which title Jesus will 
gladly take to Himself when He says, “I am the Good Shepherd. …” (John 10:11a).

It’s easy to feel small and unimportant in this world, especially when people treat you as if you 
are insignificant. But the angel’s words ring across the centuries to you and me. “Fear not … for 
unto YOU is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 

That’s right. Jesus Christ was born for you.

THE PRAYER: Lord Jesus Christ, thank You for coming into this world for me. Remind me that 
You lived and died not only for me, but for all people, that I may pass along this exceptional 
good news. Amen.
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PEACE AMONG THOSE 
WITH WHOM HE IS PLEASED

Monday, December 28, 2015
Fourth Day of Christmas

Read Luke 2:13-14.

TEXT: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 
(Luke 2:13).

The news was far too glorious for one angel. As soon as the first angel gave the details of 
where the shepherds could find the Christ Child and the signs that would prove they had 
found the right place, a multitude of heavenly host join in to glorify the God who had kept His 
promise. 

First, they praise God for His marvelous plan and His gracious, wondrous salvation: “Glory to 
God in the highest.” God reveals His glory and His greatness by sending His Son to become 
one of us, and to win our salvation.

Then the angels say those famous words, “And on earth peace among those with whom He is 
pleased.” In a world of tumult, violence and war, our hearts cry out for peace. But that’s not the 
peace the angels are referring to. A far greater need exists for us than worldly peace between 
humans. We need peace between ourselves and our Creator, our God, and our Judge. That is 
what the Christ Child has come to bring.

What must we do to receive this great peace? There is nothing we can do. Jesus Christ did it all 
for us. He lived the perfect life we can’t live; He sacrificed His life on the cross to free us from 
God’s curse. When we humble ourselves, confess our sin and guilt, and trust in God’s Son Jesus 
Christ, then God is pleased with us. 

THE PRAYER: Lord Jesus, we praise You for being our peace with God, our Heavenly Father. 
Forgive our sins and make us bold to tell others about that peace, which surpasses all human 
understanding. Amen.
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A PASSING MOMENT
Tuesday, December 29, 2015

Fifth Day of Christmas

Read Luke 2:15-16.

TEXT: … the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us” (Luke 2:15b).

For a brief moment, the shepherds had received a glimpse into our eternal future in heaven 
because of the coming of God’s Son, Jesus Christ. Their fear was banished by God’s Word; they 
basked in the glory of the Lord Himself, and listened to the praises of the heavenly host who 
surrounded them.

Now that moment has passed, and an even greater experience awaits. Now they rush off to 
Bethlehem to see with their own eyes the fulfillment of God’s ancient promise: the promised 
Savior lying in the manger.

Were they disappointed when they entered that lowly animal shelter? The sight that met their 
eyes was certainly not as grand and glorious as what they had seen on the hillsides. There is 
the poor couple huddled together, and before them the simple Baby, lying swaddled in the 
feeding trough. 

From time to time we glimpse the glories of heaven in our lives. There’s a moment in the 
Christmas Eve and/or Christmas Day service. There’s the spiritual renewal at Communion, or any 
number of other experiences. But the wondrous experience of the shepherds is ours every day. 
The angels came for a brief and fleeting announcement, but Jesus Christ has come to stay.

It’s just as plain and ordinary as our daily lives after December 25—after the Christmas 
decorations go back in their boxes and everything is put into storage. But Jesus is with us in 
His Word and Sacraments. They may seem plain, ordinary, everyday—but they are the means 
through which Jesus comes and remains with His people.

THE PRAYER: Lord Jesus, thank You for remaining at our side through all the common, 
ordinary days of our lives, for strengthening us through Your Word and Sacraments, and guiding 
us to the glories of Your heavenly home. Amen.
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MAKING HIM KNOWN
Wednesday, December 30, 2015

Sixth Day of Christmas

Read Luke 2:17-20.

TEXT: And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this Child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them 
(Luke 2:17-18).

The shepherds are so filled with joy and wonder they can’t keep the good news to themselves. 
They spread the angel’s glorious word about the Savior who had been born for them in 
Bethlehem. And that news works in the hearts of all who hear, making them wonder about the 
Baby whose birth had been announced by angels.

Having read through Luke’s account this past month, we too are among those to whom the 
shepherds made known the angel’s saying. Do you find it difficult to work up the courage to 
share it with others? If so, maybe you haven’t looked closely enough into the face of the Christ 
Child. Maybe you were so preoccupied with preparations for Christmas you didn’t let the true 
wonder and majesty of our Savior’s birth have its place in your heart.

But now the hectic preparations are over. Now is the time to visit that manger again, to sit and 
gaze into the infant face of your Lord and Savior. Now is the time to consider His willingness to 
leave the glories of heaven to share the life we know in this world. Ponder that a few minutes 
and you might find that same desire to share the good news, which the shepherds couldn’t 
keep to themselves.

THE PRAYER: Lord Jesus, I am overwhelmed by Your unbounded love, which moved You to 
share our earthly life, to take upon Yourself my sufferings and pain, even to carry my sins away 
and pay their full, dreadful price on the cross. Fill my heart with such peace, joy and love that I 
can’t keep it all to myself. Amen.
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HE WAS CALLED JESUS
NEW YEAR’S EVE

Thursday, December 31, 2015

Read Psalm 8.

TEXT: And at the end of eight days, when He was circumcised, He was called Jesus, the Name 
given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb (Luke 2:21).

In the Bible, names are important. They do far more than merely identify a person; they reveal 
the very essence of the people who bear them. We saw in the case of John the Baptist how 
the naming of the child was particularly significant. It was the occasion God chose to remove 
his father Zechariah’s inability to speak because of his disbelief at the angel’s announcement in 
the temple (see Luke 1:20-24, 57-64).

And on this eighth day when the Child is circumcised, Joseph officially names Him “Jesus.” God 
had carefully chosen the Name His Son would carry through His life, death, resurrection, and 
all eternity. He revealed it to Mary through the angel Gabriel (Luke 1:31), and to Joseph by an 
angel in a dream (Matthew 1:21).

God the Father chose the Name “Jesus,” which means “The Lord saves.” This name forever 
identifies the Christmas Child with the purpose for His coming to earth, His becoming a 
human and being born in Bethlehem. He has come to save His people from their sins, from 
Satan, from death and hell.

When we feel the pressure of life building, when we feel helpless and hopeless, Jesus is there 
as our Savior, rescuing us from all our enemies, reviving our flagging spirits, making our knees 
strong and our hands powerful again.

THE PRAYER: Lord Jesus, You have been given the Name above all names. As I meditate upon 
the meaning of Your Name, give me confidence to call on You always, and to make Your Name 
known everywhere I go. Amen.
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ENTERING THE COVENANT
NEW YEAR’S DAY

Friday, January 1, 2016

Read Genesis 17:9-13.

TEXT: And at the end of eight days, when He was circumcised … (Luke 2:21a).

Long before the first Christmas God chose Abraham, set him apart from his family and 
neighbors, sent him off to a new land, and promised to make him into a great nation. He 
promised that from his offspring God would raise up the great Savior whose birth we 
celebrate during this Christmas season.

God made a covenant, a glorious agreement with Abraham, promising He would richly bless 
Abraham and all his descendants. Abraham was circumcised as a visible, physical sign to remind 
him daily of the covenant that stood forever between him and his God. All his male children 
were to share that sign of circumcision when they reached eight days of age.

In many ways, it was a one-sided covenant. God made all the promises and did all the work. All 
He asked of Abraham and his descendants was that they dedicate themselves to Him, love and 
serve the Lord alone. But repeatedly through the Old Testament, Abraham’s descendants failed 
to keep the covenant.

Now Jesus enters that covenant in our place. He takes all its obligations upon Himself, shedding 
His blood to seal His allegiance to God His Father. His entire life will be one of obedience to 
God, loving, fearing and trusting His Father before all things. And in the fullness of time He will 
shed His blood anew on the cross. There He will wash away all our sins.

THE PRAYER: Lord Jesus, thank You for placing Yourself under God’s plan in our place, that we 
might be saved from sin, death and hell, and given a place with You in heaven forever. Amen.
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WISE MEN
Saturday, January 2, 2016
Ninth Day of Christmas

Read Matthew 2:1-3.

TEXT: Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born King of 
the Jews? For we saw His star when it rose and have come to worship Him” (Matthew 2:1-2).

Only four days remain in the Christmas season. So during these final days we turn our 
attention to the wise men who followed the star and came to worship the Christ Child.

Hundreds of years before Jesus’ birth we encounter wise men or magi in the Old Testament 
book of Daniel. They were royal advisers who interpreted dreams, and studied astrology and 
magic. These wise men came from the east, most likely Persia, Babylon or Arabia. Because of 
their interest in astrology they noticed the star that God set in the heavens to announce the 
birth of His Son.

They followed that star westward until they reached Jerusalem and the palace of King Herod 
the Great. In his younger years, Herod had done great things for the Jews and proven himself 
to be a capable ruler. But in his older years he had grown paranoid. He even had many family 
members and close associates killed for fear they were plotting to assassinate him.

That is the reason Herod meets the good news of the Savior’s birth with jealousy, fear and 
troubled thoughts. His anxiety quickly spreads to his subjects who fear how he will respond to 
this new threat to his power.

Many of us hesitate to embrace Jesus as Savior because we fear relinquishing our lives to His 
kingship. But Jesus offers us great joy, peace and love for this life—as well as the life to come.

THE PRAYER: Lord Jesus, You came to bring peace and joy to King Herod, the wise men, and 
to me. Give me a humble heart that welcomes You and remove my selfish reluctance to serve. 
Amen.
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HEROD’S SEAT
Sunday, January 3, 2016
Tenth Day of Christmas

Read Matthew 2:4-6.

TEXT: (Micah wrote) “And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd My people 
Israel” (Matthew 2:6).

King Herod has no idea where the Christ Child is to be born. He is not even a Jew himself. 
He was appointed ruler over the Jews by the Roman Senate. So he summons the Jewish chief 
priests and scribes to learn where the Christ is to be born. 

The aged king hears the Word of God, but he fails to notice the humble reign of Israel’s new 
ruler—He comes as a shepherd. Though he hears the good news, he closes his mind to his 
gracious Lord and dwells instead on his dark, self-absorbed, paranoid thoughts. 

Herod’s subjects fear his rage and cruelty. Soon they will see yet one more evidence of what 
a deluded person does when he cuts himself off from his God and Savior. How different from 
the good and noble wise men who will bow in worship before the King of the Jews!

Each of us also finds ourselves in Herod’s seat. Each of us must decide if we will submit our 
lives to our Shepherd King like the wise men or if we will arrogantly resist His humble coming, 
trying in vain to live life on our own terms. In his selfish blindness Herod’s noble traits fell away 
one after another, until only a wretched shell of a man remained. He may refuse to bow to 
Jesus now, but soon he must come before His judgment seat.

It’s a chilling picture of our future if we cast aside the Christ in cold, uncaring unbelief.

THE PRAYER: Lord Jesus, forgive my selfish ambitions. Cleanse my heart and turn me to love 
and worship You as the wise men. Amen.
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A CRUEL AND CUNNING PLAN
Monday, January 4, 2016

Eleventh Day of Christmas

Read Matthew 2:7-8.

TEXT: … (Herod said) “Go and search diligently for the Child, and when you have found Him, 
bring me word, that I too may come and worship Him” (Matthew 2:8b).

Herod’s words are perfect, if only they were uttered in the lowly spirit of the wise men. He 
would find forgiveness for the blood on his hands. He would find peace for his conspiracy-
wracked mind. He would know true joy and contentment. He would again live up to the title 
“the Great,” which had been attached to him.

But Herod is false to the core. His flattering lies are clever and crafty, but they are conceived 
in a darkened mind and a shriveled heart. He only wants to know the location of the Child of 
promise so he can snuff out His young life.

How arrogant and ignorant! Many people deceive themselves with Satan’s clever lies. They fall 
for his carefully crafted stories to wriggle out from under God’s claim on their lives. But He is 
and always will be their Creator, and if they will not cling to Him as their Savior, they will cringe 
before Him as their Judge.

That’s why today is the day for you and me to drop our hands to our sides, silence our lips, and 
kneel before our Lord in repentance and sorrow. We plead for forgiveness for our rebellion, 
our deep-seated vein of ungodly independence. We fall before Him as our Creator, our Judge, 
our Lord, and our Savior.

THE PRAYER: Lord Jesus, I bow before You in repentance and regret. Forgive my stubborn, 
sinful rebellion, and bring me to true repentance and faith that You may speak peace and 
forgiveness to my troubled soul, and prepare me to serve You in joy and gladness all my days. 
Amen.
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NEARING THE END OF THE JOURNEY
Tuesday, January 5, 2016
Twelfth Day of Christmas

Read Isaiah 60:1-6.

TEXT: After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had 
seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the Child was. 
When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy (Luke 2:9-10).

The wise men near the end of their journey. Having heard the prophecy of the Savior’s birth, 
and learning of the reign of Him whose star they have followed, they now see it appear to 
guide them on the last leg of the journey. With thrill and anticipation they hurry to follow it.

Our Advent and Christmas journey is nearly complete as well. Like the wise men, we rejoice 
greatly over all that the Lord has revealed to us about the birth of His Son, our Savior. We 
marvel that He became one of us, that He came to live a human life among us. We are filled 
with an exceedingly great joy that no circumstance in life can take away because He has won 
complete victory for us in His life, death and resurrection.

As we go on our way through life, we can be assured our Lord Jesus will go with us, and His 
presence will fill us with great joy. Then as the end of our journey draws near—either through 
age, sickness, accident or death itself—we can lift up our heads with joy and rejoicing, knowing 
that soon, very soon, we will enter our Lord’s house and live in His glorious presence forever.

That is reason for being completely overjoyed!

THE PRAYER: Lord Jesus, thank You for filling my heart with joy and gladness. Keep me at Your 
side throughout the rest of my journey, until you bring me to Your happy home. Amen.
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ENTERING HIS PRESENCE
THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD

Wednesday, January 6, 2016

Read Matthew 2:11-12.

TEXT: And going into the house they saw the Child with Mary His mother, and they fell down 
and worshiped Him. … (Matthew 2:11a).

The long journey of the wise men is complete. They enter the house and see the young Child 
with His mother. They fall down before Him in joyous humility and present Him with their 
costly gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Undoubtedly, Joseph will use these gifts to fund 
their unexpected escape to Egypt when Herod sends his soldiers to kill Jesus.

Our Advent journey is now complete, but our life journey is not. Today in the Christian church 
the Christmas season gives way to the Epiphany season. This new season stretches until Ash 
Wednesday and the season of Lent, when we turn our attention to the reason our Savior was 
born, the reason He walked among us, the reason He bore the name “Jesus.” We will watch 
Him take our sin, guilt and punishment upon Himself and suffer and die in our place on the 
cross.

But today we anticipate the day our life’s journey will come to its end. Then with exceeding joy 
and gladness we, like the wise men and the shepherds, will enter into the presence of our Lord, 
our Savior, our Creator, and our Brother. We will bow in sweet adoration, and rejoice in His 
glorious presence forever. We will hear the angels’ adoration and rejoice with Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God and Son of Mary.

THE PRAYER: Lord Jesus, thank You for journeying through this life for us, and for journeying 
with us through our lives. Guide us safely home and keep us in joyful anticipation of entering 
Your presence forever. We pray in Your Holy Name. Amen.
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In Fear Not!, Lutheran Hour Ministries’ 2015 Advent devotions, we are reminded 
that though our lives are uncertain, God in Christ has conquered whatever might 
unsettle and disturb us, and this includes all our stresses during the Christmas 
season. Following the Gospel narrative of Luke 1 and 2, we see that though 
Zechariah and Elizabeth, along with Mary and Joseph, experience hesitation 
and concern at the foretelling of their sons’ births, it is faith in God’s care and 
compassion that steadies their trepidation.   

This holiday season step into the world of the first century and follow the events 
surrounding the birth of Jesus. See how lives back then were not so different than 
they are today—nor were the worries and fears they experienced. “Fear not!” was 
the angel’s triumphant announcement to the shepherds. Fear not for God has come, 
in the form of a Child, to take our impossible burden of sin and condemnation and 
replace it with forgiveness and the gift of eternal life.

A d v e n t  D e v o t i o n s  2 0 1 5

NOT!
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